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Development Corporation
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PCDC is a grassroots, non-profit, community-based organization,
founded in 1966. Our mission is to preserve, protect, and promote
Chinatown as a viable ethnic, residential, and business community.

BRI G (PCDC) 2 —(HpkiTi 1966, ZHRELHEAE - 2
> BottEfRpsayaiss - FMAvEarEdEgssRm g - fRofE R 5
Mg ~ DU leiEgER st -

“Chinatown Community Press” is a youth-led publication
incorporating photography; artwork such as painting, and pen-and-ink
drawings; and stories about Chinatown and the
immigrant experience.
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Messages From the Team
R E B

During the past 6 weeks in PCDC’s Summer Internship Program, we
worked on many projects, including the Chinatown Community Press,
community food distributions, cleaning services and data entry. It was
challenging, but it was a great learning experience. Now, we proudly
present to you the Chinatown Community Press, where we gathered
people’s story about Chinatown, immigrant experience and culture in
the form of photography, art, poetry, and short essays. We hope you
enjoy this as much as us and maybe inspire you to share your own story
for next year.

- Message from the Morning Team
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The Chinatown Community Press allowed us to see the plethora of stories
from all over Philadelphia come together. This experience opened our
eyes to how close the Asian community really is. We all may lead very
different lives, and come from all walks of life, but we all think of
Chinatown as a place of comfort.

- Message from Afternoon Team
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My Home, Philadelphia
(FeHyZE ~ Ehl)

By/E#: Devin Liu 2f#37

Philadelphia, the city of brotherly love, is a place where | live and made
friends. | also made most of my life time memories from graduating 8th
grade to attending a strike for climate change, other protests and
events, getting my first job as a waiter in a restaurant, and attending the
PCDC work ready internship. The Chinatown in Philadelphia has many
shops and restaurants where events happen and many people
participate in it, including me. Philadelphia is a home and a place where |
can be around the people | love.
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The Heart of Chinatown
CEEAIETLY)

By/E#&: Anonymous &34
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The Chinatown Friendship Arch is the gateway to the heart of
Chinatown. The Friendship Gate is probably the most often photographed
part of Philadelphia’s Chinatown. Built as an exchange between
Philadelphia and its sister city in China, Tianjin, it symbolizes the
appreciation and integration of Asian culture into the Philadelphian
lifestyle. This gate also symbolizes the exchange of people and ideas
between China and those immigrants who decide to settle in
Philadelphia’s Chinatown. It is a destination that should be on everyone's

travel itinerary when visiting Philadelphia. If you haven't been here
before, you should definitely check it out!
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Chinatown Firefighters
NEPNE=IT =Y

By/E#&: Katrina Chen

In the very heart of Chinatown stands a fire department. It gives me a
great sense of security to know that they are so close and the protection
we have in case an emergency happens. I'm very grateful for their
presence and their contributions to saving lives.
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The Meaning of Chinatown
(EAHIER)

By/E4&: Dennis Lam

In my four years at high school, Chinatown was a place where | went to
hangout, and let that failed test be forgotten. It has become a

signature meet up place for me and my friends. Chinatown is also a
place where | continue to meet up with new people. A place that | want
to show off to my future friends and coworkers. It's a place that | am
proud to know and be familiar with. Chinatown has been with me since
day 1 and will continue to play a big part in my network.
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My Favorite Bakery

(=8 s )
By/E#&: Karen Lin
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CAKES COFFEE SANDWICHES

This is a photo of Paris Baguette in Chinatown. This is my favorite bakery
place to visit in Chinatown for some bakeries and desserts.
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Chinatown Is Home
(FEABTER )
By/fE%&: Jordan Lin
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Chinatown, a place for Asians to feel at home, where people can
communicate with one another and have fun, and to work together to
make the community a better place for everyone. The streets are always
bustling with people. Even when there is a pandemic going on, everyone
tries their best to be safe and have fun, as well do their jobs and
cooperate with one another to get something finished. That is what
Chinatown is to me, a place where | can feel safe and have fun.



