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December 2014

PCDC’s Annual Lunar New Year Celebra-
tion Banquet

The Philadelphia Chinatown Development Corporation
(PCDC) will be celebrating the Year of the Sheep on Fri-
day, February 27th, 2015, at Chinatown’s Ocean City
Restaurant. PCDC hosts this annual fundraiser to help
sustain the organization. The funds raised from this ban-
quet will support our work and mission.

For sponsorship and ticket information, please contact
John Chin or Rachel Mak at 215-922-2156 or
rmak(@chinatown-pcdc.org.

Chinese New Year is on February 19, 2015. Stay tuned
for information about celebrations and events in the
coming months. If you have an event you would like
PCDC to post on our website, please send your event
and contact information to CNY2015@chinatown-
pcdcoorg  or tweet the info wusing the hashtag
@PCDC_Events.

City Council:
Merry Christmas,

Chinatown!

On Thursday, December
11, the City Council of
Philadelphia passed a ’
resolution to approve
PCDC as the selected v
redeveloper for the fu-

/
) -
ture site of the Eastern
Tower Community Cen- ?
ter at 1001-11 Vine 3

Street and 314 N 10t

Street. The resolution was passed after it was introduced by First Dis-
trict Councilman Mark Squilla on December 4t and upon a second
reading on December 11t. This resolution marks an important mile-
stone in the development of Eastern Tower. PCDC is grateful for the
support of the staff of the Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority and
Councilman Squilla’s office throughout this process. Eastern Tower, a
20-story mixed-use community center project in Chinatown North, is
slated to begin construction in early 2015.

The Chinese American !
Women's Sisterhood Society@
of Philadelphia (CAWSSP)
presented a $2,000 contri-
bution to PCDC for the
Eastern Tower Community
Center, on December 6,
2014 at the CAWSSP 16t
anniversary banquet in Chi-
natown. PCDC Chairman
Fr. Tom Betz gladly accepted the contribution and said, “The Sister-
hood does such worthy work in the community. Your support is very
important to PCDC and it is appreciated.”

CAWSSP, founded in 1998, strives to help Chinese American women,
especially immigrants, and their dependents, by providing information
regarding social services, providing fellowship with peers, and con-
ducting cultural events. The organization assists needy families, which
do not know how to access social services. During the winter holiday,
CAWSSP partners with Hahnemann University Hospital to give gifts
to needy children.

Printed by Health Partners Plans
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Zoning and Planning

Below are the zoning matters within the Chinatown
district. Please feel free to attend a hearing regarding
any matter of interest. All Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment (ZBA) hearings are held at One Parkway Build-
ing, 1515 Arch Street, 18th Floor.

Address: 1228 Nectarine St

Appeal #: 23702

Scheduled Time: January 20, 9:30 AM

Appeal Type: Use Variance

Permit #: 528711

PERMIT FOR THE ERECTION OF AN ATTACHED
STRUCTURE WITH A ROOF DECK ABOVE THE
FIRST FLOOR REAR ROOF AND ONE INTERIOR
PARKING SPACE; SIZE AND LOCATION AS
SHOWN IN THE SUBMITTED PLAN/
APPLICATION. FOR USE AS SINGLE FAMILY
HOUSEHOLD LIVING.

Planning Committee Decision: Non-opposition

Address: 1137 Spring Garden St

Appeal #: 24105

Scheduled Time: January 20, 9:30 AM

Appeal Type: Special Exception

Permit #: 565026

SPECIAL EXCEPTION FOR THE PREPARATION
AND SERVING OF HOT FOOD FOR TAKE OUT
(TAKE OUT RESTAURANT) AS PART OF AN EX-
ISTING RETAIL GROCERY STORE ON 1ST FLOOR
WITH EXISTING TWO (2) FAMILY DWELLING
ABOVE IN AN EXISTING STRUCTURE.

