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PCDC News

PCDC Chinese New Year Banquet 2018

On February 23, 2018, PCDC and 400 guests rang in the Year of the Dog at a sold-out Chinese New Year Banquet, presented by
PECO and the Jeffrey Lurie Fund.

This year’s banquet honored Mr. Brian Hudson, Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer of the Pennsylvania Housing Fi-
nance Agency, with PCDC’s Community Service Award, in recognition of PHFA’s support in the development of Chinatown
projects like the Francis House of Peace, Ping An House and the Eastern Tower Community Center. Special this year, PCDC also
honored Mr. Michael Halter, Chief Executive Officer of Hahnemann University Hospital with PCDC’s Achievement Award at the
banquet, in recognition of Hahnemann University Hospital’s longtime partnership and support of Chinatown’s commercial corridor
development, Eastern Tower Community Center and quality of life improvements.

We would like to thank this year’s sponsors: Presenting Sponsors: PECO and Jeffrey Lurie Fund

Gold Sponsors - Hunter Roberts Construction Group and IBEW Local 98

Silver Sponsors: - BB&T, Beneficial Foundation, Connelly Foundation, Hahnemann University Hospital, Health Partners Plans,
Thomas Jefferson University and Jefferson Health, PNC Bank, and Wells Fargo. And many more.

Thanks as always to our wonderful volunteers who worked with us to ensure the event ran smoothly: Matthew Chin, Sarah Huong,
Island Huynh, Frances Lam, Jennifer LLam, Danny Le, Jason Le, Jolene Lim, Dana Ly, Melanie Ng, Lisa Nguyen, Michelle Ros, Jamie
Song, Jennifer Tran, Steve Wang, Eddie Wong, Ella Zhang, Michelle Zhang, and Ziying Zhao.

Thanks finally to our guests for coming out to celebrate Chinese New Year with us. Thank you for your partnership and support in
our work to preserve, protect, and promote Chinatown, and we look forward to continuing to work with you on the exciting and
impactful developments in store for the Year of the Dog.
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Chinese New Year Celebrations: Reading Terminal Market & Lion Dance Parade

On Saturday, February 17t 2018, PCDC cootdinated their 3« Annual Chinese
New Year celebration with Reading Terminal Market. PCDC staff and
volunteers set up next to City Kitchen, running various cultural and community
activities and managing a variety of performances throughout the day. Local
calligrapher, Mr. Peng, spread New Year well wishes with handwritten Chinese
calligraphy on red rice paper. PCDC helped to register voters and provided 29
voters with pledge cards that day. (Voters sign pledge cards to commit to voting,
and the cards are mailed back when election dates draw near, as reminders.) The
Franklin Institute also tabled at the event.

Throughout the day, there were food demonstrations by Alice Ye from Five
Spice Philly and Michael Chow from Sang Kee Peking Duck House. Alice taught
attendees how to prepare Chinese crepes, while Michael showed how to artfully
serve Peking duck. The Philadelphia Suns Lion Dancers also marched through
the market, drawing crowds wherever they went. In the eatly afternoon, Matt
Zhang from the East West Institute gave Tai chi, self-defense, and sword
demonstrations in the Rick Nichols room.

The next day, PCDC and volunteers from Drexel’s SASE (Society of Asian
Scientists and Engineers) teamed up at the Lion Dance Parade along 10t and
Race Streets. With the sun out and thousands of visitors walking throughout
Chinatown, volunteers provided information on the primary election, registered
voters, and provided pledge cards to voters. Over 20 pledge cards were signed
and 4 voters were registered.



Zoning and Planning

“Reviving Vine” Public Meeting

In 2016, the U.S. Department of
Transportation selected Philadelphia as
one of four cities to receive the Every
Place Counts award in order to re-
imagine Vine Street Expressway from
8th to Broad Streets. After the award, the
City of Philadelphia commissioned a
study to be done by the Delaware Valley
Regional Planning Commission on
potential interventions to bridge the
community across Vine and make the
road safer for all, including pedestrians
and bicyclists. On April 12th, 6-8pm,
Valley Regional
Planning Commission will hold a
public meeting to present
recommendations and collect your

the Delaware

feedback. Location will be announced
through PCDC social media and flyers.
Please mark your calendars.

