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Philadelphia Chinatown
Development Corporation
BNEREREG

PCDC is a grassroots, non-profit, community-based organization, found-
ed in 1966. Our mission is to preserve, protect, and promote Chinatown as
a viable ethnic, residential, and business community.
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“Chinatown Community Press” is a youth-led publication incorporating
photography; artwork such as painting, and pen-and-ink drawings; and
stories about Chinatown and the immigrant experience.
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Impressions of Chinatown
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By/fE#: Jia Hong Mei/Z2 /it

Lion Dance
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Happy Chinese New Year
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Red Envelopes
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By/fe%: Linda Chen/E s

No matter what country we are,
the Asian tradition of giving out
red envelopes (money) will al-
ways be part of Asian culture.
Giving out red envelopes to
youths during Chinese New
Year, is a symbol of luck and
prosperity to the year. As an
Asian American, | am proud of
this tradition as a way to show
love and generosity.
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Chinatown's Landmarks

CREABEAIHIBRT])

By/E#: Jason Chen/ [FEHH

Although the frequency of my visits to
Chinatown in the past few years have
dwindled into nothingness, there are
still certain landmarks in the area that
awaken memories in me, even if just
shown from a strange angle in a photo.
At the forefront, this dragon statue,
although not exactly one of the most
amazing or famous additions to China-
town’s appeal, never fails to remind me
of the Chinese school | attended many
years ago (the reason for this being
that upon being dismissed, it was
impossible to not take notice of the
statue while awaiting the arrival of my
parents). To me, it is impressive that
just one small statue can make me
think of something | would never think
of routinely and although nothing
especially impactful took place during
those times, it is still pleasant to recall
the past, especially in a future so
different. And it only takes a second of
thought to realize that there must be
other landmarks or even small details
of scenery in Chinatown that may serve
as catalysts of thought to
other people, whether they
are visitors or residents.
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Unisphere
(HEERER)

By/E#: Willie Chen/[§5%

This picture was taken at Flushing
Meadows Corona Park in New York. It is
a globe and it relates to me because my
parents are immigrants from China that
came to America to pursue the Ameri-
can Dream. It represents how much and
how far they have traveled across the
world to pursue a better life while leav-
ing their family members behind. This
globe represents that my family took a
huge chance on themselves and betted
on themselves that they would come to
America for a better life. This picture is
very important to me because | view it
as how much potential | have in my life
and how much | can achieve and accom-
plish in the future. | have very high
hopes and aspirations to help my family
and give back to the city of
Philadelphia.
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Immigration Reminiscences

(R EREEM)

By/AE&: Joe Ni/Z=HAZS

The Franklin Square was one of my first
adventurous and playful experiences since
returning to the US. Although | was borniin
the US, | was raised in China for the first
few years of my life. | returned around the
age of four with my aunt and met up with
my parents and siblings. | was showered
with toys and given my English name, Joe.
Distinctly, the park was one of the places
that molded my childhood. | loved going
there to play on the swings and the
intricate rope climbing mess. Most notable
was when | went on the merry-go-round or
carousel. It was like magic with its decor
and function as it stood out from the rest
of the park. I distinctly remember riding
once with my siblings and felt a rush of
excitement. | also remember the mini-golf
section to some extent as it was a one-
time experience. | had no idea what golf
was at the time, so | was just randomly
hitting the ball and listening to what my
dad was saying. | didn’t keep score but for
all the holes | doubt | got even an eagle or
par. | might have annoyed some of the
other folks there who were trying but | at
least got a kick out of it and the overall
experience of the park resounds.
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An Asian’s Look
CEVIUNED ==

By/E%: Dennis Lam/ #f+ 5

- -~
i
This is an illustration of growing up as an
Asian American with immigrant parents.
| wanted to convey how Asian
Americans have to balance traditional
Asian culture and pop culture while
living in America. The messy take is used
to give it a feeling of the chaotic life of
an Asian American while maintaining the
traditional views of the generations
before them. The yellow highlight on
the eyes symbolizes the traditional way
of life, where an Asian American sees
the way that their immigrant parents
lived and are trying to maintain that
balance between making their parents
proud and keeping generations of
traditions alive and finding their place
within mainstream society and pop cul-
ture.
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Before and After:
From Imperial Inn to AsianFresh

(ZRIflZ1% « (B E R AET )
By/EE: Bak Gim/(H 4

From 1979 to 2019, 142-144 N 10th St used to be
Imperial Inn. After Imperial Inn was closed
permanently on Jan 27, the site was vacant for
almost 6 months, then the new owner started
to undergo massive demolition and construc-
tion, and it took 3 months for the new Asian
supermarket facade to emerge, and then
another 2 months of set-up, AsianFresh
opened on Dec 19, 2019. The supermarkets
chose different names, for the English name,
AsianFresh, clearly indicates it is an Asian
supermarket, but the Chinese name is from the
idiom “ZKFIEFHHEL” | which emphasizes the
basis of prosperity is a peaceful household, so
the names can cater to patrons of different
cultures and be understood in each acceptable
way. The 7 photos are here to indicate the
transformation of the site from Imperial Inn to
AsianFresh.