Childhood Memories
(EFEMETE )

By/E#: Henry Wu
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Chinatown has always been a place of comfort, as it contains my father
workplace, my elementary school, and also my Chinese school. Due to
these relative locations, being at Chinatown means | get to meet my
friends at school and my father at work. The stores and shops felt
especially comfortable to be in, and from this | knew Chinatown is
where | belong. | grew up on “Xiao long bao,” which is a dish that has
bread encasing tasty meat morsels. When my father would have time,
he would bring me to a restaurant to eat all sorts of traditional
Fuzhounese food. Little things and moments like these make Chinatown
seem like a utopia for me.
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Mid Autumn Festival
C HRKER )

ByAE#&: Jiahao Liu

The Mid Autumn Festival is the second biggest holiday in China, after the
Chinese New Year. It is celebrated on the 15th day of the 8th lunar
month, which is always in the middle of autumn, hence the name Mid-
Autumn Festival. On this day, the moon will always be a full moon, which
also symbolizes family reunion. Families gather together and celebrate
this day. Many fun activities are on this day, including lighting lanterns
into the sky and eating moon cakes, this is a day you have to

experience.
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Crane Community Center
(REE L)
By/fE%: Anonymous FE%4
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The gym at the crane community center is a Chinatown staple for
athletes or people who just want to play a sport. It has basketball,
volleyball, badminton, and ping pong along with a very clean and
organized environment. Everyday after school, | would come to the court
and play volleyball with my friends and strangers alike. Playing here
helped me developed my skills as well as making new friends.
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My Beloved House
(FFAERIR)

By/fE#&: Stanley Gao &FE
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| was born here in Philadelphia and lived in this house for the first 6
months of my life and then went back to China for 4 years. After coming
back from China, | lived in this house. This is only home in the U.S that |
have lived in. Living in Chinatown is an advantage that many people
don’t have. Growing up in this community, I've known countless of
people. This shows the community that Chinatown is a close, well-
connected, welcoming, and loving community. Chinatown provides a
place to eat and chat with friends, grocery stores that supply our foods,
and provides everything that any person would need. My house often is
a place where my friends can spend time. | will always love this
community, remember what it has done and offered during my early
life, and support this community in whatever way possible throughout
my whole life. This is not only a place, a community, or a street, but a
welcoming and loving home that | grew up with.



My Favorite Restaurant

(Fom e ERE)

By/E#&: Steven Wu

1| Spice C B S 11128

HAND DRAWN NOODLES * FINE ASIAN CUISINE

Spice C is a restaurant | usually go to after work. My favorite dish there
is the beef with hand drawn noodles. | usually put lots of hot oil in my
soup to enhance the flavor. The waitresses there are attentive to details
and nice.
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‘hinatown Air
CEE A ZESR)

By/E#&: Anonymous &34

Chinatown is a fascinating place. Every step you take down 10th street, you
fall deeper into its addictive culture and traditions. Irresistible ingredients
are placed on every corner you look: bakeries, restaurants, plazas, boba
stores, and artifacts. The agitations you feel when you are restrained from
entering a peaceful and united community. Chinatown’s harbor of people
from similar but different backgrounds leaves you cultivated with mighty
thoughts. Every breath in Chinatown has you hooked, like bubble tea.
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A Break on Race St.

