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Philadelphia Chinatown
Development Corporation

SiNEIRSED

PCDC is a gr'ac:-er'oo+9, non—Pro£i+, communier—baeeol

organization, Founded in 196G, Our mission is to
preserve, Pr'o+ec+, and Promo+e Chinatown as a vidble
ethhic, residential, and business community.

PCDCRIIINICOF B —EZREHLEERE, FEF, &
L@ ARFSRVAR L, BefipvfEen BMEERRN, RERER
HERMm, (BEERZER,

'Chinatown Community Press' is a youth-led publication

incorpor‘aﬁnﬂ PhoJrOﬂraPhy; ortwork such as Pain+inﬁ,

and pen-and-ink olr‘awings; and stories about Chinatown
the immiﬁr'arﬁ experience.

(BEHEXT])) B2—EHEFVEZENTIY. EEE,
TR LU IR IR B RISERNE, |\F, &S,
BEFMESF.



Table of Contents B

About PCDC RIS PCDC
Toble of Contents Bi% 3
Message From the Team BRI :E 5

Poems s Emm

Seven Word Poem (tEF&5) G
Chinatown: Home of the Brave {EARE: BT ZK) . 7
The Chinatown Friendship Gate (EEABRIREEZP) ..o 8
Chinatown Spring Scenery (EIRERA) 9
‘China-town" (A% 10
Paper Crane Sonnet (HRESES) L
Friendship Gate {(&zHZFI) 12
Artworks/ Photographs S Em/BEEm

Scapegoat (BFEF) 13
Fruits (IKR) 14
My Second Home (FBVE —EZ) 5
A Lesson | Learned from Noture (IEKXKBAREN—FF) o G
Peanut Butter Noodles {#F%H) 7
One of My Favorite Boba Shop (HIEERINREZ D 18
Kung Fu Tea (THERZFD 19
Chinatown Groceries {EAEXTISZ) 20
My Chinese School (EBIH TR 21
Crane Chinatown Basketbal Court (SEERESEE) 22
Chinatown Fire (B ABTAKD 24
Spoarkle of Hope (HERINTED 25
Freshboe's Reminiscence (EfR—MFRYEIE) 26

3



Table of Contents BEx

Short Stories BIX {Eon

Chidhood Experiences (E&[MIE) 28
The Fixed and Changed Chinatown (EAERIEEMEWL) ... 30
My Minority Experience (BB EXRIRAE) 3.
Chinese Light novels {FF3CER/\E) 34



Message From The Team
9

Welcome to our 2022 Summer Edition Chinatown Commur\ier
Press. Thank you to our har‘dworkinﬁ and creative Fellow
interns For their submissions +o our magazine. We hope you had
as much fun as we did as we read and learned through your
experiences. Since 2018, our annual loilingual Ii+erary arts
maaazine has brouath +oae+her stories of the Asion immigr‘ard'
experience and what Chinatown means to us. Without further
ado, we present to you our Chinatown Communi+y Press!
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Seven Word Poem

TFHF

Baochua Ke FJ{EHE

Chinese all know Chinatown
with its bustiing streets
H's a great ploce to go after
work
Hot pot, Mik tea, Steam Meat Bun
Roast Duck, Roast Pork, & BBQ

Everyore is f—riendly here

New year lantern Festival tons of

Fun

Come to Crane Center after
school For fun
Internship opportunity during
summeyr breaks

Long last the ?rienclship gote

BEANEREANE
EEMILITAS
T ERIRF 552
NEBILE/NEERL
KRS AN ke
HAEERA
SIEERRS
RREERRBE
E2REEEEE
REEZFIEHE



Chinatown: Home of the Brave
BEAf. B2

Anonymoucs

Throuﬂh the ci+y streets,
My Footsteps march back to their
roots.
The reunion of the warm welcoming