Enroll Now!
Free Calligraphy and Chinatown
History Classes Spring 2018

PCDC is proud to announce the launch
of “Bridging the Divide: Immigrant
Echoes and Voices,” a free Chinatown
history and art program open to
Chinatown community members of all
ages, sponsored by a Challenge America
grant award from the National
Endowment for the Arts (NEA).

The program features professionally-led
classes on traditional Chinese calligraphy
techniques and Chinatown History. All
supplies will be provided. Program
participants will create calligraphy that
will be put on display in storefronts in a
Chinatown-wide art exhibition.

Space is limited! If you atre interested in
enrolling in this program, please leave
your name and contact information
at: http:/tiny.cc/PCDCNEA

We will get in touch with more details
about class times and locations. If you
have any questions about this program,
please contact Ailin Cao at

acao@chinatown-pcdc.org or by phone
at 215-922-2156.

Zoning Matters

Below are the current and upcoming
zoning matters within the Chinatown
district. Zoning matters are presented
to the community first, through public
RCO meetings, before they are heard
by the Zoning Board of Adjustment
(ZBA). Please feel free to attend an
RCO meeting or ZBA hearing
regarding any matter of interest. All
ZBA hearings are held at One Parkway
Building, 1515 Arch Street, 18t Floor.

PCDC’s Planning Committee meets at
6pm on the second Tuesday of each
month as the Registered Community
Organization (RCO) for the
boundaries of 7th to 13th Street,
Filbert to Spring Garden Street.

The next meeting is on March 13th.
The next three meetings are:

March 13t April 10 May 8

Previous Cases:

Address: 1106-14 Spring Garden
S t r e e t
Permit #: 824041

Proposal:  Application is for a

conditional zoning permit for the
complete demolition of all structures
on the lot, for the erection of an
attached structure (maximum height 70
feet) with roof decks (for residential
use only) accessed by pilot houses for
use as a fresh food market on a
portion of the first floor vacant
commercial space as permitted in the
district on the test of the first floor
front (use registration required prior to
occupancy) for 52 dwelling units on
second through sixth floors with 18
bicycle parking spaces located on an
accessible route.

Note: This case was coordinated with
Callowhill Neighborhood Association.
RCO Opinion: with
provisos.

Support

Upcoming Cases:

There are currently no upcoming cases
scheduled for a public meeting at
PCDC. If there are cases added to the
meeting agenda, PCDC will post them
on the official Facebook page.
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PCDC Programs and Services

March Teen Events and Opportunities:

Important Ahnouncements:

The March practice SAT will be on March 31, 2018 from 9:00 AM to 1:30 PM at 901 Wood Street.
Please contact Ailin Cao at acao@chinatown-pcdc.otg to tesetve a seat.

The PCDC Teen Club will be going to a free screening of “Plastic China,” an award-winning documentary about a
family that works in a Chinese recycling plant. This trip will take place during Spring Recess, on March 29, from
10:00 AM to 1:00 PM at the PFS Roxy Theater, as part of the Albert M. Greenfield Student Screening Program. If you

would like to join us, please complete a permission slip here: http://tiny.cc/plasticchina

kKK

Asian Bank Offering eight (8) $500 Scholarships
Deadline: April 15, 2018 Find out more here: https:/ /www.theasianbank.com/scholarships.html

Girls, Apply for the AAWC Scholarship!
Scholarship Eligibility Requirements:

e Asian American Female high school senior graduating in May/June 2018. ®  Participate in community service and extracut-

e Live in Philadelphia, Delaware, Montgomery, Chester, or Bucks counties. ricular activities.
e Demonstrate financial need. e Minimum of 3.0 cumulative grade point aver-
Start college/university in Summer 2018 or Fall 2018. age on a 4.0 scale.