{ Race St. BY/E&K)
By/fE#: Khalda Vedda

Before the pandemic hit and the whole city was on lockdown, almost
everyday after school, | would walk down this street with my friends.
We would get off the Spur train at the Chinatown station and walk up
Race St. to go to the main area in Chinatown. My friends and | would
either buy food, hangout with friends from other schools, play at C4, or
at Crane. Then, on March 13, everything went to a pause. Everyone had
to stay home, school became online, and Chinatown grew quieter.
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My Parent’s Hometown

(FACEHYZR AN )
By/E%: Khansa Vedda

This picture of a national monument was taken when | got to visit my
parent’s hometown. Before visiting, | would always hear many stories
from my parents that happened before they left. The one and half
month of visiting my parent’s home country was fun, but tiring, from
meeting relatives for the first time to visiting famous tourist attractions.
During the trip, | got to learn more things about my culture and got to
eat many authentic cultural dishes. Also, | got to learn a little bit of how
my parents used to live in their hometown.
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View From Crane Center

(FHEERRY = )
By/E#&: Drake Wu

This picture is the view outside Crane Center. There is a busy highway
and Chinatown, which is what PCDC works to serve. Founded in 1966
due to Chinatown’s resistance of the Vine street expressway.
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Four Seasons Seafood

(U= )
By/fE#: Lylian Zhang

Four Seasons Seafood is my family’s owned business and it has been
around for a really long time. | chose this place because | made many
great memories here and most of my friends and their families would
come here for groceries in Chinatown. | think Four Seasons is a really
important place to me and | am glad my family was able to start a
business in Chinatown.
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Chinatown
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ByAE#: Yuming Wu

When | first immigrated to the US. Chinatown was the first place | came
into contact with other Chinese people. This memory created a feeling of
comfort. Not only did Chinatown make me feel a sense of familiarity,
Chinatown also has a lot of Chinese culture, food, etc., | come to
Chinatown to meet with friends and eat. The food here is a bit like my
hometown. It's pretty good. Chinatown can also bring Chinese culture and
delicacies to foreigners.
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My Childhood
(FHVES)

By/E4&: Vivian Liu

This is Chinatown. | did not grow up here in Chinatown, but | have spent
my childhood here. Everyday when school is over | rush out of school and
take the bus to Chinatown. Chinatown is a fun place. We have friends
there and gather to have bubble tea and gather around with food. The
food in Chinatown is food that | used to eat at home which is called
Chinese food. Food in Chinatown seems like it was brought here from
China and they have a little of the taste | used to eat back in china.
Chinatown is a fun place. | love spending my time here in Chinatown.
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99% Chinese
€99% HEIA )

By/E#: Pengyun Wang

Chinatown is a place where 99% of the people are Chinese. This place
gives Chinese people a great sense of belonging and convenience.
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Mother's Sacrifice

(BEFRAHAE )

By/E&: Evan Tang

When | look at this building | don't just see a normal looking hair salon, |
see my mom’s 20 years of hard work. My mom sacrificed so much in her
life to support the family and it all happened in this hair salon. This is
why my mom’s hair salon is so important to me and my family. It shows
many years of dedication and hard work to give me the best
opportunities and education.
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Art in Asian Culture
GED B&(=-Tnp)

By/E#&: Kenny Chiu
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| understand that art is not really on the priority list for Asian parents.
They usually don't think of it as a useful hobby or skill. Luckily for me, my
mom started me in art classes when | was in third grade. Art isn't my
passion, but it is a great hobby to have. It's great for filling up your free
time with something relaxing and productive, and the result is always the
most rewarding. I've also used art in so many projects at school and it is
always a skill I can use.
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Dragon Boat Festival
(Ui FE07)

ByAE#&: Michelle Lim

The Dragon Boat Festival is an annual celebration that commemorates
the death of Qu Yuan. Qu Yuan, who was a poet and minister of the state
Chu during the warring states period of the Zhou Dynasty, eventually
commit suicide by drowning himself in the Miluo River on the 5th day of
the 5th lunar month. And so, every 5th day of the 5th lunar month, the
people of China gather and partake in numerous festivities such as
enjoying cultural food such as ZongZi. Additionally, they hang icons of
Zhong Kui, a mythical guardian figure, and take long walks and wearing

perfumed medicine bags.
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The Lion Dance
ST )

