% PHILADELPHIA CHINATOWN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
- e e —— &

PCDC was formed in 1966 to preserve, protect and promote Chinatown as a viable ethnic, business and residential community.
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On May 6, 2016, PCDC will be celebrating 50 years of community building. From our first efforts in 1966 to protect the Holy Re-
deemer Church and School from the Vine Street Expressway project, PCDC has since expanded to provide family services, develop
housing, and support the growth of local businesses. We could not have come this far without a community engaged in altruism and
service. Thus, we hope you will join us as we celebrate this important milestone and work
together to maintain a prosperous and happy Chinatown. Printed by Health Partners Plans




Zoning and Planning

How We Build Chinatown:
A Primer on the Zoning Process

Did you know that we, as residents, workers, or other
stakeholders of Chinatown, have a right to vote for or
against new uses and buildings in Chinatown or China-
town North?

If someone proposes a use or building which is within
the limits set by zoning, they do not need to ask the
community. But it is common for many projects to re-
quire an exception to these established limits. If this hap-
pens, the project must be presented to the community in
a public meeting. The applicant is required to notify
neighbors who are directly impacted about the time,
date, and place of this meeting.

At this meeting, the applicant presents the project and
answers questions from the community. Attendants will
then vote to support or oppose the project. Their vote is
communicated to the city in a letter. This letter has great
importance to the outcome of the case because it repre-
sents the community’s desires. At the hearing in which a
board of city-appointed officials decides to reject or
grant the project’s permit, every official is given a copy
of this letter. Often, if the city is undecided about the
case, this letter will help them make a decision.

PCDC hosts these public meetings for projects pro-
posed within the boundaries of Spring Garden, Filbert,
8th, and 13th Streets. Once a month, applicants present
their proposals at the meetings at PCDC’s offices. Any-
one can come to these meetings. There is a group of
people who attend regularly, called the Planning Com-
mittee.

As a community, we have a responsibility to protect our-
selves and our neighbors from uses and buildings which
might result in negative impacts such as noise disturb-
ances, trash, and crime. We have a responsibility to pro-
mote uses and buildings which would encourage a safe,
attractive, and successful neighborhood.

The next time you receive a notice of such a meeting,
please attend. You can choose to either have a direct
influence on the outcome of a proposal, or to give up
this right and risk a project you may not like.

Here are some cases from the last 6 months:

215 N 11th St — Proposed Comedy Club Theater use.
900-34 Callowhill St — Proposed 146 apartment units
and 12,000 SF commercial space.

1228 Nectarine St — Proposed 4-story residential home
on land zoned for industrial use.

Next time you see a notice, don’t throw it aside because
it contains important information about the proposed
change and the meeting. Here is what a notice looks like:

Sample of Zoning Notice

ZBA Appeal File Date.
Property Owners | OR
CDR Referral Date:

This is a notification of a PUBLIC MEETING to discuss the project described below. All Registered
Ci ity O izati that have i i ining the project property and all
community members are welcome to attend.

Notice from Zoning to RCOs and

Dear Registered Community Organization or Property Owner:

Property Description:

[Add a description of the property by general vicinity, street address, size, nearest cross street,
and the zoning district in which the property is located.]

Project Description:

[Add a description of the nature, scope, and purpose of the application. If the hearing is a Zoning
Board of Adjustment hearing, describe the type of special exceptions and variances being sought.
Indicate where copies of the zoning application and any related information can be obtained.]
Summary of Refusal: [Summarize or Attach a copy of refusal]

[Insert Name of C« inating RCOJ as Ci inating RCO has a PUBLIC MEETING in
advance of a public hearing to discuss the project at the following date, time and location:

Public Meeting Date & Time: [Date] [Time]
Location: [Address, City, State ZIP Code]

Please review the zoning posters for the date of the PUBLIC HEARING to be held by the City of
Philadelphia [Zoning Board of Adjustment or Civic Design Review Committee] located at 1515 Arch
Street, 18" Floor, Philadelphia, PA 19102 on the issue.

For contact i for all affected I C ity Of
Councilperson is provided as follows:

[District Council Office contact information]

[Each i C ity Of izati contact ir

and the District

[The following sentence must be included and worded as follows.] If you have received this notice as the
owner, managing agent, or other responsible person at a multi-unit building. you are requested to post
this notice at a prominent place in a common area of your building.

