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Philadelphia Chinatown Development Corporation Hosts Mayor Luncheon in
Chinatown to Support Businesses

Philadelphia Chinatown Development Corporation (PCDC) Board
Chairwoman Margaret Chin hosted Mayor James Kenney for dim sum
in Chinatown during this Coronavirus scare. The event took place on
Feb 6th at the Ocean Harbor Restaurant. The Mayor was accompanied
by the Health Commissioner Dr. Thomas Farley, Managing Director
Brian Abernathy, and Business Manager of Commerce Department Ting p
Wang.

The novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV) outbreak in China has affected
Asian communities globally. Philadelphia Chinatown is experiencing a
decline in business due to the fear of the coronavirus. From restaurants
to acupuncture clinics, owners have complained to PCDC about the
negative impact on their businesses.

“We have sincere compassion and deep sympathy to the people in
Wuhan and other cities in China who are greatly affected by the
coronavirus”, said Margaret Chin. “Both U.S. and China governments
are taking serious measures to prevent the spread of the virus and we
don’t have any cases in Philadelphia. It is safe to come to Chinatown,
and Chinatown businesses need your support.”

The Luncheon was organized by John Chin, Executive Director of
PCDC. “PCDC’s mission is to preserve, protect and promote
Philadelphia’s Chinatown as a viable ethnic, residential and business
community. During this difficult period of time, we are doing what we
can to help Chinatown businesses to survive.”

In support of Chinatown and to allay fears about Coronavirus, Mayor
Kenney came to dine with community members and supporters in
Chinatown. Chinatown is the only minority community in Center City,
and its commercial corridor serves residents and visitors in the Greater
Philadelphia Region. Now it’s the time for Philadelphians to provide
support to these small and family-owned businesses.

Printed by Health Partners Plans



$1-a-Day Cleaning Program: Become a Supporter!

Did you know that our cleaning crew provides daily sweeps of Chinatown’s streets to tackle hundreds of pounds of trash every week?
Our crew services areas north and south of Vine Street and regularly reports illegal dumping and graffiti in addition to litter pick up.

PCDC’s $1-a-Day program was started in 2011 and is named after the concept of local businesses voluntarily donating one dollar per
day in support of the cleaning program. The $1-a-Day program hires locally from Chinatown, keeps Chinatown’s sidewalks clean and

reports issues such as potholes and graffiti.

Donations can be made by businesses or individuals. Donation levels are: 90-day supporter ($95), 180-day supporter ($185), and 365-
day supporter ($365). All donors will receive a 2020 Year of the Rat window decal matching the donation amount.

Plastic Bag Ban Survey of Chinatown: What Are
Businesses Saying?

In December 2019, PCDC volunteets con-
ducted a small sutvey of 15 businesses in Chi-
natown regarding the new legislation that
would prohibit the use of single-use plastic
and non-recyclable paper bags (Bill No.
190610-A02). Businesses that were surveyed included restau-
rants, markets, laundries, pharmacies and gift shops.

Of the 15 businesses sutrveyed, only 6 businesses had heard of
the Plastic Bag ban (40%). Neatly all businesses provided
plastic bags for free to their customers, with some also
providing free paper and cloth bags. Restaurants and markets
revealed that they used anywhere between 50 to 1000 plastic
bags on a daily basis.

When asked about the effect plastic bags had on the environ-
ment, most businesses agreed that plastic bags are harmful to
the environment. However, many respondents also found it
inconvenient, costly, or difficult to find or use alternatives to
plastic bags. A few respondents cited that government offi-
cials should consider the cost to merchants and provide alter-
native options to plastic bags.

Philadelphia’s City Council Approves Changes to 10 Year
Real Estate Tax Abatement

As of December 12, 2019, Philadelphia’s City Council has passed
amendments that would affect the city’s 10-year Real

Estate Tax Abatement, referred to as the Bill No. 190944-A01. After
getting approval from Council, the bill will be delivered to the Mayor
for approval.