(1) Imperial Inn BEEFES (2) Imperial Inn FHEEFEZR
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Two days before Imperial Inn’s permanent ~ Since late Jun 2019, the new owner gradually
closure on Jan 27, 2019. undertook the demolition and construction.
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(3) Imperial Inn ZEEEFE R
Former Imperial Inn’s famous octagonal
entrance appeared one last time (taken on

Sep 6,2019). SWHEEHZ )\ A K IR (%8
5 o BRI 20195 9H6H -

(5) Imperial Inn EIFEFES

The new supermarket fagade finally emerg-
es after two weeks of decoration. &% Fy 74
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(4) Imperlal Inn lﬁi/ﬁ?ﬁ

All traces of Imperial Inn finally vanished into
history (taken on Sep 10, 2019). ¥FEHFLY
FTATRBIN R HEHE - B 20195R9 H10H -

(6) AsianFresh ZZRIET

The new supermarket is called AsianFresh.
Taken on Oct 10, 2019. 4 FAUFFIREHT -
201910 H10H

(7) AsianFresh ZZHI#E ™

AsianFresh finally opened on Dec 19, 2019,
and the weather on that day was excellent.

FAMBHENAE12 A19HBER > & HRA
g% -



The Lonely Girl
CHIRET 2% )

By/fEZ#: Elena

“A girl gets bullied because she is “—(E 2 %A Bl B A AR

different from others."
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My Food Paradise
(FHTEVIRE)

By/AEz: Amy Dong/s530%

My parents, who immigrated to America
have  brought new, life-changing
experiences for me. A new place means
more fun and learning opportunities,
such as trying American foods; which is a
new opportunity for me to learn about
American food culture. Here are some of
my favorite foods that I’ve tried before.
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Mid- Autumn Festival

(HRRkER)
By/fE#: Jacky Chen/[5 45

The Mid-Autumn Festival is an annual
event that is celebrated in many Asian
communities. It is also called the
Moon Festival or the Mooncake
Festival. It traditionally falls on the
15th day of the eighth month in the
Chinese lunar calendar, which is in
September or early October in the
Gregorian calendar.

The Mid-Autumn Festival is the
second most important festival in
China after Chinese New Year.
Chinese people celebrate it by
gathering for dinners and lighting
paper lanterns. In Chinatown, there is
a daylong celebration called the Mid-
Autumn Festival, where families and
friends gather to celebrate by eating,
playing games and just spending time
together. In China, a popular way to
celebrate is letting lanterns into the
sky. Throughout the ages, the Chinese
have used lanterns not only as
sources of light or simple paper
decoration, they symbolize vitality,
social status and good luck. This is a
beautiful sign. Chinatown is important
in preserving our culture.
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Self- Portrait
(BHEH)

By/E#: Junhao Zhao/#x %5

This is a chalk/charcoal drawing of me.
Although 1 was lucky to throughout
my life to attend schools where Asians
where aplenty and discrimination was
not as prevalent. There were still some
instances where | felt like race played
a part in conflicts.

EREAIARRHER - @ERRE
o POEAVECE - AR
% MRE A AE SR - HH
Re(% > FAARS — AR RN
TR R 5 AT -



Soy Milk and Fried Dough Sticks
( FBERDHR)
By/AEZ#: Shenglan Qiw/GpEE5H

When | was a child in China, | always like to
buy the soy milk and fried dough sticks near
my home for breakfast to school because
they are very delicious and convenient.
After | came to the United States, | was
glad that | can still occasionally buy it from
Chinatown for breakfast. Unfortunately,
due to the epidemic, | have not been to
Chinatown for a while. I really hope that the
epidemic will be over soon, so life will
return to normal.
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Lanterns
(FEEE)
By/fE%E: Amanda Lee/ZE[mE 3K

Chinatown has always been a place that
celebrated my own culture, something
very personal to me.

Chinatown holds special events for

Every year,

Chinese holidays including Chinese New
Year and the Lantern Festival. My
drawing is something | made in tribute
to the opportunities this place had
given me to engage in my own culture
and traditions.
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The Color of Our Clothes
(MR AREVERE )

By/EZ#: Sandy Phuong/Z7h




Before my first International Day at
Central High School, | asked my
grandmother for traditional Vietnamese
clothes called an “Ao Dai.” My
grandmother laughed at me and asked
what it was for. | told her it was to
celebrate our culture at school. She told
me that American people wouldn’t like
what we wore and that wearing an “Ao
Dai” was very “UNAmerican.” She
continued to say that when she came to
America as an immigrant she didn’t
bring any traditional clothes because
she was scared of the way people would
treat her differently if she wore them. |
was shocked and when | asked my
mother she thought the same. My
grandmother joked and said that if | got
one that it should be the American col-
ors blue, red, and white. | got sad at the
fact that we were so Americanized to
the point that we were ashamed to
show pride in what our culture wore. |
asked her, “Don’t you miss it?” She
would say yes, but she also told me that
her life was different as an immigrant
and that she didn’t want it to be the
same for her grandchildren. | told her
that | would rather be proud of our cul-
ture than not have a culture at all. In the
end, my mom went to Vietnam and got
me an ao dai, but it was many different
colors and designs that represented the
aesthetics of Vietnamese culture that |
could wear proudly.
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Art and Asian American Career Paths

