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PCDC Statement of Opposition to the 76ers Arena

CHINATOWN, PHILADELPHIA — After our engagement process and research, the
Philadelphia Chinatown Development Corporation (PCDC) opposes the 76ers Arena proposed at
Market Street East. The arena deeply imperils the future of Chinatown.

In response to the 76ers Arena proposal in July 2022, PCDC formed an independent coalition of
community organizations tasked with listening to and uplifting the voices of the community. To
this end, the Chinatown Committee on the 76ers Arena Proposal collected over 230 language-
accessible surveys and conducted three community meetings with Chinatown business-owners,
residents, patrons, worshippers, and visitors. The results of the survey are as follows: 93% of
business-owners, 94% of residents, and 95% of visitors oppose the arena. The top concerns
regarding the proposed arena include the deterioration of Chinatown culture, parking and traffic
congestion, as well as increasing rent and displacement.

Research shows that urban arenas have negative to no impact on the local economy and destroy
authentic community life.! A study of 472 arenas across 169 metropolitan regions concludes that
stadiums are distinct forces of gentrification and displacement.? Stadiums have had a gentrifying
impact on low-income communities of color across the country — in Los Angeles, Seattle, New
York City, Atlanta, and the list goes on. The Capital One Arena in Washington DC contributed
to the demise of the city’s Chinatown. We will not allow Philadelphia Chinatown to be another
one of these tragic stories.

PCDC has been true to its mission for fifty-seven years: to protect and preserve Chinatown as
well as be a voice for our limited English proficient and low-income community members. We
continue to abide by our mission and oppose the 76ers arena as well as all threats to our
community’s long-term vitality.
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