Planning Committee Decision: Pending

Address: 215 N. 11t Street

Appeal #: 23857

Scheduled Time: February 3, 9:30 AM

Appeal Type: Use Variance

Permit #: 560762

PERMIT FOR CONVERT USE OF THE FIRST
FLOOR FROM COMMERCIAL RETAIL SPACE TO
A BILLIARD HALL. REGULATED USE)

Planning Committee Decision: Opposed

Address: 1209 Vine St

Appeal #: 24224

Scheduled Time: February 10, 9:30 AM

Appeal Type: Use Variance

Permit #: 557224

PERMIT FOR THE DAY CARE CENTER NOT
MORE THAN 24 CONSECUTIVE HOURS WITH AC-
CESSORY PREPARATION AND SERVING OF
FOOD FROM THIRD (3RD) FLOOR THROUGH
FORTH (4TH FLOOR) IN THE SAME BUILDING
EXISTING MANUFACTURE AND REPAIR OF MU-

SICL INSTRUMENTS TO INCLUDE OFFICES AND REC-
ORD STORAGE IN THE CELLAR WITH EXISTING
COUNSELLING OFFICES ON THE FIRST FLOOR, ART
PRINTING ON THE FIRST FLOOR AND OFFICES ON
THE MEZZANINE. NO SIGN ON THIS APPLICATION
Planning Committee Decision: Pending

Next Planning Committee meeting:

Date: Tuesday, January 13, 6:00 PM

PCDC’s planning committee meetings review upcoming planning
and zoning matters. Please feel welcome to attend a meeting if
there is a matter of interest to you. Planning Committee meetings
are held at PCDC .

Tentative Meeting Agenda:

1.Zoning Matters
2.Project Updates
3.01d Business
4.New Business

Upcoming Meetings:
February 10, 6:00 PM
March 10, 6:00 PM
April 14, 6:00 PM
May 12, 6:00PM

Community Sustainability Initiative Prioritizes
Data-Driven Legislation

On December 2, 2014, PCDC staff and board members attended a
community stakeholder discussion on City Council’s Community
Sustainability Initiative (CSI) which was broadcasted live on
WHYY. Members of City Council and The Reinvestment Fund
presented the beta version of a new mapping tool which will be
used to help legislators make data-driven decisions on allocation of
city resources and funds and how they will impact neighborhood
quality. PCDC supports the effort for a more transparent and data-
driven allocation process and looks forward to further develop-
ment of this tool.

As legislators consider the importance of local data, PCDC also
calls for recognition of alternative data collection efforts to the
Census Bureau. As Chinatown is particularly prone to egregiously
high margins of error during government demographic data collec-
tion efforts like the Census, it is important that the City recognizes
alternative data collection efforts, particularly those initiated by the
local community. Otherwise, data which reflects inaccurately high-
er levels of income and other measures disqualify the community
for needed public support and programs.



Programs and Services

‘VOLUNTEERS

VITA Program Offers Free Tax Preparation

Free federal tax return preparation will be offered by the American Asso-
ciation for Ethnic Chinese (AAEC) in partnership with Philadelphia Chi-
natown Development Corporation (PCDC). This service is a “Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance” (VITA) program with IRS-certified volunteers,
who provide free basic income tax return preparation with electronic
filing to qualified individuals. The VITA program helps people who
generally make $53,000 or less, persons with disabilities, the elderly, and
limited English-speaking taxpayers who need assistance in preparing
their own tax returns.

Walk-in sessions are scheduled for February 14, 15, 16, 21, 22, and 28.
The program begins at 9:00 AM, ends at 5:00 PM, and no appointment
is necessary. You must bring your 2014 W-2 or 1099 form, social securi-
ty card(s), income documentation or bank statement, tax-deductible bills,
and a copy of your previous year’s tax return.

There will be additional sessions offered on March 1, 7, and 8 from
9:00 AM to 4:00 PM, but you must call Ping Ho Lee at 215-922-2156 to
schedule an appointment.

VITA locations:

1) On Lok Senior Social Service Center, 213 N. 10th Street
2) PCDCs office, 301 N. 9t Street

Doing it right:
Making
it easy
to get fit.

We offer:

* Gym memberships
» Weight Watchers®
* And much more!

P
4

Health Partners Plans

1-888-HPP-9800 HealthPartnersPlans.com

' NEEDED

VITA Volunteers Still Needed

PCDC needs more volunteers to join the “Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance” (VITA) program. The VI-
TA program helps people who generally make
$53,000 or less, persons with disabilities, the elderly,
and limited English speaking taxpayers who need
assistance in preparing their own tax returns. Donate
your time and skills to help needy families. Call Ping
Ho Lee at 215-922-2156 now, so we can schedule
you for training on January 24 and 31.

Requirements to become a VITA volunteer:

1) A desire to serve the community

2) Willingness to learn basic tax matters and follow
VITA procedure

3) Pass the IRS mandated online test (at least Basic
level)

4) Respect taxpayers and their privacy

5) Ability to communicate in English and Cantonese
or Mandarin




TIS THE SEASON

FOR RECYCLING.