CEAfITAI o 7 SR AN ISR iE RS )

ByAE#: Lidya Ang/ft5i]72

As an Asian American art was akin to
being a guilty pleasure. From a young
age | loved to draw and create. | would
doodle all over my school work and sew

clothing for my dolls. | aspired to
L0}l be an artist or a designer but those

dreams were immediately shot down.
Like many of my peer | was told that |
should pursue careers in medical field.
Our parents who travel across the world
spend their entire being here seeking
stability and security. This is to ensure a



better life for us. | am exceedingly
grateful for this as | am the one who
benefits the most from these
circumstances. Art is probably the field
that least aligns with the stable and
secure mindset that parents aspire for.
So it no wonder they encourage us to
avoid it.

For the longest time | thought that
pursuing a career in art would be a
betrayal towards my parents. All their
efforts towards a better life would be
put at risk. This is the choice that many
young Asian-Americans face when
choosing their career path. Many will
chose to abandon a future in what they
love to appease their parents. | started
with that mindset entering college with
a biology and psychology duel major in
mind and planning on entering medical
school. | found myself miserable and
ultimately chose to switch into interior
design. | had a friend who entered as a
chemistry major and switched into
interior design with me but in the end
chose to switch into health science.
Both of us had similar experience with
the pressures of family pushing us
towards that stable career path. Neither
of us made the right choice. We simply
made different choice. As Asian
Americans we are sometimes placed in
similar circumstances and share similar
experiences but in the end we are
unique individuals. We grow with our
experiences and are not defined by our
circumstances but the choices we make.
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My Story As an Adoptee
(FRATHCE AT EE )

By/fF#: Kai Evans/di52 30 Hr

I am a Chinese-American adoptee that
came to the U.S. at 15 months old. | grew
up in a small, rural town in Pennsylvania
where next to no one looked like me,
not even my own family. While | had a
fairly normal upbringing, | endured
copious amounts of microaggressions
and the occasional bursts of outright
racism being a minority in a majority
white area.

In 2016, | graduated from high school
and began my education at Temple
University. Of the many things Temple
has given me, the most important and
invaluable is the City of Philadelphia
where I've grown and learned more
about other people, cultures, ways of
thinking, and myself, which is more than
| could have ever imagined.

Chinatown has always been a safe space
for me. It’s a good connection between
what | know and what | want to know
more about. | often feel more
comfortable yet more unwelcome in
white spaces and less comfortable but
more welcome in any other space.
Chinatown has given me a safe place
that | now can call my home and has
fostered a community where | feel safe
and inspired to continue on my journey
of identity and growth. I love Philly’s
Chinatown so much and | have so much
respect and appreciation for all the local
businesses that strive to serve the com-
munity each day. Thank you!

1 B
RIS (O
BN AELS
MWEPNIRE =
FEE M —
A INEK
K o JBE%E
HAFE—
B EEE
HHyZ A
PRFEA— ,
B o BRI KR IEY - =
TER—HEE S, AISIEREA RN
NtEAL, RIOTHEDZERER
2 PRI B A

20165 » FMrm HrERlL e R RS K
BE o RELTHRFLIRE - Hh
B B BRI TE A Ak TE PRI 4k
o WECEK T, & 7R A
ANELgE TR, b, URBECH
T B - X BNV TR
HyAES -

AR RUR B AT o TR
PRI E AR AR R ST i -
BEREREA N FEFRERZ
Fr 5L - FEHA 22 (5] L B 2 BOUME AR
EPHR o (HEE A T T — DNEBRRZ
B R T o L —ANEEREE]
Fr BB AR TS BRI
AR Z TRAVAETX « BRI H BB
AL JtIEE S E RS AT SS
TINS5 st - WHEHRAT!




The Last Colonial
(R HYFE B3 )

By/E4: Esther Hio-Tong Castillo/E[EEE

| was born and grew up in a place of no
longer. A place that only exists in
memory. None of what constitutes my
homeland is anymore. Was colonialism
real? Did | live it> Where is the evidence?
Sometimes, | feel like | was just a dream.
| am the last colonial.

European colonialism has erased my
ancestors’ truths, their pride, their hu-
manity, their love. What was left was
blame, and shame, and rage. Sometimes
directed to our families; sometimes, to
ourselves. We became afraid. Too afraid
to find out the truth. Too afraid to face
our feelings . Too afraid to connect with
our deepest selves. We learned to be
afraid of ourselves. We bury our pain.

Chinese nationalism couldn’t allow for
Western imperialism to be remembered.
At the end of decades of anticipation,
Chinese modernity came overnight. As a
people, we couldn't wait to rid of our
shame and our mental slavery. The hu-
miliation that imperialism has brought
us. The Party forced us to forget, like a
parent’s advice to his child, “Just get
over it!” We pretend.