By/fEZ: Jiahao Xu

The lion dance is a traditional dance in Chinese culture and other Asian
countries. Performers dress up in a lion costume and mimic the
movement of a lion to bring good luck. The lion dance is usually
performed by two dancers, one who controls the head while the other
controls the rear. The movement of the lion is synchronized with the
beat of the drums. The lion dance is commonly performed during
Chinese festivals.
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Touch the Heart
(AR AN

By/E%: Anonymous & 44

Chinatown has a lot of traditional food from all over Asia, and it’s a
place to relax. One of the many popular dishes is Dim Sum which can be
translated into “touch the heart.”
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Lions

(5~

By/AEZ#: Elva Liu

This artwork represents all the festivals we have during lunar new year,
business openings, weddings, etc. How kids grow up seeing these lion
dance performances in awe or maybe in terror.
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Lantern Festival
CTTRER)
By/fE%E: Jacky Chen

The drawing depicts a young boy releasing a festival lantern into the
night sky. This is a common practice during the Mid-Autumn Festival, a
traditional holiday celebrated by many families in Chinatown. Inspired
by the beauty of the scenery, | attempted to illustrate the cherished
moment when a person allows their lantern to follow the others .
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(Chinatown Arches
(R AETHERT)

By/E#&: Shenglan Qiu
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Chinatowns are in many major cities through the world. They are
usually marked by an arch. Chinatowns act as a shelter and a sense of
home for immigrants in a foreign country.
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Race Street

{ Race Street )
By/E#&: Sam Waldman

Whenever | think of Chinatown, one of the first streets that comes to
mind is Race Street. Being one of the main streets of Chinatown, Race
Street has lots of stores and restaurants that many people, including
myself, enjoy. The unique architecture and bustling atmosphere make
this street an important part of the Chinatown community and culture.
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Dragon Symbol

(PEFTHR)
By/AE%E: Jason Chen

| used to go to Chinatown a lot when | was younger and one of the most
significant landmarks to me was the statue of a dragon near a row of
buildings. | went to Chinese school in one of those buildings and after
class ended, | couldn't help but look at the statue at least once. The
inside of the classroom itself was likely un-extraordinary as | hardly
remember what the room even looked like, but I'll never forget the sight
of the jade-colored statue that always waited for me outside. Years later,
it's become almost a symbol of my time there and never fails to evoke
old memories that usually stay dormant.
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A Place Like Home
(G —E 7 )

By/E#: Jia Xin Li
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When | first arrived in the United States, | felt very strange here. It was
not until | saw this archway and so many Chinese people in Chinatown
that | felt like | was in my hometown.
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Boba
(WAL )

ByAE#: Ling Jiang

A day at Chinatown always start with a cup of boba tea. The fragrant
boba will make you dream about domestic feelings.
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My Favorite Food
(B EIZHTEY))

By/E#: An La

Since coming to the US, | haven't eaten my hometown food for a long
time, but thanks to Chinatown, it brought back a lot of memories for
me especially the food that | really wanted to eat.
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View of Chinatown
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ByAE#&: Emily Su

This is my drawing of Chinatown. Chinatown is known as a tourist spot,
but for many Asians it’s their safe haven. It’s a home away from home.
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Qipao
()

By/AE%&: Michelle Lin

This is called a Qipao or Cheongsam, which is the traditional Chinese
clothing worn back in the early 1900’s. It’s not very common to see
nowadays. However, every time | see someone wear it for Lunar New
Year, | always thought it was pretty.
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Quarantine
Anonymous

By:
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For the first few months since the pandemic, | would maneuver around
the house substituting the life | used to live. It was great at first. | did not
have to wake up early for school or converse as much as | used to. Over
time, | began to feel homesick. | yearned to go places, reunite with
friends, eat food, and bond over experiences; this is what Chinatown
offered. After being quarantined for months, | came to appreciate the
atmosphere Chinatown has created for people with similar but different

backgrounds; it is lively and harmonious.
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Cardboard Doodles
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Daily Festivities
(HEHH)
By/fE#&: Jiahao Xu

