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PCDC is a grassroots, non-profit, community-based organization,
founded in 1966. Our mission is to preserve, protect, and pro-
mote Chinatown as a viable ethnic, residential, and business
community.

PCDCRIUN1966F R —EZMRBLSERE , FERN , REERK
M. BANESREEEERS K REEREBRAE , £
FRER,

L 2 * * L 2 L 2 * L 2 * 2 * 2 2 L 2 * L 2 L 2

“Chinatown Community Press” is a youth-led
publication incorporating photography;
artwork such as painting, and pen-and-ink drawings;
and stories about Chinatown the
immigrant experience.
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“The Post Office Blilding Residency 2010”
(BR)
By/tE % : GabrielleR Hwee



“Americanized Diet”
(REFHE)
B/ : JingruLin/FR i 20

After immigrating to the United States, my family started to
eat less rice. Our dining table has become more inclusive
and diversified as we integrate into American society.
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“Reimaging Chinatown North”

(CEBFR R ILE)
By//E & : Asian Arts nitiative

(Youth Arts Werkshap)



“Yinand Yang Chinese Dragon’
CReREEE)

By/E#E Tomylu ( ERE )

| grew up in Chinatown, and | saw many dragon figures
around the area. This is because dragons symbolize
good fortune because of their energetic image.
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“HelloDCad”

(R &)
B/AE®E Jingwenlin ( MMRE ) &

JingruLin (PKE# 70)

Gy% This is an illustration

of a family photo
/{‘ taken in China. Eve-
ry year, my mom
would send a set of
photos of us to my
dad, who was far
away in the U.S., to
relieve some of his
homesickness. She
would also try to
pacify his regret for
his six-year absence
by documenting our
growth. In 2009, we
finally reunited in
the U.S aftera 13
hour flight!
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“Quitural Celebration’
(EREH)

By/fE& HiShi (BE)
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Chinatown is always at its most lively during the Lunar New Year
in February. Thousands of people gather on the main street of
Chinatown to revel in the highlight of the New Year celebration:
the lion dance. The lion dance is one of the oldest traditions cel-
ebrating the Chinese New Year. It is a form of traditional folk
performing arts in Asia. The performers dress up as lions and
make various forms of lion movements with the drum music.
Chinese folk traditions hold that lion dance can exorcise evil
spirits and foretell good fortune.
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“My Food Diary
(BHRYAR)

B/ & : AyDong ( EXE )

When people first hear about a place called “Chinatown,” they
most likely assume that it’s a place filled with authentic and tra-
ditional Chinese dishes. Little do they know, one can find all
sorts of Asian cuisines here, not just Chinese food. For example,
there is ramen (Japanese), Pho (Viethamese), and/or Korean
Barbecue and fried chicken.
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“Btter Melon and Beef with Rice”
(& M4 BHR)

B/E&: Jingnenlin ( MFFE )

IARARIEIAnE =

My favorite dish from M Kee Restaurant. | used to dislike
bitter melon until | tried this!
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Calligraphy of “Dragor’
BN RE

By/E % : Anorymous (EE & &) 2018

Being the oldest continuously used system of writing in the
world, Chinese characters have undergone multiple phases of
evolution. It began with pictograms, or drawn interpretations of
particular objects or concepts, which eventually became what
we’re using today: the traditional and simplified versions of the
Chinese characters. Nonetheless, practicing Calligraphy of the
ancient forms of characters is considered a form of artwork. It's
popular among Chinese people of all ages, especially for the el-
ders—it helps them focus and alleviate stress.



Calligraphy of “Horse”
‘B RE

By/E % : Anorymous (EE & &) 2018
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“Parcls”
(RESE)

B/AE& : Anorymous (B & &)

The giant panda was declared an endangered species in the
1990s, but has since been lowered to vulnerable status. The
chubby and clumsy animal has won the hearts of many in
their native country, China, which led to their establishment
as the national animal of China.
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Painting of the twelve zodiacs
(+T=4£HHNKEE)

B/EE: LidyaAng ( SEFTE )

Did you know why the

- °"§ & twelve zodiacs are lined
-~ \\\ ///Jv‘—\ . L&
’: )4 V¥ | up in a way as it is to-

day? There’s a story be-
hind this. One day, the
A ) ® “} < 5 Jade Emperor wanted to
3 o select twelve animals to
be his guards for the
\\%n , Heavenly Gate, he asked
for animals in the forest
to enter in the Great
Race and the top twelve
e who cross the finish line
2. ° % will become his guards.
v All the animals utilize
their own-advantages
towards the race. Thus,
we have our rank: Rat, Ox, Tiger, Rabbit, Dragon, Snake, Horse,
Sheep, Monkey, Rooster, Dog, and Pig.

