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Urban stadiums generally have a negative to little appreciable effect on the
local economy.

Urban stadiums generally cause gentrification and displacement of
surrounding low-income communities.

Urban stadiums create unhealthy microenvironments through the
production of air, light and noise pollution. 

Urban stadiums have worsened crime levels in surrounding areas and led
to delays in emergency services.

AT A GLANCE:

BACKGROUND:
Since its inception in 1966, the Philadelphia Chinatown Development
Corporation (PCDC) has represented the Chinatown neighborhood in
matters of urban renewal and physical development. PCDC's mission is to
protect, preserve, and promote Chinatown as a viable ethnic, business,
and residential community. In the wake of the 76ers arena proposal in July
of 2022, PCDC conducted a literature review of academic research
conducted on the impacts of urban stadiums in cities around the United
States. 

The purpose of the literature review is to take a more informed and
research-based approach to advocating for Chinatown in the face of the
76ers arena proposal. It is important to note that the studies cited in the
literature review do not differentiate between indoor venues versus
outdoor venues and stadiums that host primarily sports events versus
those that host a wider variety of events. Feel free to contact Caroline
Aung (caung@chinatown-pcdc.org) for any questions about this report. 



Stadiums generally do not have any appreciable effect on income,
employment, tax revenue, or tourist spending at the municipal scale.
Attendees usually spend money inside stadium walls rather than
outside.
Traffic congestion can crowd out other economic activity.
Revenue generated gets concentrated in a few hands with already
massive salaries (e.g. players, coaches, front office).
Substitution effect: money spent on sports would be spent on other
entertainment in the city.

ECONOMIC IMPACT

HOUSING AND 
DISPLACEMENT

Stadiums exhibit clear indicators of gentrification: areas near
stadiums have above average increases in income and higher
rates of displacement of racial and ethnic minorities. 
Areas near stadiums experience significant commercial and
residential development with heightened real estate prices.
Examples of stadium-led gentrification: SoFi stadium in LA;
Nationals Stadium and Capital One Arena in Washington DC;
Barclays Center in NYC; Mercedes-Benz stadium in Atlanta



COMMUNITY SAFETY

Stadiums have heightened crime levels in surrounding areas. 
Arrival of National MLB teams in Washington DC led to an increase
in reported assaults by 7-7.5% annually.
Wembley Stadium in London contributed to heightened crime
levels in surrounding areas.
Dead zones created by stadiums on non-event days can be
conducive to criminal activity. 
Events at Golden 1 Center in Sacramento added ~33 seconds to
police response times.  

PUBLIC HEALTH

Stadium visitors who commute by car produce CO2 emissions that
impact health of local community.
One study shows that infants in counties with new sports venues
had lower birth weights due to air pollution.
Advertising planes and news helicopters create noise pollution.
Stadiums can contribute to heat island effect.



Economic Impact:
Agha, Nola, and Daniel Rascher. “Economic Development Effects of Major and Minor League Teams and
Stadiums.” Journal of Sports Economics 22, no. 3 (2020): 274–94. https://doi.org/10.1177/1527002520975847.

Coates, Dennis. “Growth Effects of Sports Franchises, Stadiums, and Arenas: 15 Years Later.” Mercatus Center at
George Mason University, September 2015. https://doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.3191302.

Johnson, Garrett. “The Economic Impact of New Stadiums and Arenas on Cities.” University of Denver Sports and
Entertainment Law Journal 10 (January 2011).

Vegesna, Karthik. “The Economics of Sports Stadiums: Does Public Financing of Sports ...” Berkeley Economic
Review. Berkeley University, April 2019. https://econreview.berkeley.edu/the-economics-of-sports-stadiums-
does-public-financing-of-sports-stadiums-create-local-economic-growth-or-just-help-billionaires-
improve-their-profit-margin/.

Housing and Displacement:
Feng, Xia, and Brad R. Humphreys. “The Impact of Professional Sports Facilities on Housing Values: Evidence from
Census Block Group Data.” City, Culture and Society 3, no. 3 (2012): 189–200.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ccs.2012.06.017.

Kellison, Timothy, and John Lauermann. “Stadiums, Gentrification, and Displacement: A Comparative Overview
of US Cities.” Sport Stadiums and Environmental Justice, 
Routledge, Abingdon, Oxon, 2023. 

Rizzo, James. “Stadium Development and Urban Renewal: A Look at Washington, DC.” Center for Real Estate,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 2008.

Public Health:
Casper, Jonathan M., and Kyle S. Bunds. “Tailgating and Air Quality.” Routledge Handbook of Sport and the
Environment, 2018, 291–300. https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315619514-22.

Humphreys, Brad R., and Jane E. Ruseski. “Geographic Determinants of Infant Health: The Impact of Sports
Facility Construction Projects.” SSRN Electronic Journal, October 10, 2019. https://doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.3467702.

Hyun, Dongwoo. “Proud of, but Too Close: The Negative Externalities of a New Sports Stadium in an Urban
Residential Area.” The Annals of Regional Science 68, no. 3 (2022): 615–33. https://doi.org/10.1007/s00168-021-
01095-6.

Triantafyllidis, Stavros, Robert Ries, and Kyriaki Kaplanidou. “Carbon Dioxide Emissions of Spectators’
Transportation in Collegiate Sporting Events: Comparing on-Campus and off-Campus Stadium Locations.”
Sustainability 10, no. 1 (2018): 241. https://doi.org/10.3390/su10010241.

Community Safety:
Jakar, Gidon S., and Kiernan O. Gordon. “Dead Spaces: Sport Venues and Police Stops in a Major League, Upper
Midwestern City in the United States.” Journal of Sport Management 36, no. 4 (2022): 355–68.
https://doi.org/10.1123/jsm.2021-0080.

 Kurland, Justin, Shane D. Johnson, and Nick Tilley. “Offenses around Stadiums.” Journal of Research in Crime and
Delinquency 51, no. 1 (2013): 5–28. https://doi.org/10.1177/0022427812471349.

Propheter, Geoffrey. “Do Urban Sports Facilities Have Unique Social Costs? an Analysis of Event-Related
Congestion on Police Response Time.” International Journal of Urban Sciences 24, no. 2 (2019): 271–81.
https://doi.org/10.1080/12265934.2019.1625805.

Pyun, Hyunwoong. “Exploring Causal Relationship between Major League Baseball Games and Crime: A Synthetic
Control Analysis.” Empirical Economics 57, no. 1 (2019): 365–83. https://doi.org/10.1007/s00181-018-1440-9.

SELECT SOURCES