FRIREEZHE

aa+es that connect two universes BEIHERVHM
Makes the heart skip a couple beats. BB 1Lk 4638
The ancestors that built this town up,
Their blood, sweat, and tears that housed i et L E fth 4D
the brave, O oot f g
The bittersweet Praarance that sweeps PRI AL T
through the air, R AN
Al congregate For what the future
aN e FEBREIFRK
Dreoms to achieve where homelands M SR A i
can't.
A vision where the new generation can htHEAELTZR

lead with ease
Without the fear of demolishment.
Where every day can be a Festive
oasis
Filed with delicious food,
Good groces,
And plenty of fun
Where walking through the town's
street con Iar‘ing back Jjoyous,
Triumphan’r, nos+alaic memorvies.
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The Chinatown Friendehip Gate
B A\HBY & B PT
Jiahao Xu

Ninety tons and Forty feet FABE, PO
high,

the First true authentic FEERHAF

e AR ATRS

Buit with ancient +echr‘|ique§,

From where the phoehix Bl = B EETE Itk R

and dr‘agoﬂs Ply, N A
Guarding Chinatown From ZUNEPNEESDE

Fire, & N

Forever to admire.



Chinatown sPrina Scer\ery
HFHIB A =AH

Yaxia Li =V EE

Phily's Chinatown is Full of life

BIFEIREM S

Spring Festival is in £l Force
o EEEEI S

Drums are Iooomln@ voices are
\ HEEREmX

shouhnﬂ

o N
endess praises of olragon and lion SRR A
dohecs IR
Mutual exchanaes are everywhere BREXEBRAT
HaPPY Loces shine and blossom AR R E
The lively scenery hever ends — P REFHE A D)

Peoce and harmony soothe people’s

soul



'China-town"

BAEH

Yoole Zhou B S<

It's not just a place we love.

It's hot just a place we can't leave.
Not only does it have our unique
traditional diet
s existence has brought us a lot of

cohvenhiences.
Delicious food

Tastes of hometown
Faomiliar Ianﬂuaﬂes
I_ively streets
t's all that we can Feel here.

Here we can buy Chinese-related

products.

Here, we encounter all kinds of things
every day.

Here, we hold our Chinese traditional
Festivals.

Here, we help each other, unite and
love each other.

Because of it, more of us wil gother
Because of it, we can help each
other.

Because of it, we are who we are

now.
Through our continuous efforts,

continuous improvemen’r, continuous
efforts, continuous maintenance
Let's Pr‘o+ec+ it +oge+her', Chinatown
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EEHEY)
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ARIEE
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TEiEHE, FAMIRILAE BEAIFA

RER A R FEIRI R,
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Paper Crane Sonnet

4R+ PU1TET
Alvin Chen PRI

| was ohce a scrap

Slowly disappearina into the

HEE—IRER

IBIBHRIET

alzyze EISABIET, HIRBIE
Yet | stil try to extend my TS A ) R B
wings through this gap BER Tk
As the light shines, it felt like
blics MRE—#4HAHE
I there is slight hope KRG AT
| will continue to soar WNRIBE TR
I there is a downward slope SR EE
| will rise even more (R
From adll the struggle e —
And the fun that | have missed p
| have solved the puzzle RHEREE
As | reminisced HKElRaE
Through all this pain EE—VEEzE
I am still that paper crane KBS AR E 4ae

11



Frienclship Gote KsEZFY
Andy Zhang TKERiE

Many seen the Dragon 1t was Felor'uar'y.
Mighty and dominart 'He" took ofF
Watches as ‘'he' passes over Only to turn back at the
the only border, unknown
From beneath Crowds of shadows dancing
Lurking past homes and ancient From,
cities The dangling lights of the gate
Constructed from bare Deciding whether to bring a
memories Friend next Monday.

Oh as he recalled

The old day; back in January, AriFﬁ{[ﬂtEH_TEﬁ%EE
Seeking the warmth once more BEHERS %
The steaming Flow of baozi FBAREZF
The unforgettable wonton, HIEIE S ERIE T
Sour coating of sweet EE8—rEIE
And meat NP AR
Nevertheless, boba taste plain FRLL S 4R =T
and empty AL
Bl
Without hotice, back. at the Bl EE?
border FE—FHE—H
Emptiness, EmiEER
The endess buid-up of memories ANERDZE
I only it could be shared EEE=AH
Troaditions guided TERERE

Those to the ancient ci+y.