MRARBHERTET —EHUSKNARHS?EETERE —EN
£, X, FEXRFRERET —SDWFER/MHNBERFIANT

&,  SERSMENDYWEAN -—EERNLE  mEBERRN
B+ =R AR ANTE. MEBYHINAECHERETL

T, At , BB TOSHEESE 4 R 28855 1% 8,

.



“Family”
(xREE)
By/AE % : JingruLin (PR &% 20)
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Our family has finally reunited in the United States after six
years of waiting in separation. We then spent another six years
to gradually mend the estrangement and alienation that had re-
sulted from that past six years.
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“Togetherness”
< )
By/AE & : Aoynous (B & &)

Chinese culture
0 | ( } . has long associat-
\ | / ed the names of

¢ %\ / Y ~ foods with similar-
> G } { ] ' J ) - O] d .
et ] sounding lucky
. /) (g terms. “Tang Yuan”

\ o g or “Yuan Xiao” is
| one of them. In Chi-
, nese, these spheri-
i cal desserts

e claimed the name
“Tang Yuan,” which sounds like “Tuan Yuan,” a term that
means “Togetherness.” Tang Yuan are served on specific occa-
sions, like the Lantern Festival or the Yuan Xiao holiday, where
family members get together specifically to enjoy Tang Yuan,
signifying that the family members will be together as a whole in
the coming years.
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Artwork submitted by ZhiCheng Huang, a member of Friends
Senior Care Center. One of his many hobbies is to draw mainly
portraits and sometimes animals. The Care Center and his
home is always filled with his artworks.
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Taken in front of Wong Wong, across from Jade Harbor

FE#EFWong Wong B [B] , TEER-R¥/E

Roast ducks and scallion chickens are some of the most famous
dishes and visual markers of Chinatown. You’re missing out if
you haven’t tried them yet!
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In front of fire dept. across from Tea-Do
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This was taken during PCDC’s Chinatown History work-
shop. There were two questions taped next to the posters
asking people what they liked about Chinatown and what
improvements they would like to see in the future. Most
people responded with drawings of “Bubble Tea”, a popu-
lar milk-tea place among the Chinatown community.
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Chinese-American|dentity inthe Urban Landscape
W ARRDEEEE AN S DI
By/ff 4 : JamieSong/ A K

The built environment is a materialization of social superstructure
that serves to constantly remind us of where we were, where we are,
and where we are going to be in a culture-bound yet ever-changing
city of immigrants. My photos attempt to encase specific examples of
this fact with special consideration towards the Chinese-American
identity - something that | have struggled with, but also celebrated in
my life amongst fellow Americans.
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Sl # o . fi, *| International House Philadelphia (IHP)
i &L SR . - & houses hundreds of international stu-

4 dents attending Penn and Drexel, in-
 cluding many Chinese students. It has
become the spatial focal point of Chi-
" nese developments in West Philadelph-
‘f ia like hot pot restaurants and Boba tea

- astores.

; International House Philadelphia T4k 7
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“Chinese-Philadelphiar/B# 35 2 A’

The facade of the Holy Redeemer
Church and School, a bastion of com-
munity fellowship in Philadelphia,
proudly proclaims this space as a safe
haven for Chinese people.
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The sunlight in this photo, much like
the physical manifestations of real es-
tate development, confer both clarity
and obscurity on those viewing it. The
rapid real estate developments in Chi-
natown, especially towards the north,
bring into question: who owns China-
town? Who belongs here? Where are
those who are here now going to be in

the future?
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Subrritted by Philly Design
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Chinatown is a unique community. You won'’t be able to find an
exact replica anywhere in the world. Food here is influenced by
people from all parts of Asia. Our streets are full of culture —
from the familiar smells of comfort food to the beautiful murals
and buildings, its an experience like no other.




