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PCDC Statement on Traffic Impact of the Proposed 76ers Arena

CHINATOWN, PHILADELPHIA - As Chinatown’s only neighborhood planning and development
organization, the Philadelphia Chinatown Development Corporation (PCDC) released a statement of
opposition to the 76ers Arena Proposal on March 16, 2023. Since then, 76DevCorp has launched an
extensive and misleading media campaign promoting the proposed arena. 76DevCorp underplays the
project’s inevitable, debilitating impacts on Chinatown. Chief among these is how traffic congestion
stemming from the arena would destroy Chinatown’s small business economy and cultural vitality.

The traffic impact study commissioned by 76DevCorp itself further validates PCDC’s concerns. The
study was released to Chinatown organizations through exercise of PA’s right-to-know law. The study
states that the arena would cause officially unacceptable levels of congestion at thirteen intersections
spread across Callowhill Street, Vine Street, Race Street, Arch Street, Cuthbert Street, Filbert Street, and
Market Street. The study states that congestion levels can be improved by closing 10 and 11™ Streets
between Market and Filbert Streets on event days. However, even with the proposed improvements, the
study determines that several intersections along Vine Street would still have the worst levels of traffic
delays.

76DevCorp’s traffic plan is untenable with view to its destructive impact on Chinatown. The plan
essentially requires the closing off of Chinatown’s northern and southern entrances to visitors, whom the
Chinatown economy relies on. By shutting down 10" and 11t streets and overwhelming Vine Street with
the worst levels of traffic congestion, Chinatown will be suffocated on North and South sides especially
around 5:30pm — 7:30pm, the same time Chinatown restaurants typically welcome dinner crowds.
Moreover, bus routes 23 and 45 that typically run through Chinatown on 11t street will need to be
rerouted, disadvantaging the many residents that rely on them and further deterring external patrons.

PCDC’s survey from August 2023 shows that, out of 213 responses, 74% of visitors use a vehicle to
travel to Chinatown. Some local restaurant owners state that approximately 30-40% of their business is
done by delivery and how traffic congestion from Convention Center events have crushed the delivery
business in Chinatown. Arena events will undermine Chinatown’s restaurant economy in the same way.

76DevCorp’s claim that parking is a non-issue is also unfounded. The 2020 Philadelphia Parking
Inventory report found that the Chinatown/Convention Center area has only 1,360 public parking spaces.*
76DevCorp generously claims that up to 40% of the 18,500 arena-goers will take transit, leaving 60% or
over 11,000 people driving, walking, or taking Uber. On every game night, all 1,360 spaces along with
any street parking in Chinatown will tend to be filled first, before garages and streets elsewhere. No
parking spaces will be left for Chinatown patrons.

Demolition and construction-related traffic congestion will have the greatest detrimental impact on
Chinatown’s economy. Based on cases in other cities, the 76ers arena will require major street closures
lasting several years and cause unfathomable traffic disruption on all of Chinatown’s connecting streets.

1 Kanthor, D., & Ikirezi, B. (2020). Center City, Philadelphia Parking Inventory. Philadelphia City Planning Commission.
Retrieved from https://www.phila.gov/media/20211103150142/CentralPhiladelphiaParkingStudy2020.pdf.



mailto:jchin@chinatown-pcdc.org
https://www.phila.gov/media/20211103150142/CentralPhiladelphiaParkingStudy2020.pdf

The resulting loss in economic activity and eventual closure of businesses is evident and guaranteed.?
Many of Chinatown’s family-owned businesses will not be able to survive this multi-year disruption.

The 76ers Arena Proposal is a clear existential threat to Chinatown’s future and PCDC’s mission to
protect and preserve Chinatown as a viable ethnic, residential and business community. PCDC’s findings
show that the proposed 76ers arena would extinguish Chinatown’s commercial base, lifeblood to the
cultural and social fabric of the neighborhood. We urge our local officials and representatives to oppose
the proposed 76ers arena in light of the facts and in honor of our community’s collective right to ensure
the future of our neighborhood.

About the Philadelphia Chinatown Development Corporation

Philadelphia Chinatown Development Corporation (PCDC) is a grassroots, non-profit, community-based organization.
Our mission is to preserve, protect, and promote Chinatown as a viable ethnic, residential, and business community.

Contact us at info@chinatown-pcdc.org or_http://chinatown-pcdc.org/ to get involved in the community, whether it's
through using our many resources, learning about the neighborhood, or volunteering.
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2 McCarthy, E., & Perez-Castells, A. (2023, June 15). Curran’s pub has “no business” in the wake of road closures and detours.
here’s how area businesses are feeling the aftershock of the 1-95 collapse. The Philadelphia Inquirer.
https://www.inquirer.com/business/retail/i95-collapse-philadelphia-currans-state-road-northeast-tacony-20230615.html

NBC 10 Philadelphia. (2022, December 10). Brewerytown businesses feel the pain as SEPTA Closes Street for Construction.
NBC10 Philadelphia. https://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/news/local/brewerytown-businesses-feel-the-pain-as-septa-
closes-street-for-construction/3447311/

Campisi, A. (2009, August 20). Market-frankford el fallout. WHY'Y. https://whyy.org/articles/9692/
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