12



ScaPeaoa+
o
BIEF
Elena Gao Bz
Since the first coronavirus
_@)-’*@_ cases began to appear in China
2 during COVID, the Asion

community has been criticized
and blamed For the entire

-
-
-

pandemic problem Since leaders
and the general public refer to
it as the 'China Virus' and
‘Chinese Flu" | decided that this
would be the subject of my
project because it deeply

touched me.

The Focal point of this picture is an Asian goat, it's surrounded by
some virus and has a bullet am. The point I'm trying to make is that
the Asian Populaﬁon is Iaeina «;inﬁled out as the source of the
Panclemic ond that many people believe it was the Chinese that
brough’r COVID to America. To symlaolize al the crimes committed
against Asians during and after COVID, | placed a bullet aim symbol
clirecﬂy in the middie of the goat. We need to take action and put an
end to these attacks and bigotry since it does not just offect Asian
communities, but adlso other minorities. We must ALL stand +oge+her.

EANFRNHEREELEETELIRER. EAMERTHREANESE

Fo JIBEREMBAMBUER S T FHERRSITERSET A FERS 'S
B ERFARERSNEBRUSEFEANER. EAMEES TREK
IBEENE A%, tPIESFENERE. UENERFEARRAEE, 'BEE
F'o ARPIFHRREHRE TEZNEF, MEASBNRERARAEZER
FR. HMAFELSHEHNESELELETERRERNERE, HAEEER
ERFREAN, MEBEETED THMHBEAR. RFACER—ER!
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Fruits

KR
Elva Liu YI&H

Growing up, the
phrase 'm sorry"
was hever spoken.
Instead of getting
comforted or
3e++ing an apolog\/,
we ge+ Fruits or
any Food to eat.
My dad would
always say that he
didn't care

about anything as long as | was fFed and | ate something | gquess
parents giving their kids food after a Piah’r is their way to say
sorry. In Chinatown, there are a million diF-Ferent grocery stores
where people buy Fruits and vegetables to bring home. Apples and
pears are the most common Lruits bou9h+ Iay people in Chinatown.
These fruits can be enjoyed in many difFerent ways and can
express many dibferent things.

HER EEFERERELHRR, BESIREIER, HMATINERKR

HEAER, REBRENR, RBRIZHT, REFRANZ, fatEESRE

Fo HRRXBEMNRBGRZTFRYZRMARBFENSN. TEAYT, FEH

FRNMENRE, AFEIREBEEKRMGERTER, BRNHNEEAGAMR

EREENKR. BEKRALUUZEBRAENAGAER, LEAUKEHFZFE
GNE Y/
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My Second Home
FrE _ @Az
Angel Huang e O

From where | live, there arent as
., many people that dllow me to Feel
connected to a community. t
wash't until | started the senior
year only program (SYOP) at the

| Community College of Phiadelphia

# that alowed me to come to

g Chinatown very often. Being in
America as a Chinese-American, |
= Leel like | am losing a part of my
identity. Coming to Chinatown

2 neorly everyday has made me Feel
connected to people who are

B similar to me. Here, | can preserve
and enhance my home languages,

H learn more about the Asion
culture, and just Fit in a community.

Chinatown, a Place | can call a
second home!

EHEERITS, REZDAEERRRIETENKE, BEIHESEHT

EABHRREETE=FHE (svor) , TRREERBEAE. FA—EES

EEAERE, REFHREAREZH—MBINED. XFESREMREAEGE

HESEBBMIABKE, TEE, RAURENERZOTEES, B

T RIS, WRINMLE. BAf, —EFRA LB 25 SR
7!
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A Lesson | Learned from Nature
WRKEAFERN—ER
Hayley Yuen TR F

Sur'r'oundina us every day is

nature, on omozing port of life
that we take For granted In
Hing Wah Yuen, a neiﬂhborhood
h Chinatown, there is a
9i3ni£ican+ part of nature

_ incorporaﬁng the 9+ray cots
B ot room the area.