In the exercise between forgetting and
remembering oppressions and fanta-
sies, my mental world was shattered
into many fragments. Torn between
two nations and the dichotomy of the
colonizer and the subaltern, my soul
was split into three dimensions. Ones
that are constructed by the colonizer’s
imperial lies; the emperor’s nationalistic
dreams; and my own insignificant aspi-
rations. My upbringing taught me to
understand my world as constrained by
those multiple grids of class, status, lan-
guage, color, gender, sexuality, and sub-
ordination. | couldn’t bear the tensions,
ambivalences, and anxieties any longer.

| escaped.
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I Am Who
(FeEsfE)

By/E#: Kevin Zheng/#[ 5257

Ny

| have only been able to speak and
write English my whole life. My
native language is Fuzhounese, but
speaking the words and phrases of
my native tongue is quite difficult for
me. To make matters worse, | cannot
speak or write Chinese at all. |
believed for a long time that | was
unintellectual and not capable of
learning more than one language. My
mother enrolled me in a Chinese
school for multiple years. | remember
going to class and trying to learn the
different characters and the
numbers. But, when our teachers
gave instructions to write down our
Chinese names, | couldn’t do it
because | didn’t know how to write
my name. During the exams, | lost
points for incorrectly writing my
name. | didn’t need anyone to tell me
that | was a disgrace, because |

already knew | was. Regardless, |
have received backlash from my

mother and my classmates.

Years later, | gave up learning
Chinese and stopped going to that
forsaken school. I’ve been stuck with
just one language my whole life,
which motivated me to excel in
English classes at my public high
school. | overachieved on many
English assignments. My letter of
college recommendation was from
an English teacher. My favorite
teachers at school happen to be all
English teachers from different years
in high school. My favorite books
were reading assignments such as
the Odyssey and the lliad. I’'ve even
written a prequel for the Wonder
Woman, which was based on
Achilles from The lliad (this was out
of pure boredom). None of it
mattered since those around me
were doing the same in the
prestigious  high  school that
attended, but it felt good to be
decent at something. | could
communicate on a basic level when |
am speaking Fuzhounese, and it was
easy to integrate English words into
the phrases that | would speak if |
didn’t know a word. However, |
could not do that at all with Chinese,
and one of the only things | knew
how to say was {R%F (Ni hao). Out of
fear of forgetting my own culture
and part of my identity, | took a
piece of scrap paper and wrote my
Chinese name on it. | failed the first



time and wrote it again on top of my
mistake. | kept the paper in a box
full of memories and stored it away.
Now, years have passed with my
memory of my Chinese name fading
away. | no longer know how to write
my Chinese name anymore, but | do
know how to say it. If | were to try
and write it, | would need to copy it
from the paper. But, | also learned
an important lesson. | am
surrounded by people who are like
me, and therefore my culture is
never forgotten. Whenever go to
Chinatown, | feel a part of me is
where it belongs. | realized that |
didn’t need to be able to speak or
write Chinese to feel apart. | didn’t
have to know how to write my
Chinese name for my Chinese friends
to appreciate me and communicate
with me. | learned the importance of
true identity and to appreciate who
we are now.
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My Personal Story
CHAVE A IEE)

ByAE#&: Derek Lam/#k+%

Hello, my name is Derek Lam.
Chinatown has impacted my life in many
ways. Before, this pandemic | would go
to Chinatown and Crane Center at least
twice a week. Since Chinatown is really
close to my school and it is like a four

minute bus ride if | take the 57.

Chinatown has impacted me because it
gave a chill and hangout place with my
friends to go. There are so many food
places to go and boba places, such as
Teado, and Kung Fu Tea. Before, | would
go straight home, but now | would go to
Crane Center to attend PCDC’s Teen Club
activities, every Friday with my friends. |
have made a lot of new friends and met
new people ever since | started going
there to play basketball. Crane has really
nice courts and awesome lighting and
there are free SAT classes which are
really helpful. I like how all this is free and
you can play your favorite sport because
there is like 3 different sports being
played at Crane.

Crane Center is a great addition to the
Chinatown community, especially since
we have very limited space to do sports
and hangout. Chinatown has everything
that you could need and want. This
neighborhood has impacted my life.
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Being a “her” Immigrant

(TER—(E "4 FEE)

By/{F#&: Anonymous/t&+

Being a “her” immigrant, you are to be

raised differently from your brother

Being a “her” immigrant, you are to only

be in the house

Being a “her” immigrant, you are body
shamed, you are treated “less” than

your brother

Being a “her” immigrant, you are the

disappointment in the family

Being a ‘her”, speaking about your rape
story, will tear the family apart

Being a “her” immigrant, you are to be
quiet and not speak freely

Being a ‘her”, you are to follow every

rule, if not you are disowned

Being a “her” immigrant, you are to cry
in your room and know that you will

never be good enough for your parents

Being a ‘her” Immigrant
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Bring Your Heart
(i _EAREY)

THE AMERICAN DREAM
1S NOT ABOUT HAVING STUFF,
T'S ABOUT HAVING OPPORTUNITY

ByAE#&: Dylan Luong/{ i, —“e——
TGRS

Hello! My name is Dylan Luong and | am
the author of “Bring Your Heart,” which
is projected to be published in
December, 2020. This book is inspired by
my mother’s immigration story. She was
born in Can Tho, which was at the time a
small village located in South Vietnam.
My mom and her family lived in the
midst of the Vietnam War and for my
mother, her entire life thus far had been
occupied by violence and war. It was
after the Fall of Saigon in 1975, that my
mother’s family decided that it was time
to leave Vietnam. Her parents did not
want to live under a communist regime
and desired a better life for their kids.
After two years of saving up enough
money, they were able to finally leave
Vietnam legally on a boat.