«If the bill passes, the amendments would go into effect on De-
cember 31st, 2020
Rehabilitation of existing buildings will not be affected by the bill
« Construction costs are eligible for 100% tax abatement if the
application is submitted on or before December 31st, 2020
«New residential construction tax abatement applications
received after December 315t 2020, will receive tax
abatements that are reduced by 10 percentage points in each of
the 10 years the real estate tax
abatement is in effect (i.e. Year

1: 100% tax abated, Year 2: 90% ,
tax abated, Year 3: 80% tax o
abated...). After the 10t year,

the tax abatement will be termi-

nated.



PCDC Programs and Services

Teen Events and Opportunities

Important Announcements

The February practice SAT will be on February 29, 2020 from 9:00 AM to 1:30 PM at 1001 Vine Street.
Please contact Rosaline at ryang@chinatown-pcdc.org to resetrve a seat.

Learn2Code with Philly CoderDojo

Join Philly CoderDojo on the first Saturday of every month when they will be offering a free coding club for kids ages 7 to 17 in their
PClab.! They will offer you the coding tools to help you develop websites, mobile apps, games and more! The workshop is free, but
space is limited. Be sure to register by emailing PHLCoderDojo@gmail.com.

Location: South Philadelphia Library, 1700 South Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA 19145

Date and Time: Saturdays at 11:30 AM, 2/1, 3/7,4/4,5/2, and 6/6

Black History Month Matinee Series

Engage in black history with films every weekend. Films include: Spiderman: Into the Spider-Verse (2/1), Moonlight (2/8), Black Pan-
ther (2/15), Let the Fire Burn (2/22), Malcolm X (2/29).

Location: South Philadelphia Library, 1700 South Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA 19145

Date and Time: Saturdays in February at 2:00 P.M. (please check date for respective movie)

Free Play with Wii and Switch!

Come out to the library after school to play with the Nintendo Wii and Switches for free! Starting at 4:00 PM, kids can play games like
Mario Kart, Labo, Dance Dance Revolution and mote.

Location: South Philadelphia Library, 1700 South Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA 19145-2392

Date and Time: Tuesdays at 4 PM —2/18, and 2/25

NAAAP Philadelphia Future Leaders Scholarship Program 2020

The National Association for Asian American Professionals (NAAAP) is proud to announce the 2020 scholarship program recogniz-
ing Asian American students in the Philadelphia region who have demonstrated strong leadership potential. The $1000 scholarship for
graduating high school seniors and current college students can be used for education or living expenses.

To Apply: Visit http://phl.naaap.org/scholarship-program/ for eligibility and the application details.
Deadline: Sunday, March 15, 2020

UPenn 2020 Provost’s Summer Mentorship Program (SMP)

The Summer Mentorship Program provides students an invaluable opportunity to gain hands-on experience through specially de-
signed curricula in one of the five UPenn’s professional schools that participate in the program (Dental, Medicine, Engineering, Law,
and Nursing). In addition, the students are offered test prep, financial literacy, life skills, college application process assistance/
information and other services that help them to hone their skills and strengthen their self-confidence. NOTE: All applicants must be
enrolled in the 10th grade at a Philadelphia public or charter high school in order to be considered for admission.

To Apply: https://www.vpul.upenn.edu/eap/smp

Deadline: April 3, 2020

Weekly Teen Club Schedule:
All classes and materials are free of charge. Walk-ins welcome! }
Space is limited.

SAT Reading & Writing SAT Math

Monday, 4:00 PM — 6:00 PM, Wednesday, 4:00 PM — 6:00 PM,
1001 Vine St, Crane Chinatown 1001 Vine St, Crane Chinatown
Teacher: Phoebe Ho Teacher: Clara Zheng

Sports Day “Free Activity Fridays”

Tuesday and Thursday, 4:00 PM — 6:00 PM, Friday, 4:00 PM — 6:00 PM,

1001 Vine St, Crane Chinatown 1001 Vine St, Crane Chinatown
Teacher: Rosaline Yang, Kevin Yoo Teacher: Rosaline Yang, Kevin Yoo

Free Practice SAT

Last Saturday each month, 9:00 AM — 1:30 PM

1001 Vine St, Crane Center

Space is limited. Please email Rosaline Yang at rvang(@chinatown-pedc.org to reserve a spot.
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Zoning and Planning

Zoning Matters

Below are the current and upcoming zoning matters within the
Chinatown district. Zoning matters are presented to the commu-
nity first, through public Registered Community Organization
(RCO) meetings, before they are heard by the Zoning Board of
Adjustment (ZBA). Please feel free to attend an RCO meeting at
PCDC or a ZBA hearing regarding any matter of interest at One
Parkway Building, 1515 Arch Street, 18th Floor.