Sincerely,
Name of Applicant

[The law requires that the following receive copies of this notification]
cc:  District Council Office contact

Planning C ission - rco.notif i ila.gov

Each affected RCO including the Coordinating RCO

ZBA- rcozba@phila.gov or Civic Design Review Committee [see Templates 3 or 4 for mailing
address]

Saluting Philadelphia Chinatown
Development Corporation and its mission
of preserving and protecting
neighborhoods in our community

Health Partners Plans
Doing it right since 1985.




PCDC Programs and Services

Free Tax Help: Chinatown VITA Francis House of Peace — Ping An House Is Open!
Program Kick Off In January 2016, qualified and approved residents of the Francis House of

Peace — Ping An House started moving into their new home. As of today, 17
We kicked off the VITA season on the weekend tenants have moved in.

of February 13th. The Volunteer Income Tax On February 11th, Project HOME and PCDC
Assistance (VITA) program offers free tax prep- hosted a new residents’ orientation. Mary Lou
aration services to qualified families earning less DiArenzo from Project HOME shared the [B
than $54,000 per year. vision, missions, and values of Project HOME J
The American Association of Ethnic Chinese while PCDC Program Manager Ping Ho Lee %
(AAEC) and the Philadelphia Chinatown Devel- shared the goals behind the partnership and
opment Corporation (PCDC) are partnering for the project. Other staff from Project HOME
the second year to offer VITA. Tax preparation and PCDC were also there to welcome the
services are provided by IRS-certified volunteers, new residents.

who were trained by AAEC instructors. AAEC
used IRS materials to train our volunteers. The
training is very rigorous and includes knowledge
about the Affordable Care Act. 33 volunteers
passed the IRS certification exams. Families can
expect high quality preparation. In addition,
AAEC has five “Quality Reviewers” who review
the returns after they are complete.

:

During the session, residents received valuable
information about staff and resident responsi-
bilities as well as opportunities available to
them. PCDC Program Associate Iris Liang
shared some life skills that can help residents
transition more smoothly into their new home.

Some applicants are still awaiting approval §

) from the Philadelphia Housing Authority.
The volunteers represent many different occupa- They should know shortly.

tions, and they are all English speakers with the Finally, if you were not one of the 94 applicants selected, but you still want to

wait for an open unit, you should response to our letter and indicate that you
On the first day of VITA, Mandarin, English, want to be placed on the Francis House of Peace — Ping An House waiting

ability to speak at least one dialect of Chinese.

Cantonese, Taishan, and Fuzhounese conversa- list. Return this letter to the Property Management Office at 810 Arch Street,

tions could be heard throughout the facility. Philadelphia, PA 19107. If the form is not returned by the deadline on the
letter, the applicant will be removed from the waiting list. Currently this

Service dates in March are Saturday 3/5 and apartment is not accepting new applications.

Sunday 3/6. If you have not filed your tax return

yet, please take this opportunity to file your free "= "= s E s rE s mrE s E e E = -

tax return., -Upcoming Senior Apartment in Kensington: I

' St. Francis Villa!

I
. On Chinese New Year Day, February 8%, 2016, PCDC Program Manager [
| Ping Lee and Housing Counselor Wendy Lee went to the application site of

= the St. Francis Villa senior apartment and helped 6 seniors apply for new I
I housing. Some seniors had been in line since 7:00 a.m. waiting for the doors
i to open at 10:00 a.m. Our seniors were among the first 20 applicants. I

. St. Francis Villa is was developed by Catholic Human Services and is man- |
PCDC Program Manager Ping Lee gave an . aged by Presby’s Inspired Life. It is located in Kensington and expects ten-
otientation to the volunteers before the | ants to move in by June 2016. It consists of 40 one-bedroom apartments

st @i iche ganies dhy: - with 2 elevators in the building. Seniors who are 62 years of age with annual |
| incomes under $34,080 for a 1-person houschold or $38,940 for a 2-person

" household are eligible for this apartment building. This apartment is about 5 |
! _minutes’ walk from the York-Dauphin Station of the Market-Frankford
_Line, and about 15 minutes’ subway ride to Chinatown. Details are below:
! St. Francis Villa Address: 2450 Emerald St., Philadelphia PA 19125

j Information: Call Presby’s Inspired Life at 610-260-1152 or PCDC at 215-
. 922-6156 |
| If anyone is interested in applying for senior apartments, please call PCDC -
i Housing Counselor Wendy Lee at 215-922-6156 to schedule a consultation. |