ETCCat 6:30PM

The Vine Street Expressway has always been restricting and limiting
the growth of Chinatown. The Eastern Tower Community Center
(ETCC), an iconic structure, will be the first step in breaking the
boundaries.
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Chinatownand Me - JiayuZhou

| have always had mixed feelings about Chinatown. On the one
hand, | cannot deny my resistance to walk on the trash-littered
streets, my hesitation to walk into restaurants that look ancient, or my
alienation when hearing unfamiliar songs play in the supermarket.
But on the other hand, the food here always grants me a precious
taste of home, and the kindness people willingly give to one another
is something | have never experienced after relocating to a megacity
at the age of 5. As a post-'95 Chinese, Chinatown looks both strange
and familiar to me. Its landscape seems to be the product of mid-to-
later 20th century Chinese aesthetics aggressively catering to the im-
age of the East defined by orientalism, probably devoid of any coun-
terpart in contemporary 21st century China. Yet, the many traditions,
social etiquettes and customs people in Chinatown obey reveal to me
their deep attachment to the old culture. Chinatown is without doubt
an interesting place. | am sure | will continue patronizing Chinatown
businesses, working in organizations that strive to preserve China-

town, and studying Chinatown at large.
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My Splendid Gty - Yunshi Yang

My time at Northeast High School has given me valuable insights
into their way of teaching students English. Originally, | thought the class-
rooms and schedules would resemble the ones in China. Instead, here, you
need to get up and walk to another classroom for your next class. In China,
you’re required to sit in the same classroom for the entire school year—one
room for all. | used to think that China and America had the same pedagogi-
cal approaches. Not until
my junior year in high
school when | found out
their grading system is
based on credits rather
than classifying classes
into two categories such
as liberal arts and sci-
ence. It's a huge differ-
ence in education when it
comes to comparing

America and China.

In America, we're free to select our own classes based on our interests, but
in China, everything is already set in stone for you. American high schools
have different levels of curriculums, such as regular and advanced classes.
Freshmen and Sophomores need to finish required courses before proceed-
ing onto AP courses during the junior and senior year. Required courses in-
clude English, Math, Science, Social Science, and Art, as well as SAT cours-
es, advanced courses like AP, and University elective courses requiring a
combination of lectures and spending free time studying, as well as assign-
ments/labs. Throughout these processes and adjustments, it gives high
school students an insight into college life, which is valuable preparation for
higher education. | came from knowing little to nothing to essentially a sud-

den realization; I've learned so much throughout this process.

| also learned about social dynamics at American high school. Stu-
dents here are mature and open, and their learning style is carefree be-
cause they can choose their own courses. Our school would distribute lock-
ers to students because during the winters, they would need to put away
their heavy textbooks and coats. Secondly, they offer free lunches. We have
several lunch lines: salad, fries and pizzas, main courses and such. Milk and

fruits are also offered for the intended purpose of nutritional balance.



If you're bored, where should you go? As someone who lives in North-
east Philly, my first choice would be Chinatown. All | have to do is take my lo-
cal bus to the Frankford station, then take the subway to 11th street station.
Yes, it's the place we're most familiar with -- the famous Friendship Gate
carved with the four Chinese characters “Philadelphia Chinatown.” Here, | see
the language | am most familiar with.

Whenever a holiday is right around the corner, the streets here be-
come extraordinarily festive. The variety of products is bedazzling; the perva-
sive aroma of authentic Chinese foods always catches me off guard. The
streets are flooded with people laughing and bantering. The younger genera-
tions are having fun while hanging out with their friends as they’re showering
under the sunlight—what an amazing feeling! Kids are active and moving

around a lot, craving their favorite foods.

My favorite holiday is the mid-autumn festival, because on this day,
the streets are overflowing with different activities, like a huge supermarket in
action. The many activities include lion dances, Chinese opera, martial arts,
tai chi, music, games, and arts and crafts such as face masks, fan making,
origami or paper folding, cutting paper arts, tangram and pinwheel, ink print-
ing, painting face masks, lanterns, calligraphy and lantern riddles. These allow
one to truly immerse oneself into the vibrant Chinese culture. It brings me to a
realization that it has already been five thousand years of history, compared
to America’s few hundred years. Nevertheless, I’'m proud to be a part of this
city, because this city’s nicknamed the “city of brotherly love.” Not only be-
cause everyone is nice to each other, but also because this city is one of
America’s oldest and most historic cities! When the night arrives, as we ad-
mire the full moon, | notice the moon resembles a clean piece of jade plate,
hanging in the dark sky, like a black curtain that is about to be unveiled; the
people who are celebrating this holiday are like magnets, attracted to each
other, laughing with each other. At this moment, I'm really thankful for those-
including volunteers- who helped me.