PCDC's Planning Committee serves as Chinatown’s RCO. It
meets at 6pm on the second Tuesday of each month. The RCO’s
boundaries are 7th to 13th Street and Filbert to Spring Garden
Street.

The next meeting is on Feb. 11th. The next three meetings are:
March 10th

April 14th

May 12th

Previous Cases:
There was no RCO case presented in previous meeting on Jan.
14th.

Upcoming Cases:

Address: 1025 Hamilton St

Appeal #: 39601

Permit #: 1032548

Scheduled Hearing Time: Mar 4, 2020

Proposal: special exception for live entertainment (assembly and
entertainment) as part of an existing sit down restaurant with
existing general industrial on 1st floor with all other uses as pre-
viously approved in an existing structure.

Address: 1019 Arch St

Appeal #: 39406

Permit #: 1016093

Scheduled Hearing Time: Apr 15, 2020

Proposal: permit for two (2) sit-down restaurants at the cellar
through 1st floor with business & professional offices at the 2nd
floor through 2nd floor mezzanine and nine (9) dwelling units
(multi-family household living) at the 3trd floor through 5th floor
mezzanine. For an increase in floor area ratio from 436.76% to
590.1% and for the removal of bay windows and changes in loca-
tion and increase in size to two (2) courts. For the documenta-
tion of an increase in structure height from 71 ft to 72.9 ft. Sizes
and locations as shown on application / plans. See ap#486497,
#515084, and 601254 for prior approvals.

Know Your Rights as a Utility Customer in PA Series:
Prevent Utility Shutoff Due to a Medical Condition

You can prevent a shutoff of your utility if you or someone in your
household has a medical condition.

Option 1. Ask your utility provider if you qualify for a payment
plan or other option to prevent a shutoff.

Option 2. Obtain a “medical certification”. There are two ways to
obtain a medical certification:

Method #1:

Step #1 - contact your utility provider and inform them that
someone in your household has a medical condition.

Step #2 — provide your doctor’s fax telephone number and ask the
utility to send a form

Step #3 — ask your doctor to complete the form and return it
Method #2:

Step #1 — ask your doctor to fax a letter to your utility. The letter
must include:

o The name and address on the utility account

The name and address of the person with the medical condi-
tion and his/her relationship to the utlity account holder
The length of the medical condition or illness

The name of the doctor or nurse practitioner certifying the

medical condition

The shutoff can then be postponed for a maximum of 30 days and
renewed for additional 30-day periods.

A single medical certification will result in postponement or resto-
ration of service for a maximum of 30 days. However, you still have
the responsibility to pay your current bills or your budget billing
amount during the postponement. If you do not pay your current
bills, the utility is not required to accept more than two medical
certification renewals.

Credit: PECO



Get ready to file your 2019 Income Tax
What Do You Need To File Taxes

Before you prepare your tax return, you should have a tax preparation checklist to help you get organized. Once you are or-
ganized and ready to move forward, you will find that everything begins to fall into place.

What is the overall goal of a tax preparation checklist? Simply put, it will help you get everything together before you begin to file your
tax return or show up for your appointment with a tax professional. As you move down the checklist, you will find items you may
have missed as well as things that were accounted for in the past.

Listed below are some of the details that should be included on your tax preparation checklist.