“Boat People,” as they are referred to
as today were Vietnamese refugees
during the late 1970s and 8o0s, that fled
Vietnam via boat in pursuit of a better
life. For my mother, her family didn’t
really have a set destination in mind. It
was really just whichever country would
take them in. What was expected to be
a short 5-day trip to either Malaysia or
Indonesia, quickly turned south for the
500 people on the small, cramped boat.
The engine broke down multiple times,
which left them stranded in the middle
of the ocean with no food or water for 2
weeks. During this time, they encoun-
tered pirates that robbed them of
everything they had. By the end, they
were rescued by a Russian ship and

tugged all the way to an Indonesian
island called, Kuku Island.

They would survive on this island and
hop over to a different island for two
years, before finally being saved by
American recruiters. The family would
then fly their way to Lancaster,
Pennsylvania where for the next decade,
the 9-person family lived in a rugged
apartment located in the rough side of
Downtown Lancaster City. Adjusting to
the new culture and learning a new
language proved to be significantly
difficult for the family, as well as,
applying for citizenship. They also
experienced racism and scrutiny for
being Vietnamese immigrants, especially
living in rural Pennsylvania.

Today, my family still lives in Lancaster,
Pennsylvania. My mom is a long-standing
supervisor for the USPS and truly
represents the American Dream. As her
son, | am grateful for her sacrifices and
for her story-telling. | believe that these
types of stories are crucial because they
teach us so many valuable lessons about
appreciating our loved ones and also
acknowledging our past. This is the
reason why | am writing this book. |
want to be able to preserve my family’s
story and to share it with the rest of the
world.

Excerpt from Chapter 4 entitled, “April
30th, 1975”

The evening sun arrived as | made my
trek back home. | open the door and to
my surprise see Mom and Dad closing
sitting at the kitchen table. My father
holding on to my mother’s hands. |
expected them to scold me for leaving
without telling them, but nothing was



said. They just looked at me with this
sorrowful look on their face. | step in
closer and notice the old radio on the
table, placed in between both of them.
Static filled the quiet void in the room,
then a roar erupted from the radio. |
didn’t recognize the voice, it has a
weird, yet familiar accent. Then it
occurred to me that this particular ac-
cent is that of a Northern Vietnamese
man.

The man on the radio blared, “We are
united! We are united! The rich will share
with the poor! The war is over! Saigon
has fallen!”
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First Year in America

(TEEEHTE—F)

By/EE: Steven Wu/Z %]

My first year in America was full of
encounters, getting into fights, falling in
love, overcoming the language barrier, and
making friends. The first day in my new
school was nerve-wrecking, yet exciting at
the same time. The structure was very
different from the school | had attended in
China, it was smaller, it did not have a track
field and it was surrounded by fences. The
class size was way smaller, 20 students
instead of 50. The classroom is also more
homely and decorated, the desks were not
separated into rows and columns; all of it
had given me quite a shock. The teacher
introduced me to the class. She told the
class that | did not speak English and asked
a girl in the class who speaks Chinese and
English to help me during the class. Her
name was Ana. She translated all the
schoolwork for me and helped me when |
needed to communicate with the teacher. |
later joined a program called ESOL in the
school. Every day | would spend some time
in the ESOL class to learn English. There
were some other kids there, but | was the
oldest out of them.

Fast forward several months, at this point, |
could hold normal conversations with
people and do all the schoolwork on my
own now. Moreover, | established a great
relationship with Ana. In school, she was
the only person | had regular conversations
with  because others still seemed
somewhat unapproachable to me. | found
a spot in our schoolyard that allowed me to
sit through all of recess. During the past
several months | tried countless times to
join the other kids in football because that
was the only thing they played. | was com-
pletely new to football and did not know
how to play. | eventually observed others
playing and figured out the basics. It

seemed like the person with the ball
[0l was ‘it’ and everyone on the enemy

team chases after him. He is to carry the ball
to the goal on the enemy side. Every time he
gets caught by the enemy team he must
stop, and they start the game again at the
point he was caught. | tried to join them
once when | felt confident that | grasped
the basics of the game. | joined them, but |
quickly realized | was never getting the ball.
All that | was did was run around on the
field. It didn't matter to me at the start, but
after a month or so of that, | had enough. |
stopped playing with them, or should | say |
was never playing with them.

Whether | was there didn't affect the game
one bit. | was invisible, | didn't exist in their
world. | was hurt, being ignored by
everyone was pretty depressing for me. |
was a lively kid back in China because |
always played with my friends during the
time between classes. After this incident, I
stopped doing anything during recess and
just sat at the spot | found. I might have
looked depressed, | think 1 purposely
exaggerated my facial expression to look
even more depressed. | wanted someone to
notice me, to comfort me, but that
someone never came.