These cats have connected me to this communi+y because hot only
have | met many amazing people, but | learned to connect with
hature. There is a hidden nature in Flowers that many choose not
to see, but i you choose to see it, you will learn to aPPrecia+e
life. Stray cats are beautiful in their own sense of nature
because they don't polute like us. Humans have destroyed the
planet, but cats are connected with nature. Cats provide Fertiizer
For the soi, connecting with the animal kingdom, therefore are
better than humans. IF we dont open our eyes to nature riah’r
how, the Future generaﬁons wont have a chance at life.
SREEZERMNEREA-HRMRAERERNE TS ABEN—IBS,
EEAENEZEREGR, FRHEFIRANTEENAKBEATR, ELEFHREEE
HESZZNRBE—E, RLEEXFEER TRZEEBNA, BEERZINEST
KR AEANBE, EPEE THENE, MAZAEERERREM, W
RIFREERER, RESFTMRELES. MERHETEANERLEEERN,
AEPITEERMBBRESRFAENIRIE, REMAABSKSRRNEE THIEK, ™
SHEAABABREMBHBE—E, HaTERMEER, EHEERERE, M
BAE, NREMRETAZEKRBAR, BAINEBARKIBEREEELET.

16



Peanut Butter Noodles

A
Henry Wu SRRER

This is a dish that contains hoe'l'alﬁic Flavors that can brinﬂ me
back a decade in time. These Flavors bring me to a time where |
did not have to worry about anything but the delicious, succulent,
and immaculate peanut butter noodes in Front of me. 'Ban Mian'

has been there for me every hour of my life and it mode
Chinatown, so much of a warmer Place (g] my heart.

ER—EESRERENER, FEHFROETFRNER. X

w2 T —ERT SRR, it REsERNEEZS, RAESETR

EORR. HETEREGPNE—ENSHERDE, CERAST
RRA T FRBRRR R TS
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One of My Favorite Boba Shop
EMEENIDRIEZ—
Bily Huang B

Vivi Bubble Tea is one of my favorite places to get Bobo. it is
a Fost service boba place. Since they produce stulf quickly,
that's what | call it. | PreFer their classic Mik Tea with Less
lce and Normal Sugar with a mini snack From Vivi My mini
shack is Popcorn Chicken with Salt and Pepper. These two
+oge+her' makes a Per‘Pec+ combo. The\/ are delicious, even
though | do not Feel Full after eating them. | enjoy Vivi Bubble
Tea because | cherishes all the fun moments | have had there
with my cousins and Friends. tt holds so many of my memories

that | cannot express my gra+i+uo|e to ViVi enough.

= H MR EERRAPISHEBRVERHE, Vivi Bubble Tea RIIBEINHRH

B, Vivi bubble B—E"REARTE BINRIE, HZPAUERSR, =&

EAPIRARRS, HEESEMFIEERR DK ERMEM AR

BKEH, EEERRFE, FEHNERRRIZAEN,. EEME
FHEEvivi bubble tea R fthASE T BB TRTBMAARRB BRI,
EAHTAZHENE, UERKAXFEHEEZRERHENER.

18
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Kung Fu Tea

hRFR

Kunﬁ Fu Tea is the First +hinﬂ that | have hotice when | came to
Chinatown because this is the First fime that | have drank this
kind of beverage, one that taste sweet and has bubbles in it. This
mokes me have another thing that | like to drink besides
Starbucks, but | was sad at that time because Kur\g Fu Tea is
Far away From my house, about 20-40 miles away. But after
coming to Philly, it's only about 2 miles away and which | only need
to take about 20 minutes worth of bus ride and then could go
Iau\/ a cup of bubble tea. In my opinion, Green Mik Tea with no
bubble is the best .

WAFRERRIBEAHRELAERINER, BRERRE—RIBEEL
BE-HEBBERBHERE. EERET, RTEERLIN HEEBHRF,
BERRREL, AAMAFRMEARRE, AOE 20 5 40 RB=, BXRK
HENER, CENARHE L REE, HRFELR200EHNARE, A
UEE—MINE. RELHNAKRERTN o
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Chinatown Groceries
BANEXTIS
Jason Chen PR{LHE

The sounds of passing cars and constant chatter accompany
every memory | have of Chinatown. To me, its bus’rlinﬁ atmosphere
shows how many people heed this communi+y. My parents were ho

exception often taking my brother and | grocery shopping back

when we were too young to be left alone. Instead of Chinatown's

most popular attractions, these trips dlowed me to become more
Fomiliar with its grocery stores.