D <

Volunteers meeting with clients to com- . I
plete the intake process! |
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My 2016 Chinese New Year

It’s been over 25 years
| since I have fully expe-
L rience what it’s like to
| cclebrate Chinese New
! Year at home in Philly
8 with family and friends.
" Wow have I been miss-
? ding out! _There is deli-

' L! h .! cious food everywhere
e e you go, laugher, hugs,

~ well wishes and family
1 and friends just enjoying
= the holidays...Pure
Joylll  As the PCDC
Special Project Manager
I have the privilege to
collaborate with some
amazing people and
partners;  Philadelphia
| Suns, Reading Terminal
‘ || Market, Center City
& "8 District and On Lok

name a few.

It was exciting to kick
off the Year of the
®| Monkey with a pre-
' celebration on February
6t at the Reading Ter-
Wamy minal Market. I have
== been going to the
Reading Terminal Mar-
ket with my parents
. since I was a little girl
but this was the first
time I've ever seen it
decked out with all the
beautiful and rich Chi-
nese New Year decora-
tions and activities. I
along with the crowd
got very excited as
soon as we heard the
drums  because we
knew the lion dance
was about to begin,
officially kicking off
the festivities. The Phﬂadelphla Suns lion dance parad-
ed around the Reading Terminal Market, greeting kids
and families. = There was something for everyone;
dumpling demos from Sang Kee and Shanghai Gour-
met, demo by Chef Joseph Poon, all-day free tea tasting
courtesy of Tea Leaf, live Erthu music by Qin Qian, Cal-
ligraphy fortune and blessings by Mr. Peng , AARP
giveraways, and voter registration at the PCDC table.

(1) Main Street % FEIEKE

9th Annual

- Philly Spring Cleanup
Satu i:& April H‘bﬁ
f 2pMy oy o

2016 Phﬂly Spring Cleanup is approachmg' Once again, PCDC will be
organizing a Chinatown project this year. Come join us and support a

clean and safe Chinatown.

EVENT DETAILS
Date: Saturday, April 9t

Time: 9am to 2pm

Location: Register and meet up at 10th Street Plaza, 10th and Vine

Street

Contact: Betsy Lee at 215-922-2156 or blee@chinatown—pcdc.org

Register at phillyspringcleanup.com
(event Chinatown Spring Cleanup)

The next day, Sunday, February
7t Chinese New Year Eve, started
with two lion dance performances
that delighted ice skaters, locals,
and tourist at Dilworth Park while
PCDC gave out fortune cookies
and flyers with information about
upcoming Chinese New Year cele-
brations in Chinatown, as well as
voter registration information for
the upcoming Primary Election.

From Dilworth Park, I made it just
in time for my family reunion Chi-
nese New Year Eve dinner, greet-
ed by a table full of delicious tradi-
tional dishes that only my dad can
make. After dinner it was time for
the Chinatown Midnight Lion
Dance. Harry Leong, the President
of Philadelphia Suns was pleased
to note that “this was one of larg-
est crowds we’ve had for a mid-
night lion dance.”

Throughout the week family and
friends gathered and visited bring-
ing gifts and well wishes while the
preparation for the Chinese New
Year Parade was in the works.
Many questioned if the parade was
still moving forward on Sunday,
Feb 14t because the forecast pre-
dicted one of the coldest Valen-
tine’s Days in history. A little chill
couldn’t stop us! Over 100 dedi-

AMWORKLE.
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cated Philadelphia Suns came out
to perform, manning six Lions,
three drums, two gongs, two sets
of cymbals, and--my favorite--the
silly clown, and marched all
through Chinatown for 4 hours to
ring in the New Year with warm
wishes, good fortune, and bless-
ings. Attendees were not disap-
pointed.

There is nothing better than cele-
brating the Chinese New Year
with family, friends, food, fun,
fortune and firecrackers. Special
Thanks to all the dedicated volun-
teers who came out to support us
at each event, with your help we
were able to share the Chinese
New Year with the Philadelphia
community and bring the aware-
ness of our beloved Chinatown to
others. I am proud to be a part of
this community and hope that we
can do more together.