Due to the difference in the education we
received, | was 3 years ahead in terms of the
math curriculum. This made me breeze
through the math work at school, everyone
would ask me for answers. This allowed me
to look down on others at the time. | knew
others were just using me, but | didn’t care.
| looked down on others because | was
better than them academically. Looking
back this might have been a way for me to
protect myself. Looking down on others so |
wouldn’t feel the urge to talk to them and
become friends with them. | don’t know
when it started, but me and Ana started to
meet up before school and go to a corner
store together to get snacks for lunch. We
would run back to school in laughter when



we were close to being late. | went to her
house for an event organized by the class.
We decided that | would go to the nearby
corner store in my neighborhood and
purchase chips using Ana's money,
everyone was very hype. | went to Ana's
home that day, she lives in a typical road-
house. Her house was painted red, it stood
out from its neighbors due to its bright
colors. She went into the house and came
out with a bag of pennies. | grabbed the
bag and put it into my school bag and left. |
never went into her house. As the year
went on, | grew closer to Ana, we had lots
of happy moments together. One day Ana
told me she was moving and transferring
to a different school and it was a big shock
to me. | told her | would treasure the time
that we spent together. The year went on
and school ended. That concludes my first
year in America .
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(4 Basketball Court and Playground

(CHIEBRIA IR )
By/AE&: Darren Chen/&= 8845

Chinese Christian Church & Center, a
Christian community located in
Chinatown, contains two campuses. The
first, located at Vine Street and 9th Street,
holds the Sunday worship service for
English Speaking Ministry (ESM) and the
Cantonese Speaking Ministry (CSM). The
Spring Campus, located at 10th and Spring
Streets, is for the Mandarin Speaking Min-
istry (MSM). The spring campus, apart
from holding Sunday service, also contains
a playground and basketball court. These
two areas are now being remodeled, but
they reminisce of a simpler time.

| grew up on the playground, where
children would tire themselves out playing
simple games such as tag. | had many
amazing moments on each and every part
of that playground, whether it was
jumping off the swings, going down the
slides or simply running up the stairs to
put as much distance as | can from the
person being “it”. In addition to having
fun, I made many of my friends through
the various games played on that
playground.

As | entered my teenage years, my place
of recreation shifted from the playground
to the basketball court. The basketball
court was separated from the playground
by a fence. It was also outdoors and its
ground was covered with plastic tiles.
Basketball hoops were situated on both
ends of the court, each having a metal
backboard and a thick double rim. This
was where my love for basketball grew,
and it also became a place for people to
socialize and have fun.

Every Sunday after service, the courts
would be populated by kids and adults
alike sharing the courts. Even if the people
weren’t familiar with each other,

through basketball they were able to bond
and become friends. This was the power of
the court, taking two absolute strangers
and creating a connection between them.
This summer, the playground and the
church’s  remodeling will replace the
playground and change the courts.
Although | miss the old structures of the
playground and basketball court, especially
the memories made on them, | am excited
for the new renovations and changes.
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My Lunar New Year
(FRHY R HrE )
By/fF#: Ricky Nif7 L%

Lunar New Year serves as the equivalent
to the U.S’s New Year. In popular
culture, people also know Lunar New
Year as Chinese New Year. People
celebrate this occasion to usher in the
start of the new calendar year, based on
cycles of the moon in the lunar calendar.

When | was younger, my mom and dad
would always take me to Chinatown to
celebrate by watching the lion dance.
Even though it was loud and messy, it
had a place in my heart because it marks
a new year for my family and me. After
enjoying the lion dance, we would
always eat a mooncake. After eating
food, we would have small fireworks to
celebrate. But for me, | thought the red
envelopes were the most exciting part.
They contained money for me and
became my allowance for the new year.
However, most of the time, my mom
takes it and holds on to them for my
sake, so she can "use it for my future".

This is how food can transcend different
cultures. To celebrate the holidays, no
matter your race or ethnicity, you
gather with family and friends around
food. | love my culture and am proud to
be an Asian American.
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Racial Disparities Across the Asian Diaspora
and Covid-19 in Philadelphia

By/E%: Martina ThomasAt T T 44

“Of all the forms of inequality, injustice in health care is the
most shocking and inhumane.” MLK

Philadelphia’s Chinatown is the place
that I've called home for the past 4
years. As a first-generation South Asian,
| immediately felt a strong sense of
community after moving to Chinatown.
One of the best parts of living in our
diverse city is being able to have the
small-town experience while still living in
one of the largest cities in the United
States, a city that is 65% people of color.
I’ve had the privilege of sharing in many
new traditions and celebrations and
experiencing the finest cuisines our city
has to offer in Chinatown. Despite the
many amazing things that Chinatown
and its community members have to
offer, | have witnessed the gradual
reduction in foot traffic since the start of
the COVID-19 pandemic in January 2020.
For a city that prides itself in “brotherly
love”, the love for members of the Asian
and Pacific Islander communities, in
particular, was less apparent even
before the official start of the lockdown.
Once a bustling neighborhood filled
with authentic markets, restaurants, and
a thriving nightlife, the COVID-19
pandemic began to negatively impact
Chinatown businesses faster than
others. This can be attributed to several
factors, fear and ignorance being the
most evident. The gradual but dramatic
change was a result of frequent racist
and negative comments and misinfor-
mation made by certain US leaders

. inundating Americans daily through
34

the media. As a result, a sense of panic
began to set in within our country.
Unfortunately, during times of stress,
people often search for someone to
blame for misfortunes. In the case of
COVID-19, the Asian and Pacific Islander
communities became the victims, in
more ways than one.