BRERAHNES—REIREBHBEREEMNRSMNERLENIESE, Hik

i, ERBEENRARPESVATEEEHLE, RBRGBRFS,

ERFIEXNMAEERR, MFEERRMENTE—EEMEEREY.
EBERITEREERNETHNEFSHERS, MAZEAGNRE,

20



My Chinese School
HEIFPXER
Ada Zhang Sk FR N

PA Chinese Senior Citizen Association, as
the name 9ug@es+€-, is a place that serves
Chinese senior citizens. I+ was adlso where |
went for Chinese classes. | remermber my
First days going there | was ofraid and
nervous. As a kindergartner and First
ﬁr'acler', | dways 9+ayed by my cousin's

side since | didnt know anyone else.

Whenh | reached second 3r‘acle, | was not able to stay by my
cousin's side as we were on different Floors and in diFFerent
grades. Thank?ully, | had my best Friend at the time. Third grode
was the last 3r‘ade | ook before quitting school. My +hir'cl—ﬁrac|e
year was the best because we Iaughed so much and made so many
memories. As far as | can remember, my highest gracle For a test
was 48%. Since many of us were ﬁailing every test, getting our
tests back was Pr'oloably the funniest part. Being with my
classmates made 30]1’16 to classes 100 times more enjoyala\e than
dreachnﬂ them every Saturday.

PARBIEF ARG, BRLPXERAIMG, HESHREPENFE—X, I
EEENERR. ENEZEMN—FRHER, HASF—EREERINGE, A
AEARTHEMN. BRER LZFRE, AARFAERERNEENARNE
i, BREEBERING B, SR, RERERRFNAR, ZFH&KEHK
REBFNEE—EAFR. ZFRERTN—F, KBFE, BT THZHTHY
Bt. REEBRNERSEHNER 46%. FEMMNMELRNEHETTREE R
BBNERZZ—, BAKMRZASRREEAETA—EE. SEZE/N, &K
#MEME LR, BENRNESZEEBIREESTRMES,
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Crane Center Basketball Court
Johhson Lin MZ 5

= | would honestly consider this court
to be where | grew up From

Freshman to senior year of high

school. | was ih the teen club since

Wednesclay, and Friday. Here, |
would spend my time playing
basketball and volleyball. | met

people that were of diffFerent

ages, and it was honestly amusing to

meet people From all waks of life.

When | First came here to play, people would say I looked
in+imida+ing but was somewhat shy. Since Freshman year, my
acquaintances say I've changed signiﬁcanﬂy and grown a lot as a
person

It is Punny that this court began with the majority of people only
playing basketball. As the year went on, it became a volleyball-only
place as that is what people only Playeci. AI-quuﬂh people tell me
that +hey saw the 3row+|n in me, | would say that | saw the
gr‘owﬂn in many others too. There were kids that were very «;hy
and eventudlly talkative, aond then there were kids that were
Ioeginners to a sport ond became great at it. | think. this program
and court dlowed friendships +o be made and brought the
communi+y closer +oge+her‘.

22



RIEEAEIE

Johnson Lin

EEM, HRAEREKEGER
=2 =RAMS. B
REF—RFEABLK, KME
PCDCHYE /D FRLEER, 58
— B=NMREAR, E#EE, &
SEREITEXRMARK, 8
BB T BBEEHIA, £
B, SaEEARNRE
W, FCSRIRERTTRIE
ix, AMAgRKBHER, B
BEREEREBR,

RE, BPNAANGSR, RENZREY=NIBLTE2RET, £&E
BREBREEBERRRR TS o
REMBIKGREE, —FABEARSBARERR THTEK, BREERRE
RO, ©EEER T ASHAFTHIRR G, BEAMRSHT
FIEETHHRER, EREERTHRMANAR. BEA—RGBIFESE
&, BREHENRESR, ARBEEA—FRBIZR—BEFHVZ
&, BtfEHMESRMRT . BB EEBEMKSERETUE
7, et ERE MR T,
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Chinatown Fire
E PNV
Meihua Li Z=E1E