2014 Holiday Recycling
Program

and OUT of your bin this season.
The Holiday seasonis'one of the
best tifmes of year'to Get Behind
Recycling! By recycling all of
your holiday gift materials and
party supplies, you can help your
community and city be more sus-
tainable. Every holiday season,
tons'and tons of valuable recy-
cling materials are diverted from
the'landfill’by youtr efforts. So,

wheérever yeui@are during the holi-

days...remember to Get Behind
Recycling!

From presents to parties, there is a wealth of material to recycle.
Visit www.philadelphiastreets.com/holiday to see what can go IN

2015 Christmas Tree Recycling Program

You can still get involved once the holidays have passed, by participating in the 2014
Christmas Tree Recycling Program. The program will run for two weeks
from Monday, January 5, 2015 through Saturday, January 17, 2015

New this year, the Streets Department is pleased to announce there will also

be Christmas tree drop off sites located throughout the city at 23 designated locations on
Saturday, January 10 and Saturday, January 17. . Citizens may drop off their trees for recy-
cling at any of the following Streets Department Sanitation Convenience Centers Monday
through Saturday from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm. Visit: http://www.philadelphiastreets.com/

holiday. To find the location nearest to you, go to: http://www.philadelphiastreets.com/
holiday/2015-christmas-tree-recycling-program

White House Internship Opportunities

The White House Internship Program is currently accepting applications for the
summer of 2015. If you want to acquire professional experience and strengthen
your leadership skills, while gaining an understanding of the Executive Office,
then you should apply for this internship program at http://
www.whitehouse.gov/about/internships. Participants who complete an intern-
ship are better prepared for future pubhc service opportunities. Applicants must
apply by Sunday, January 11, 2015, must be U.S. Citizens, 18 years of age on or
before the first day of the internship, and meet at least one of the following crite-
tia:

Applicants must be U.S. citizens, 18 years of age on or before the first day of the
internship, and meet at least one of the following criteria:

e Currently enrolled in an undergraduate or graduate degree program at a
college, community college, or university (two-to-four year institution)
Graduated from an undergraduate or graduate degree program at a col-
lege, community college, or university (two-to-four year institution) no
more than two years before the first day of the internship
A veteran of the United States Armed Forces who possesses a high
school diploma or its equivalent and has served on active duty, for any
length of time, in the two years preceding the first day of the internship

2015-2016 White House Fellows
Application

Applications for White House Fellows are be-
ing accepted through January 15, 2014 at 5:59
PM (EST) at http://www.whitehouse.gov
about/fellows/application. White House Fel-
lows typically spend a year as full-time, paid
assistants to senior White House Staff, the
Vice President, Cabinet Secretaries and other
top-ranking government officials. Success-

ful candidates are quick learners, hard workers,
and expected to tackle issues outside their area
of expertise.
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PCDC is working with Chinatown’s restaurants to offer a Chinese New Year banquet experience to the public. Please
email your name and email address to CNY2015@chinatown-pcdc.org if you are interested in receiving information
about attending this event.

PCDC Invites Businesses to Promote Chinese New Year Lion Dancing is Coming to Town
It is the time of year to promote our culture and encourage more visitors Midnight Lion Dance Performance
to come to Chinatown for Chinese New Year. PCDC invites all China- Feb. 18 11:30 pm
town businesses to be part of the marketing campaign. Twelve sponsors 10th & Race St.
will be promoted in our Chinese New Year Celebration marketing materi-
als. We have upgraded our sponsor package by offering more slots and The Philadelphia Suns Lion Dance Parade
better designs for our sponsors in our New Year marketing materials. Feb. 22 11am-2pm
10th & Spring St.
Our sponsors will be promoted in:
PCDC Newsletters Stay tuned for more Chinese New Year cele-
Social Media (Facebook, Twitter, etc.) bration activities.
PCDC Website
Chinatown Map

New Year Posters
New Year Postcards
In this yeat’s package we will:
Highlight sponsors in the business section of our Chinatown Map
Highlight sponsors in the Chinatown Treasures section of our map
Enroll sponsors into our parking program with $3 off vouchers for
customers at PPA Autopark at Gallery Mall
Additionally, we will offer a Chinatown promotional item (TBD) exclu-
sively for our sponsors as gifts for their customers. The additional gifts will
serve to promote our sponsors and Chinatown as a whole.