While treating patients on various
COVID-19 units, what became increas-
ingly apparent was the overrepresenta-
tion of ethnic minorities. This trend was
not only unique to Philadelphia, but to
cities across the US and around the
world. There are numerous cultural,
socioeconomic, and physiological risk
factors that play major roles in these
racial disparities; however, | was curious
as to the unique risk factors for
members of the Asian and Pacific
Islander communities. One of these
factors is the concept of multigenera-
tional households. It is not uncommon
in Asian and Pacific Islander households
for adult children to live in the same
home as their parents, and raise their
own children alongside grandparents.
While working in the hospital, | found
myself treating multiple members of the
same household, all COVID positive.
Despite the many benefits of living with
multiple generations in a household,
this type of household also poses as an
easy mode for COVID-19 to spread
quickly. Those at the highest risk of
experiencing more severe illness as a



result of COVID-19 are older adults, as
well as adults with co-existing illnesses.

Many members of the Asian and Pacific
Islander communities experience higher
rates of hypertension, diabetes, and
hyperlipidemia. These all increase the
risk of serious complications as a result
of COVID-19. Other risk factors like lan-
guage barriers and legal status may limit
access to medical care, resources, and
testing. Socioeconomic factors also play
a major part in increasing the risk of
contracting COVID-19. Members of the
Asian and Pacific Islander communities
that come from low-income households
may be living in more urban areas in
close proximity with other people
making it difficult to practice social
distancing. Many members of these
communities either lost their jobs
during the lockdown or work jobs in
public sectors and hospital settings that
increase their risk of exposure to the
virus.]

As of August 4, 2020, there have been
30,771 confirmed cases of COVID-19 and
1,695 deaths as a result of the virus in
the city of Philadelphia. Of those cases,
the African American community has
been hit the hardest out of all of the
ethnic minorities in the City, represent-
ing 45.1% of total cases. The latest data
posted by the city shows that Asians
account for approximately 3.4% (1,061)
of total cases, at a rate of 94.2 per
10,000 residents. When cases were
analyzed with both race and age
however, the rate of cases for Asians
over the age of 75 was 316.2 per 10,000
residents. The rate of deaths for Asians
over the age of 75 was 82.2 per 10,000
residents. This data shows that the
elders of the Asian community are the
most vulnerable when it comes to

COVID-19 (data taken from the City of
Philadelphia COVID-19 Overview Case
Demographics).

The Philadelphia Department of Public
Health recently released a Coronavirus
Interim Racial Equity Plan to address the
racial inequities created by the COVID-19
pandemic. The document highlights the
city’s areas of concern and the
proposed plan to address these issues.
The main problems they plan to address
are “Access to COVID-19 Testing,
Surveillance Data, Community Outreach,
Chronic Health Conditions, Protecting
Essential Workers, Community Spread,
Spread in Congregate Settings, and Case
Investigation and Contact Tracing”.
Many local organizations like SEAMAAC
have been performing community
outreach by providing free COVID
testing sites, as well as free masks and
hand sanitizer, in addition to educating
the communities hit hardest by this
pandemic. The City of Philadelphia’s
COVID-19 resource website now offers
translations in Chinese, Vietnamese,
Korean, Hindi, Indonesian, and Khmer in
addition to several other languages
commonly spoken in our city. Some of
these things may seem small but are still
significant steps in the right direction of
addressing the racial disparities that
affect our city. Despite the difficult
times we have all faced since the start
of the pandemic, over the past few
weeks | have been inspired by the
renewed sense of community not only
in Chinatown but in the rest of the city
as well, as people have been coming
together to rebuild and heal from the
trauma caused by the pandemic. Slowly
but surely, | am beginning to feel the
“brotherly love” once again.
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Finding Chinatown
(FZIEAL)

By/E4&: Joanna Huang/& %55

After months of thoughts and
preparation,

It’s finally time for me to leave,
| blinked back tears,

As | waved goodbye to my family

Scared about not fitting in,
Or if  would be successful,
The plane ride was swift,
Landing me on the U.S. soil
The loneliness consumed me,

As | walked through the crowds,

Dragging my luggage timidly,

Nobody similar to me could be found,

Until I saw a giant sign,
An arch with rainbow colors,
The Chinatown friendship gate,

Leading to my new home forever.
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Survivor

(EfF=)

By/{E%&: Lilly Chhun/&+L%

They take my “broken English” as
Weakness.