Deadline: March 5, 2018
Apply here: http://www.aawcphilly.org/scholarship.html

Bookmark Unigo Scholarships!

Not only is Unigo a great resource for college applications and research, Unigo offers scholarships ranging from $1,500 to $10,000
year-round to students aged 13+. Most scholarships require you to answer a short, 250 word writing prompt. See their full list of
scholarships here: https://www.unigo.com/scholarships/our-scholarships

Wilt Chamberlain Memorial Fund -- $20,000 for Philadelphia high school seniors

Successful applicants must graduate from a high school in the Metropolitan Philadelphia area at the end of the 2017-18 academic
year, intend to enroll in an accredited post-secondary institution beginning in the fall of 2018, earn a cumulative unweighted GPA
of 2.5 or above, demonstrate a desire and commitment to giving back to their communities, and have unmet financial need.
Deadline: March 29, 2018 5pm EST  Apply here: https:/ /www.wiltfund.org/scholarship-program

kkk

Weekly Teen Club Schedule:
All classes and materials are free of charge. Walk-ins welcome!

SAT Reading & Writing SAT Math Free Practice SAT

Mondays 4:15 PM — 6:15 PM, Thursdays 4:15 PM — 6:00 PM, Last Saturday each month, 9:00 AM — 1:10 PM
901 Wood Street, Philadelphia 19107 901 Wood Street, Philadelphia 19107 901 Wood s{reet’ Philadelphia 19107

Teacher: Phoebe Ho Teacher: Clara Zhang Space is limited. Please email Ailin Cao

at acaog@chiﬂatown—p_cdc.org to reserve a spot.
Teen Support Group

The Teen Support Group is a safe space for teens to talk about stress in their lives and learn good mental health habits.
Tuesdays (2/6,2/13,2/20,2/27,3/6,3/13, 3/20, and 3/27) from 5:00 PM to 6:30 PM.

901 Wood Street, Philadelphia 19107

Teachers: UPenn Psychiatrist Jenny Yu, MD, Ph.D. and Philadelphia Asian mental health pioneer, Helen Luu, LCSW
Dinner is provided!

Want to join the Teen Club? Find out how here: chinatown-pcdc.org/programs-services/pede-teen-club/join-the-teen-club/
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Community News

PCDC $1-a-Day Program: Help Keep Our
Community Clean

PCDC’s $1-a-Day Program was first started in the summer of
2011. The program helps maintain the streets and sidewalks of
Chinatown by hiring local community members to clean litter,
report potholes to the city, and document illegal dumping. Did
you know that all Chinatown street cleaning is performed by $1
-A-Day staffr Averaging 300 bags of trash cleared up and 200+
hours worked every month, PCDC’s hardworking cleaning staff
make sure that Chinatown is a welcoming environment for
both residents and visitors alike.

What do you get out of supporting the §1-a-Day Program?

e A much cleaner and more comfortable business
environment that attracts more traffic

»  Business promotion on PCDC’s monthly newsletter and
website, which reaches over 2,000 every month

o A decorative decal to put on your storefront

o A Tax Deduction form—your donation is tax
deductible to the fullest extent of the law

Do I have to contribute to $1-a-Day for PCDC cleaning staff
to clean my street?

Although we encourage the community to support our cause,
the cleaning staff will clean regardless of if you are donating
member. Contributions to the $1-a-Day program are
OPTIONAL, however your donation ensures that we can
keep this valuable program up and running.