On June 21, 2022, | was at Huan Clinic to complete my health form
For colege. While | was there, | heard the news: a Fire started in
Chinatown during my wait time. | was super 9urpr‘iseo| because,
during my seven years of living in Philly, I've never withessed
any’rhinﬁ like this haPPening before. On my way to the train station,
| passed by the place that was on Fire. 1 am Famiior with that place
it wos a bakery before. My mom worked in it a Few years ago. It
breadks my heart to see the place | was Fomiliar with getting
burned down, but | have Faith in Chinatown's tenacious vitality. |
believe it wil recover soon and become the Chinatown we love
again.

2022 £ ¢ A 21 B, BREERZATRENELRRIE, RERSFFHAMER
BAHZEET K. RRIEEET, ABAHEREEERNCERE, RUEXE
BEBERINEIEEY. EEANEIEE L, B TEANMA, FHEIBEM
FEAE, UAIR—XME/E, XFaRBHEEELIER, FIRENMAE
WIES, HEOE. BEREBEAEERNERNFTTRED. HEEERRME
g, MERRAKPIFTENE AL,
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Sparkle ofF Hope
HENNTE
Anﬂela Wana

As an ABC, | dways loved spending time with my Friends in
Chinatown. My parents always take me there For grocery ehoppinﬂ
too. However, after the pandemic happened, | redlized an increasing
amount of Asion hate. Especially hearing it on the news: Asianh people
getting isolated, beaten, or even kiled due to this unhecessary hatred.

As soon as | heard of the news, | was afraid of going outside
someday and getting punched in the face. However, every time |
think. of the police of-Ficers and the Pire?ig}ﬁers who risk their lives
to protect us, | feel a hint of warmth inside of my heart, as it they
are trying to prevent innocent people From getting hurt. Even
though it is a hard thing to do, | believe iF we work together, we wil
one day stop Asion hate.

ER—REBHENTEA, REREREEAGERRAEER . HREH
KEGREPBEER, Am, FRERBEEZR, HERINATHN
REFHRES, THRUEHEDSN, ENARAEREFTSENIRMAM
. BT BEERE. RERE, REXRIEEHEESENEE, RIAWMXE
FY, RARRHEWHERST, A, SERBERLEEZEmBRERERFINE
KWEME, TOBHIBET SRR, HHMFAESHMLEESZENARE
BE. BEER—HRENES, EFEENREARFESH, HfABE—X
ZIFLEARLE A TN A BRI NIR,
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Freshbaoe's Reminiscence
Evan Tanﬁ ESVRE]

A gif]nil:icam Place in Chinatown that | miss clear'ly was Freshboe.
Freshboe was a boba and ice cream shop that | loved not for
the Food or the drinks but for the memories that | made there. |
used to go to Freshbaoe every single week. after basketball
proctice. t was a hanﬁoqu spot with my Friends. My teen years
were greatly impacted by Freshbae, os it dlowed me to create
so0 many wonderful memories. | wil forever remember all the fun
times | had there. The place helped me create so many Friends
and deepen bonds with them The people working there were so
nice and Friendly. | wish that | could go back in time to relive
these memories. | remember laeir\g in Freshbaoe during the winter
right ofter playing basketball. At that moment, | remember Iookina
out the window and seeing snow Fall. Then my Friends and 1 all
went outside and played in the show.

it Felt ke we were in a Christmas
movie - the Peeliha of winter Felt
so crisp. It was times like this that
| missed the most. Life Felt simple
and joyFul Freshboe will always
have a place in my heart. 1+ was
ex+remely sad to see it close
durinﬁ the pandemic. A nostalgic
Peelinﬁ hits my heart each time |
walk into the lauilcling where

Freshboe once stood.