Not long ago, | went to the Philadelphia Museum of Art, which is Amer-
ica’s third largest art museum. | was pleasantly surprised to find Chinese arti-
facts there. | was able to see Tang Dynasty’s statue of Guanyin and ZhiHua
Temple’s Wanfuge Well. The art museum also collected American furniture,
statues, and sorts of handmade crafts, etc. At that point, | was able to feel the
history of the two countries cultures. It let me learn deeply about a lot of

things. | love what this city has given me.
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“Chinatown” and “Being Chinese”
By Xue¥ing

| used to be really passionate about putting myself out there and serving
the Chinese community, | interviewed many people. There are first generation Chi-
nese immigrants who have been living here for years, there are high school stu-
dents who came here with their parents as new immigrants, there are undocu-
mented immigrants who work hard to pay off their debts, and there also Chinese
people who were born in the United States. | asked them the same question:
“What does Chinatown mean to you?” Responses vary, but they can all be sum-
marized in one common sentence: “Chinatown is my home.”

In the process, | began to think more deeply about what Chinatown means
to me.

At the beginning of 2014, |, as someone who was born in the United
States and grew up in China, returned to this so-called “homeland” for the first
time. | had no feeling of connection with this country whatsoever—all | had was
confusion and fears of what might happen in the future. Moving back would mean
leaving my comfort zone, something that | had been used to for so long. | could no
longer walk to school with my friends in the mornings and leave with them after
school dismissals, | could no longer hangout with my friends over the weekends.
More importantly, moving would mean that | would have to abandon my secret
spots, places of comfort for when | needed silence and solitude. Facing the moth-
er | had not lived with for 9 years, along with an unfamiliar language—even to a
person like me, capable of easily adapting to new environments, could not escape
the stress and loneliness it had brought me. When | first came to America, talking
to friends and classmates back-to-back in China became my only relief regardless
of how much pressure I'm under and how upset | was. Gradually, under the high
pressure of language barriers, school, and life | slowly begin to think how great
would it be if | haven't been back to China. If | had not returned to China | wouldn't
have a language barrier. | would also have had my own friend group and a better
high school education, | could even be like other American-born Chinese assimilat-
ing into society perfectly, becoming a “real” American.

So | began dissenting my identity of being a Chinese person -- not only
because | had trouble adjusting to American society, but also because of the
American stereotypes against Chinese people. They made me feel as if | actually
were as bad as they described us to be. When | heard about Chinese people
shouting in public spaces, | would frown and escape from this situation; when |
saw Chinese people causing trouble, | would look down and walk away quietly.
Walking by the neighborhoods where they lived, the trash and the smell in the air

brought shame to me. So | hated Chinatown, a place of “Chinese senses.”



| remained in this repressed and depressed state for nearly a year. But
in the summer of 2015, my feelings began to change when | participated in
Asian Americans United’s Chinese Youth Organizing Project Summer program.
To be honest, | signed up thinking, “summer break is so long and boring, and |
just need to find something to do’, but also with the hopes that | could learn a
little more about this city and land. | did not expect that summer to become a
turning point for my life. 11 1k

In this program, | learned about the strug- =
gles of early immigrants bringing them to where rJ [
they are now, step by step—from having little to
nothing to having homes and families, just because
they wanted to create a better future for their chil-
dren, their family members, and themselves. They
began working from the bottom of the pyramid,
hard labor, dirty work, and slave wages, having to
go through their life without insurance while bur-
dened by the expectations from their family mem-
bers and the threat of being deported back to Chi-
na. They’ve overcame innumerable obstacles and
struggles in order to reach what they have today. Today’s society may seem
peaceful on the outside, yet many still discriminate against the minority groups
and especially towards to the colored people.

This history and reality shocked me. | now know the reason why my
Mother would send me back to China, to learn Chinese, to understand the cul-
ture, and to eventually end up loving this country. Because she wanted me to
get to know myself better, and to really understand who | really am.

The stereotypes and discrimination still exist, so we shouldn’t be avoid-
ing them because we have self-esteem issues. We need to change their opin-
ions and stand up for ourselves. |, as a Chinese American, someone who under-
stands Chinese culture, speaks fluent Chinese, understands the history behind
Chinese Americans, who can speak and understand English, who can communi-
cate with this society - with all these abilities, | can be the bridge between the
Chinatown and the American society to let our voices be heard. This is why |
have chosen to dedicate myself to serving the Chinese community to this day.

“What does Chinatown mean to you?”

| think | have my answer now: To me, Chinatown is not only my home,
but also a reminder to me that | am Chinese and proud.
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Thank you to Bread & Roses Community Fund, and the Greater
Philadelphia Cultural Alliance (PCA) as part of the Pennsylvania
Partners in the Arts (PPA) - Project Stream. This project would
not have been possible without the funding provided by them.
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Thank you to Rosaline Yang, Yingmiao Rao (Class of 2021),
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tion.
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