What Does PCDC do with $1-a-Day donations?

o PCDC hires cleaning staff

o PCDC reports illegal trash dumping

o« PCDC provides education on sanitation issues and
hosts workshops, which provide resources like free
recycle bin giveaways

o« PCDC assists Chinatown businesses with questions
about sanitation issues

PCDC S] a- Duy

Free Kidney Health Screening

On Saturday, March 31st from 10 am to 1 pm, PennKIDSAP
will be joining the Chinese Gospel Church to hold a free
kidney health screening! PennKIDSAP is a student group from
the University of Pennsylvania who has been trained to take
BMI, blood pressure, blood sugar, and urine tests. They will be
accompanied by experienced doctors from the Hospital of the
University of Pennsylvania to bring free health consultations to
the Chinatown community. Chinese Gospel Church is located
at 222 N 12th Street between Vine and Race Streets.All are
welcome! More information can be found at pennkdsap.org.

& PennKDSAP
B Bl R X T A

FREE KIDNEY HEALTH SCREENING
at CHINESE GOSPEL CHURCH IN CHINATOWN

m Lungs

SCREENING INCLUDES BMI, BLOOD PRESSURE, BLOOD SUGAR, URINE TEST,
AND A FREE PHYSICIAN CONSULTATION

ALL ARE WELCOME! LEARN MORE AT pennkdsap.org

SATURDAY, MARCH 31st, 2018
10AM-1PM

222N 12th ST

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19107

‘ ‘ Kidney

Our focus.

#1 Medicaid plan for preventive care in Pennsylvania
and one of the top 15 Medicaid plans in the country.*
Our award-winning health plan has served Southeastern

Pennsylvanians, like you, for more than 30 years. Now that’s a
plan you can trust!

To see if you qualify or to enroll in Health Partners, call PA
enrollment services at 1-800-440-3989 (TTY 1-800-618-4225)
or visit enrollnow.net.
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Don’t Become a Fraud Victim During
Tax Filing Season

Are you vulnerable to tax scams? The answer is, “Yes.”
Hundreds of thousands of people lose money and
personal information every year. The Internal Revenue
Service (IRS) wants you to know that the IRS does not
initiate with taxpayers by email, text messages or social
media channels to request personal or financial
information. Be aware of the following scams:

Scam A

Scammers steal personal information from the computers
of tax professionals. They file a tax return to claim a tax
refund from the IRS. They use your real identification and
your real bank account number. The IRS will deposit the
tax refund into your bank account.

Scammers will misrepresent that they work for the IRS
and contact you. They will tell you that the refund deposit
into your account was an error and ask you to send the
money to them. They may leave a message and threaten to
arrest you, charge you with fraud, or freeze your social
security number.

Scam B

Scammers will claim to be an IRS employee and call
immigrants. They use fake names and badge numbers.
They may have information about you. The caller 1D
telephone number is not real.

The impersonator will tell you that you owe the IRS
money. You must pay by a gift card or wire transfer. You
will be threatened with arrest, deportation, or suspension
of driver’s license. The impersonator may become hostile.
He may speak your native language.

The IRS will never do the following:

e Never - call to demand immediate payment using a
specific payment method such as a prepaid debit card, gift
card or wire transfer. Generally, the IRS will first mail you
a bill if you owe any taxes;

® Never - threaten to bring in local police or other law-
enforcement groups to have you arrested for not paying;

e Never - demand payment without giving you the
opportunity to question or appeal the amount they say you
owe; and

Never - ask for credit or debit card numbers over the
phone.

The IRS says to hang up immediately if you do not owe
taxes or do not think you owe taxes. Do not give any
information. Contact TIGTA at https://

www.treasury.cov/tigta/contact report scam.shtml to

rt a scam.

PCDC Free Tax Filing VITA service days:
3/10,3/11,3/17, 3/18
9 am to 4 pm PCDC office, 301 N 9th Street

City to Launch New Loan Program to Rehab
Aging Homes

Starting this summer, the City of Philadelphia is launching a low-interest
loan program that lends homeowners as much as $25,000 to repair their
aging homes. The initiative gives residents who have struggled to get
loans a chance at borrowing. For years, homeowners who had less-than
-perfect credit scores — and who were not eligible for city grants —
could not make major repairs, worsening their home’s problems.