20



fFR—MREIE

Evan Tang

BAEBIBIEAL Mrreshboe, Freshboe B—HKIHAFIKEM
&, HETNFERYSEE, MEREHREE THEIE. FiBE
FRTLFEIKIHREBESE Freshboe, BRHEMPLAMBERIMS, K
B1§ Freshbae HIHEMFT VERATERK, BHREIETHESD
N ZRIEIFERF I, TS KR SREC T AR AR B RVFR B IREERT o
EEM A ERER TIREZMARLINR T RIS, EHRET
FHAFERE, BRERELOFBE, ERRNEETLRE. —E
SRIEEREFELRITTEEIKRE Freshboe HNiER. B—ZI, K
SISEEFN, BITRIET. AR, BfESMEERE, BREM
GBERMAT—HERLECH, MELROREBNLLER,
BRIESHITMEERAIEFZ,
4R R BB IR 4
Freshboes/KZE O PILE—
Bz, TRIFHREEIEE
FIRRELLERG. ]RE, B
EEFreshboe B RV IRRES,
—EIRENREBER T IRY
0, BKERETECARERN[E
%o

27



Childhood Experiences
BFEIE

Samantha Waldman

| did not grow up in Chinatown but rather in the suburbs, which is a
vastly difFerent place From Chinatown and Philadelphia. Instead of
short streets divided by swerving cars, there are long, windinﬁ
roads of asphalt and spread-out houses surrounded by trees and
gross. Instead of the constant sound of bustiing people and cars
howling down the street, the noise outside is simply Iairolsorlg which is
occasionally interrupted by the barks of dogg or the mail truck.
Despite the seemingly blissful camness the suburbs entai, | am very
hoppy | got to spend a portion of my childhood in the lively
Chinatown. it was a place of —Pamily, unigue Food, and other
experiences which would remain a signil:icam part of my chidnhood. |
have had many experiences here that | am gra+ellul For, especially
«;Pending time with my Pamily and becoming closer to my Chinese
heritage. In the United States, it is quite amoazing to have a space
dedicated to Chinese culture in one of the most populated cities.
A very Ford memory of mine was when | went to Franklin Square
with my aunt. As a child, | would visit her guite a bit, and we would
do many things around the city, such as going to parks, Playgrounde,
and the Franklin institute. At Frranklin Square, we would play on the
slides and swings and buy French fries and lemonade at the food
stand. For me, this event provided a difFerent type of excitement
that was so simple but so memorable. My excitement in the suburbs
as a chid was driving to playgrounds and stores, listening to music,
playing sports outside, and catching Fireflies. In the city, it was
walking to parks and drinkinﬂ lemonade, visiting my Pamily, and going
to the Fronklin Institute, climbing the platforms of the brain exhibit
For hours on end We would use chalk to draw on sidewalks, play
with l_egos, make crafts, and 9o to the aquarium.
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Beinﬂ able to have these uhique experiences in both the ci’ry and
suburbs where | grew up has made me appreciate the dual locations
of my chidhood and the experiences | value highly. Despite being a
teenager., | still enjoy Chinatowhn as much as | used to as a child |
look: Forward to every time | come here to see the Iousﬂing streets
and the stores within a two minutes walking distance. | Find stepping
into a lot of the stores in Chinatown quite Fun and in+er‘es+ina,
especially seeing the packs of spicy noodles and the oyster-
Flavored chips | cannot buy onywhere except in this small yet
exquisite place in Phiadelphia
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The Fixed and Chanaed Chinatown
Anonymous
As an Asian American and a Chinatown regular customer;, | have
lived in Philly For about ten years. During these ten years, l've
grown and seen the development of Chinatown The word
development is strongly related to change. For instance, the
original scattered small stores including meat, seafood, and
vegetable stores. Today, there is nowhere to find their shadow
because they ultimately combined and opened lorger stores, such
as Heng Fa and the Asiankresh Food market. The place they
originaﬂy were become the cornerstone of other small businesses,
such as dll those boba stores. In my opinion, all the above help
Chinatown become a better, livelier, and more attractive place.
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My Minori’ry Experience
Jeremy Wu =xEF

When people mention minorities, +hey often mean anyone who is
not white. It does not mean that the African American Community
and the Asian American Community are hecessary ‘dllies". Although
we often do try to unite For a larger purpose, under it all is stil
some Form of discrimination and harassment, whether it be verbal
or physical. It is in fact not uncommon For Chinese Americans in

moainly Africon American neighborhoods to be victims of such

crimes.