Tax Preparation for Personal Information

The IRS needs to know who is filing the tax return, as well as how many people are covered on it. To make this easy, they require:
o Your Social Security number
e Your spouse’s Social Security number (if married)
« Social Security numbers for any dependents

Tax Preparation for Income Information
The following documents will help you prepare all the income information that you need to file a federal tax return:
o W-2 Forms from all employers you (and your spouse, if filing a joint return) worked for during the past tax year.
o 1099 Forms if you (or your spouse) have completed contract work and earned more than $600.
o Investment income information (including: interest income, dividend income, proceeds from the sale of bonds or stocks, and
income from foreign investments).
o Income from local and state tax refunds from the prior year.
« Business income (accounting records for any business that you own)
» Unemployment income
» Rental property income
o Social Security benefits
o Miscellaneous income (including: jury duty, lottery and gambling winnings, Form 1099-MISC for prizes and awards, and Form
1099-MSA for distributions from medical savings accounts)

Tax Preparation for Income Adjustments
The following adjustments can help reduce how much you owe in taxes, and in turn, increase your chance of receiving a tax refund:
o Homebuyer tax credit
o Green energy credits
o IRA contributions
o Mortgage interest
o Student loan interest
o Medical Savings Account (MSA) contributions
o Self-employed health insurance
« Moving expenses

Tax Preparation for Credits and Deductions
There are many tax credits and tax deductions for various expenses, which are designed to help lower the amount of tax that an
individual has to pay:

» Education costs

o Childcare costs

« Adoption costs

o Charitable contributions/donations

o Casualty and theft losses

 Qualified business expenses

o Medical expenses

« Job and moving expenses

Tax Preparation for Direct Deposit

Are you interested in having your tax refund directly deposited into your bank account? If so, you will need to provide two things:
 Your bank account number
o The bank’s routing number

This tax forms / preparation checklist should help you get organized before filing your next income tax return.

Source: https://www.irs.com/articles/tax-form-checklist
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Alternate Suppliers Door to Door Energy Sales: Are You Being Scammed?
There is a person knocking at your door and they probably say the following lines:

"I'm working on behalf of your udlity. Can I take a look at your electricity/gas bill so that I can make sure that you aren't paying too
high of a rate?" or "I can get you a rebate on your bill"

"I'm doing a survey for ___ (government or company). Can I ask you a few questions?"

"We have a sale/special price on our energy rates that ends tomorrow."

"We'll give you a good deal if you we can use you in our advertising"

If you hear these lines, they ate representatives from companies called “Alternate Suppliers”.

Your energy service is divided into two parts; supply, the cost of the gas and/or electricity, and delivery, transportation of energy.

Delivery is a regulated service which means that PECO or PGW will continue to deliver gas and/or electricity to all customers. This
also means that PECO/PGW is responsible for the wires, poles and outage restoration regardless of supplier. PECO/PGW's costs
and policies are regulated by the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (PUC).

However, supply is not a regulated service. Energy suppliers that are licensed by the Pennsylvania PUC and registered with PECO/
PGW can become your supplier, and they are called “Alternate energy suppliers”. This gives you the choice and allows you to shop for
the best energy rates and terms.

Recently PCDC received comments from our clients about these alternate suppliers. Some of these clients have no idea that they
switched to alternate supplier from PECO/PGW,; some mentioned they were pressured to sign the contracts; some said they would
like to switch back to PECO/PGW but the alternate supplier won’t let them because they cannot communicate in English. If you have
any comments about these alternate suppliers, please share your story here: http://bitlv/PCDCAESComments

There are a few things that you can do to avoid getting scammed if a representative of an alternate supplier knocks at your door. First
of all, make sure that everybody in your household knows who is capable of making decisions about your energy supply. Also, don't
show your bill to just anyone! Make sure to ask for some identification so that you know who you'tre talking to. Along with watching
out for any of the common energy doot-to-door scam lines that we've listed above, make sure to ask about the following if an energy
salesperson comes to your doot:

o How long do I have to change my mind without paying a cancellation fee?

o Does this price include a base charge? Is there a minimum usage fee if I consume less electricity?

o How much is the cancellation fee (early exit fee)?

o What are the late payment charges?

o Is a security deposit required? If so, when and how will I get it back?

o If any of the current services they are proposing would affect any current services that I have (e.g. renting a water furnace)?
o Will I have to pay a fee to switch from my current supplier and/or an activation fee to start a new account?