My small eyes as

Blind.

My short stature as a Willing victim.
Yet,

I’ve walked beyond Water.

I’ve breathed in Fire. Dodged the
rains of Bullets.

Ran with a Corpse on my back.
Still, they

Take my English as weakness.
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Messages from the Team 2K 5 ERLEHIE B

“The PCDC youth summer WorkReady pro-
gram gave me something productive and
stress free to do during the quarantine. The
program is flexible and allowed me to fit it
into my schedule with no troubles.”
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- Jiahao Xu

“This summer | worked for PCDC, | feel
like it was better than | expected because
I thought it wouldn’t be that good due to
Covid-19. The staff and other WorkReady
members were all helpful to each other. |
recommend people to come to this pro-
gram.”
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“Creative and communicative aspects
are best to be expressed freely, especial-
ly during this pseudo-apocalypse.”

“CEMERIAOR 7 T H R A 0 R
A ETEX MR TR HAR] < 7
- Joe Ni

“This press is our wonder of the summer
in the middle of such chaos.”
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- Shenglan Qiu

“This program was really fun. | enjoyed
doing projects and earning money.”

“EERRFERAEH - WEZ A
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- Derek Lam

“It was an enjoyable experience to be
able to work alongside such talented
individuals! | liked how everything was a
team effort, and everyone contributed
in one way or another.”
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- David Liu

“Eat a chicken nugget when you’re sad,
and you just might feel better... unless
you don’t like chicken nuggets.”
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- Amanda Lee

“Chinatown was a big part of my
upbringing and it holds a special place
in my heart.”
“REABTE R PR E AT T
EERLESHRANE -7
- Sikai Zheng

“Stay safe and wear your masks.” :)

ORRFZLRFFESAFLE -7 o)
- Joanna Huang

“Dedicated to all the people I met
this 2020.”
“BREG 2020 FIBFINFTA A 7
- Sunnie Lin
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Messages from the Team 3R 5 ERVERIEE

“Chinatown is a wonderful place full of
amazing fun and exciting stores. You can
go to one of the numerous stores for
food and relax in a cafe with friends.”
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- Ricky Ni

“Thank you to PCDC for allowing me to
have this opportunity to be able to work
during quarantine. Special shoutout to
Rosaline and Kevin for their fun icebreak-
ers, new assignments, and de-stressing
activities that allow us to work and grow
together as a community. Being a team
leader has allowed me to see that team-
work tests how each of us is going to han-
dle our concerns, and work together to
overcome challenges. PCDC has given me
many unforgettable memories and you
won’t find a better group of people!”
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“I’m extremely grateful for PCDC granting
this valuable chance and opportunity for
us students.”

“HIEH R PCOC R IR M ER AL MR
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- Junhao Zhao

“Trips to Chinatown are filled with
memories of family and friends. It’s
truly a place that holds many tradi-
tions.”

“RE NIRRT T IR R ARR
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- Melodie Liu

“It’s been fun and collaborative work-
ing with PCDC. I’'m glad to be a part of
this amazing community. Take care
everyone.”
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- Ashley Wang

“l enjoyed conversing and cooperat-
ing with my fellow teammates to
make the flyer.”
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- Jason Chen

“This summer was a lot more memo-
rable thanks to PCDC.”

JBHPCDC » SHFE RS AMER -
- Jacky Chen

“Drum roll, | did not expect to get
accepted into PCDC, however | loved
every meeting and the friendly com-
munity. BEST WORKREADY experi-
ence!”
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- Rose Eh

TR
- Kenny Chiu

“ Go birds!”



"Chinatown has been a humble and safe
environment for our fellow Asian Ameri-
cans. | will always remember the times

when | let my non-Asian friends try bubble

tea. It was either a lot of choking or a
huge smile of delight."
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- Kevin Zheng

"They said to never give up, but my
parents never let me. Eh same results"

“fr PR K BN GIEE (B2 EE
KIBANEGEK - FFEAVEEER 7
- Luke Xu

“Need some good food recommenda-
tions? Nothing can beat those juicy dim

sums, slurpy noodles, and mouth watering

hot pots in Chinatown.”
“TRE LR 7 (L %J\ﬁ
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-Linda Chen

“Working with PCDC has been great.

Even though I’'m at home, they remind
me how lively and beautiful Chinatown
could be because of the food and peo-

ple.”
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- Sandy Phuong

“Thanks for making this summer special!”

“RUETEEEEE REERR T
- Meihua Li

EAB—HRZ

A

“l had a great time participating in this
program. Remember to wear a mask
when you are outside!”
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- Willie Chen

“ Chinatown is not just a historical place
in Philly. It is a home of culture, love,
and family. ”
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“It’s amazing how vintage Chinatown
can look, you can imagine how Chinese
immigrants lived many many years ago
through these paintings on buildings.”
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- JiaHao Liu

“As an Asian American, Chinatown has
always been a special place to me. Chi-
natown is not only rich in culture but
also plays a crucial role in connecting
with the Asian community.”
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- Senmi Li

“This year was fun and exciting | got to
work with many enthusiastic people.”
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- Dennis Lam
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