For much of the verbal harassment, | was inside my Pamily
restourant. Many times, it was due to a slight m‘lsundereJrandin@
which developed into something uncontrollable. Every time, they
would threaten to beat the living daylights out of us when we
were outside. They also made statements such as, 'l see you
outside on those bikes." Although often | put up a strong Face,

inside | Felt Fearful | knew that | was undble to physically defend
myselﬁ, especially not when | was either ambushed by someone of
a Iar'aer' weiahi- class or by several People. These emotions would
elowly melt away, as the prospects of ac+ually ﬁeHinﬂ attacks
often didnt end up with action That is until it did

The First ambush was probably something | could have
walked away From. | had been ridinﬂ my bike with my brother. We
had separated, the reason for which | have Porgoﬁen. Al |
remember was nearing my home when a car stopped ond
someone stepped out. They then headed straight toward me. | rode
away in a hurry.
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After | had traveled along a long stretch of road, | went
back. +hin|<ina the coast was clear. I+ was not. When | had gotten
back to the same area again, they saw me immedia+ely. They got
out, and this time | wasn't fast enough and they managed to punch

the back of my head. |, still on my bike, mana@ed to get away.
From behind me, | could hear the loughter of my tormentors, as
i this was a sport, trying to hit me.

As they Pinally left, | could only helplessly yell curses back,
which absolutely did hothing As For the second one, it was simiar-.
The two differences were that my brother was there with me,
and | recognized my tormentors. | was only hit once before they
ran back to their car screaming with laughter. 1t Felt truly ke a
dare iF you ask me. My mother manoged to talk to the Fother of

one of my tormentors, but what good would that do? The pain
they Felt was temporary.

The surprise | was hit with lasted much lon@er‘. What | am now lef+
with is simply the knowledae of how fast my ife could end and
dso the fear of someone really bea‘rina me brutally.

In the past Few months, | have read several articles about my
race being assaulted, and | have seen videos of the elderly being
knocked down. | have stared at these in horror and Fascination,
realizing For the First time exoctly how powerless we are, From

both the mojority and from Fellow minorities.
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Chinese Light Novels RS/ Vigd
Steven Wu Z1#)

'm not a man with many hobbies, but reaclinﬁ Chinese light novels is
one of them. I'm not a man with many Friends, | kept most of my
time to mysell:. | picked up on reading ofter | came to America, the
languoge barrier and the difference in my beliefs and values from
my peers have created a barrier between us. Keadiﬂg light novels
re-immerse me with the environment | was familiar with and created
a sense of belonging,

My parents condemned the activity, thinking it distracts me From my
studies, but | never quit. | have taken breaks From it when school
gets tough and demands more attention from me, but 1l pick it back
up ofter the exoms are over. My other relatives think it's a gr‘ea‘r
hobby to have as It helps me retain my ability to reod Chinese and
lately, my parents have loeﬂun to think the same too.

Chinese light novels also provided me with an escape From my dull
daily life. My parents run a Chinese takeout restourant and | have
been workir\g there ever since 7th grade which is two years ofter |
came to America. Business is Fine, we can get by every day and
save For houses and afford occasional luxuries, but we are not
buey enough LFor me to be immersed in work: all the time. As I've
Found no passion For this Field of work, it quickly became dull for
me. This commitment has dlso left me devoid of any Free time after
school so | would just read to pass time when there are no

customers.

The worlds portrayed in each story seemed so colorfu), interesting,
and excH-ing to me. Each character in the s’ror'y has internal
conflicts, values, beliefs, and goadls. Watching the characters

struggle ond through hardships, eventually overcome the challenges
Pacir\ﬂ them mokes my blood boail. | was able to understand their
struggles and Felt proud of their achievements.
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The bui\ding of relationships between each character ond their
conflicts and struggles along the way Felt so different From my
life, | Felt envious of all of it
| have char\ged a lot throughout the years, meeting new people, and
?indinﬁ hew hobbies. However, Chinese light novels have adlways held a
special place in my heart and always wil
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