For years, three of the city’s home repair grants — the Basic Systems
Repair, Weatherization Assistance, and Adaptive Modifications
Programs — had faced a three-to-five-year waiting list of nearly 8,000
residents. In May, those programs received $60 million. Already, city
officials have reached out to half of those wait-listed and productivity
has “tripled.”

The city’s new loan program allows residents with credit scores as low
as 580 to apply. Loans, which can be used to repair anything from leaky
roofs to installing wheelchair ramps, will be distributed in amounts of
$2,500 to $24,999, always at an interest rate of 3 percent. The term
length for each loan will be 10 years.

Applicants must also be the home’s owner, use it as a primary
residence, and be current on all city taxes. The maximum income an
applicant may have is $70,000 annually for one individual. Look out
for this loan program this summer.

Sunday March 25th, 2018
Benefits for you & your family

Time: 1:30 PM - 2:30 PM

Location: Chinese Christian Church & Center — Spring St Campus

(225 N 10th St, Phila PA 19107)

Guest Speaker: Chi-Ser Tran
Staff Attorney of SSI Unit at Community Legal Services Qe
Lauren Davis
Paralegal of Public Benefits Unit at Community Legal Services

Language: English with Chinese interpretation

Learn about:

v Public benefits - food stamps (SNAP), Medical Assistance, TANF cash assistance
& LIHEAP

Supplemental Security Income (SSI) — Social Security disability benefit

Public benefits that immigrants, refugees & asylees can be eligible for
Resource limits for obtaining these public benefits

Where to get help appealing welfare / Social Security office decision

DZCC RAELRRE

& K AR

If interested, please call PCDC at 215-922-2156

to register for a seat. Space is limited.
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PCDC was formed in 1966 to preserve, protect and promote Chinatown as a viable ethnic, business and residential community.
301-305 N. gth St., Philadelphia, PA 19107 p: 215-922-2156 f: 215-922-7232
www.chinatown-pcdc.org 0@phillychinatown o @PCDC_events

—=H2018
PCDC ¥

2018 EHTEEE

201852 H23H » PCDCHI400fiL 52 F B — 5 » £ — RV PEGTF 2 & EILEBEYUEF - AXMGE HPECOMeffrey Lurie 38
By FISEEElEE -

SHENEER TEYEREEFEME (PHFA) S TESH G NTEBrian A. Hudson/eAEPCDCHEIE 8% - DISREPHFA
FEEERGHSE I H TSR - AP ERIR GRE L& U0 » 54 - PCDCE{EI S ERFRIT T Hahnemann REZR T H T TE
Michael P. Halter5&AEPCDCREESE » RS Hahnemann RELEE B BIPCDCR A LKA S ER FERR( - DU HEER RS iras eI H -
AR 10 SR RUT RE AL 02 IH H Y SR -

AT RGH S EAVEBIRE © RN PECO > Jeffrey Lurie Fund

4B Hunter Roberts Construction Group * IBEW 98

HEREWIF: BB&T » Beneficial Foundation » Connelly Foundation * Hahnemann University Hospital * Health Partners Plans » JThomas
Jefferson University and Jefferson Health » PNC > Wells Fargo » IEHR% .

L0 G BT B B R BN 285 7, WEORIE BRI AT -

Matthew Chin, Sarah Huong, Island Huynh, Frances Lam, Jennifer Lam, Danny Le, Jason Le, Jolene Lim, Dana Ly, Melanie Ng, Lisa Nguyen,
Michelle Ros, Jamie Song, Dallas Teng, Jennifer Tran, Steve Wang, Eddie Wong, Ella Zhang, Michelle Zhang, i Ziying Zhao.

A% R PN B — R BT - R S P M4 e (R8T ARy I SRR A S - MR &4
EHTElE > LEABENE SRBENE ZERE -