If anyone is interested in sponsorship, please contact PCDC Ping-Ho Lee
at 215-922-2156 ot plee@chinatown-pcdc.org.

N\~ Shop Here, Park Here!
SHOP HERE, PARK HERE!

\:{' e --. NORZE = ) T > ’ Are you tired of driving round and round to find parking in Chinatown?

Do you love the dining scene but hate the rat race for a curbside stretch to call your own?
Throw in the towel and park on the PPA’s dimel!

This year PCDC is expanding the “Shop Here, Park Here” partnership program to offer
a special parking discount in an underused parking garage owned by the Philadelphia
Parking Authority (PPA).

SHOP
CHINATOW.

| ' This program offers parking for as little as $§1 at the PPA Gallery Garage at 10th and
VALIDATED PARKING Filbert St. if you shop or eat at any participating businesses (check out the list on our
Autopark at Gallery Mall 2015 Chinatown map)!

42 N. 10th St. (10th & Filbert)

$ l (up to one hour) —/\F§
$4 (up to two hours) Z/\E

MBMEESEE BEEAREES

PHILADELPHIA

PP PARKING AUTHORITY  MAIN STREET @) 3 Ak
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Public Comments from PCDC on Consolidated Annual Performance and
Evaluation Report for the period of July 1, 2013 - June 30, 2014 and hous-
ing and community development needs for CDBG Year 41 (FY2016)

The following public testimony was submitted by PCDC to the City of Philadelphia’s Office of

Housing and Community Development in response to their Consolidated Annual Performance

and Evaluation Report (CAPER) and housing and development needs for the coming fiscal
year.

The 2014 CAPER shows a lack of services for Asian/Pacific
Islanders population in the area of highest concentration, the
Chinatown neighborhood.

Consolidated ) . . .
Annual Performance In the report, a map showing concentrations of Asian/Pacific
and Evaluation Report Islanders Population (pg. 8) indicates the Chinatown area as the

only neighborhood with concentrations of 60% or higher. A
map showing concentrations of low- and moderate-income pop-
ulation (pg. 9) also highlights Chinatown. However, the CAPER
maps of OHCD-funded programs, including Neighborhood
Energy Centers, Housing Counseling Agencies, Neighborhood
Advisory Committees, and Targeted Corridor Cleaning and
Management Programs, reveal a lack of programs for this neigh-
borhood and for the overall Chinese-speaking population. These
programs otherwise serve a diversity of neighborhoods and
populations across the city.

PCDC strongly urges OHCD to address this need for Asian
language services, particularly Chinese language, in the China-
town area. It is a need that has been growing exponentially as
Chinese and other Asian immigrants increase in numbers.
PCDC is currently the only organization in the city to offer an
array of social services, housing counseling and economic devel-
opment in the Chinese language. The need for Chinese-language

housing counseling in Chinatown has been federally recognized
Oies ot leousieywud Comsiaiiny Developaientl as PCDC is a HUD-approved housing counseling agency. As
e e demand increases, PCDC has the capacity and institutional roots
to support further growth, but needs city support in order to do
so.

PCDC has also long been recognized as a force for advocacy and local organizing efforts in Chinatown
for zoning, development and economic development issues. A Neighborhood Advisory Committee pro-
gram would support its efforts to encourage local civic engagement and grant Chinatown equal standing
with other long-time residential communities in the City who are able to receive this support. Commer-
cial corridor support would also support its part-time efforts to engage and promote local businesses.

Support towards PCDC programs would serve low-income Chinese-speaking populations across the city
as PCDC is centrally and conveniently located near transportation lines and has already experienced sig-
nificant growth in out-of-neighborhood clients for its programs. In 2011 and 2012, 70% of PCDC’s fam-
ily service clients came from outside of the Chinatown zip code.

In conclusion, as Chinese and Asian immigrants spur population growth in Chinatown and in the City,
they have demonstrated acute needs which must be addressed. PCDC respectfully requests a follow up
meeting to further discuss this population’s unique needs and potential for support.



Concentrations of Low- and Moderate-Income Population: Concentrations of Population by Race and Ethnicity
2000 Census Tracts Asian/Pacific Islanders: 2010 Census Tracts
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Autopark at Gallery Mall
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www.chinatown-pcdc.org

PCDC was formed in 1966 to preserve, protect and promote Chinatown as a viable ethnic, business and residential community.
Philadelphia, PA 19107

f: 215-922-7232

p: 215-922-2156
O @PCDC_events

@phillychinatown
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