The dragon pranced

And the lions danced

| watched the silhouette of the Gate
Stretched as the day grew late

The gongs and drums sound

As the day closed on Chinatown
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‘hinatown Food
(FEANEER)

By/E#&: Amy Su

Food is good

But Chinatown food is the best food
So good!
So good!
We have
Dim Sum
Sushi

Rice
& Spring Rolls
Chinatown food goes on and on
Come to Chinatown!
Good food is at Chinatown!
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Overcoming the Language Barrier

By/E#&: Anonymous

| moved to the United States from China when | was 10 years
old. | remember myself struggling to make friends with others because |
was shy and did not know a single word of English. In school, everyone
spoke English, but there is a group of Chinese Americans that would talk
to me in Chinese and help translate for me. Unfortunately, | never found
myself fitting in with that group because they all spoke English to each
other and only spoke Chinese when | was there. | still felt like | was an
outsider.

Both of my parents had to work and were generally not at home,
and | had no friends because of the language barrier, so | felt lonely.
Since there was no one | could talk to, it made me more determined to
learn English. | decided that | wanted to learn English quickly. | wanted

to talk to people and understand what others are saying.

One day while visiting a cousin, | saw him playing video games
and he was really enjoying it, so | decided to give it a try when |
got home. When | first started playing video games, | did not have a sin-
gle clue of what was going on since everything was in English. As | con-
tinued playing, little by little, | slowly learned what each word means and
| realized that not only could | am learning English, but | am having fun
too. The more | played, the more | learned. After a while, | was finally

able to communicate freely with others.
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Life as an Asian- American
By/E#&: Dennis Chen

Being an American means being able to experience the freedom
and rights entitled to living in America. Being an American means that
you are given the opportunity to change your life into a better one, an
even better one than my parents.

The American dream for me was to attend an lvy League school
and make more money than my parents did. When my parents were
young, they did not have the opportunity to play a sport or join an after
school program. | remember my dad telling me that when he was little,
while the other kids were watching the latest cartoons or playing
basketball, my dad would be carrying buckets of water to water the
vegetables. My mom told me that by the time she was in middle school,
she was responsible for going to the supermarket to buy vegetables,
meats, and fish and take them home to clean them and cook it for
dinner. Both my parents came to America as immigrants. My mom was
able to attend high school in Philadelphia and got to live at a relative’s
place. My dad wasn’t so fortunate. He traveled from place to place
looking for a job, working in low wage jobs such as being a janitor.
Today, my dad told me to work hard and be the best that | can be so
that | won’t have to go through what he went through when he just
came to America in the 1990s.

| often see Asians get discriminated against and receive racial
remarks. People would make fun of us, calling us weird. One notable
example was COVID-19. | have seen videos of Asians around the world
getting beaten up by other people of various races in public. People
came to the assumption that if you are Chinese, you must eat bats.
People are quick to make false assumptions without finding out the full
details. One famous example was a viral video of a Chinese woman
eating bat soup. Many people claimed that the video was filmed in
Wuhan when in reality, it was filmed in Palau, a Pacific island nation, a
few years prior to the outbreak. | don’t think that people really
understand our culture. They have to understand that every culture is
unique in their own ways. For example, in China, different areas of China
m have different food and dialect. For example, in the Fujian provinces,



(mEEE ANEE)
EZ: Dennis Chen

one famous dish would be fish balls. Fish balls are very famous in Fujian,
but it might not be as famous if it was in Guangdong province.
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The Allen Hilles Fund, Philadelphia Department of Human Services
(DHS), Philadelphia Youth Network (PYN), Dolfinger- McMahon,
Henrietta Tower Wurts Memorial, and Project Stream, a grant
initiative of the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts that is regionally
administered by the Greater Philadelphia Cultural Alliance and
Philadelphia Health Management Corporation (PHMC) . This project

would not have been possible without the funding provided by them.
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