Finally, don't feel pressured to sign a contract on the spot. Ask to keep a copy of the contract, the terms and conditions, and all
supporting document so that you have time to read them over and think about it carefully. Your energy supply is an important part of
your monthly budget and often a long-term decision - you don't need to make a decision quickly!

There are many programs available to low income families to lower their utility bills. If you

need help in finding these programs, please contact PCDC to meet with a housing counselor. \ l /
Electric Suppliers N\
~
To see a list of competitive Electric Generation Suppliers, ot to learn more about shopping
for electricity, visit the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission’s PA Power Switch website:
https:/ /www.papowerswitch.com P W

|
//I\\

Gas Suppliers /

For a complete list of all natural gas suppliers licensed in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,

or to learn about shopping for gas, visit the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission’s PA Gas 7
Switch website: https://www.pagasswitch.com

n .
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PCDC’s HUD certified Housing Counseling Program offers Homebuyer Education classes monthly to « 200"
assist and support homeownership now or in the future. PCDC is the only agency to offer Chinese
Homebuyer education within Philadelphia. You will get a head start to homeownership, that can lead you to
more favorable options when you decide to a become homeowner. The afternoon class is from 3pm to 7pm!

The upcoming class is Thursday, February 13th. -'E E| g_r_%;-y Fry
Registration is required. Please call or email to reserve your seat: 215-922-6156 or plee(@chinatown-pedc.org. o s

WeChat #15 ID: chinatown-pede

**A Homeownership Certificate will be issued upon completion of a class and a 2 hour one-on-one ————
counseling. This is requited for down payment/closing cost assistance. # QR code to add me on

For a list of down payment / closing costs assistance programs, please visit: http://bit.ly/DPCCAssistancePrograms
Banks offer different assistance programs. Please consult with your bank loan officers for details. You can also call PCDC Ping Lee
215-922-6156 for more information. Grant amounts may change without notice.

e

Comcast $9.95 Affordable High-speed Home Internet for Low Income Families

Comcast has expanded the eligibility for their Internet Essential program. This program offers high-speed home internet for only
$9.95 per month. In the past, only seniors and households with students could benefit from the program. But now, any individual or
household that are eligible for public assistance programs such as the National School Lunch Program, Housing Assistance, Medicaid,
Food Stamps (SNAP), LIHEAP, WIC, SSI, and others, are also eligible. There is no contract, no required credit check, and no installa-
tion fee.

The online application takes about 15 minutes, then upload required documents. For more information, please go to this website:

https://www.internetessentials.com/ or call 1-855-846-8376.
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FEATURES = : Securlty Deposit: $50 Pet Non-retundable Deposit: $350
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(toward move in costs)
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RENT DOES NOT INCLUDE UTILITIES

“Restrictions may apply. Please contact the leasing team for more detalls.
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PHILADELPHIA CHINATOWN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
Tel (215) 922-6156 » Fax (215) 922-pcdc

VOLUNTEER INCOME MUST BRING:
TAX ASSISI-ANCE (1 Valid original govemment issued photo ID

] Social Security cards for taxpayer and all
Sat & Sun: dependents

2/15, 2/16, 2/22,2/23 [ Income documents indluding W-2s and 1099s

LI If you had 2019 Marketplace Insurance: Form 1095-
3/7,3/8, 3/14, 3/15 A
. [] 2018 tax return
2/29 > 3/1 No Service [ For direct deposit refund: Voided check

Time: 9:00 AM — 4 PM IF AVILABLE

L] Proof of health insurance: 1095-B / 1095-C
New location [J Childcare receipts with provider information
(including SSN/ EIN)

Crane Center [] Form 1098-T (tuition payment statement)
(1001 Vine St) [J Identity theft pin, if applicable
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From Montco to Market St.
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Affordable health plans an
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Don’t just get covered — Partnerup with HPP.
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Medicare | Medicaid | CHIP
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