-Betsy Lee
Special Project Manager

Join me in 2017 to experience the
Year of the Rooster.
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Do You Remember the Trash Problem in
Chinatown?

W' On January 20th, PCDC
? , deputy director Rachel Mak
g== Jod the discussion on illegal
B dumping at the Keep Phila-
delphia Beautiful communi-
= ty stakeholders meeting.

Prior to PCDC’s $1-a-Day
® cleaning program, illegal
“*™ dumping was a major prob-
lem in Chinatown. It was not unusual to see streets clotted with
loose household and construction trash, particularly in dumping
hotspots like 10th and Cherry, 10th and Race, and 11th and Wood
Streets. PCDC initiated a pilot program in 2011 and hired a side-
walk sweeper to clean Chinatown five days a week. Center City
District had secured Ready, Willing & Able cleaning services to
clean Chinatown once a week for a month. As a result, the $1-a-
Day cleaning program was born. The goal and objective of the
program is to ensure that Chinatown streets stay clean, so that our
residents have a comfortable and safe environment to live, work,
and play.

Today, the $1-a-Day program employs two sanitation workers
who clean the streets seven days a week and collect information to
track down illegal dumpers. Working closely with the Streets De-
partment and through education and enforcement, PCDC was
able to eliminate all the dumping sites in 2013. The enforcement
of illegal dumping laws has made illegal dumping rare in our neigh-
borhood.

This success is due to the City of Philadelphia, Commerce Depart-
ment and the collaborative effort of the Chinatown community,
which have funded and assisted our $1-a-Day workers to make
this transformation. However, we still need your help to maintain
Chinatown’s streets for the future. If you see illegally dumped
trash in your area, please report it by calling 311, filing a report on
the 311 website (http://
www.phila.gov/311/form/
Pages/default.aspx), or fil-
ing a report on the Philly
311 phone app, available for |
download on Google Play
and iTunes. Please also con-
sider donating to the $1-a-
Day program; all proceeds
go towards keeping China-

Is Your Business Ready for Growth —
Free Business Education

Goldman Sachs 70,000 Small Businesses is a program for
small businesses that links learning to action. Through
the program, participants will gain practical skills in top-
ics such as negotiation, marketing, and employee man-
agement that can immediately be put into action. In addi-
tion, they will receive the tools and professional support
to develop a strategic and customized growth plan that
will take their businesses to the next level. This program
is for entrepreneurs who are passionate about growing
their businesses and creating jobs in our community, and
who meet the following criteria: Small business owner or
small business co-owner

e Business in operation for at least two years

® Business revenues of over $150,000 in the most re-
cent fiscal year

® Business with a minimum of four employees
(including the owner)

To get the most out of the 10,000 Small Businesses pro-
gram, business owners are asked to invest their time to
engage in the following:

e Attend a program orientation
e Complete 11 learning sessions

e Darticipate in out-of-class activities, including com-
pleting assignments and attending networking events
and business support clinics (approx. 8-10 hours per
week)

® (reate a business growth plan over the course of the

program

Selected applicants will gain access to a world-class busi-
ness education and connections to a professional support
network at no cost. If you're a small business owner in-
terested in taking your business to the next level check
out https://www.10ksbapply.com/

If you have any questions contact Betsy Lee
blee@chinatown-pedc.org or 215 922-2156

Job Listing: Sports Coordinator
PCDC Youth Program is looking for a dedicated and passionate
volunteer sports coordinator. The coordinator will enlist, teach

and coordinate the community of youths on activities and games

such as tennis, badminton, basketball, volleyball, dodgeball, etc...
Wednesday nights from 5:00p — 8:00p at Holy Redeemer Chinese
Catholic Church gym.

town streets clean.

This program is very important and crucial to the youths in our
community, it gives our youth: a sense of belonging, keeps them
off the streets, teaches team work, coordination and healthy living
with activity. Interested in more information please contact Betsy
Lee blee@chinatown-pcdc.org or 215 922-2156



https://www.10ksbapply.com/
mailto:blee@chinatown-pcdc.org
mailto:blee@chinatown-pcdc.org

e 11 [E

Department of Commerce

Upgrade Your Storefront

The Storefront Improvement Program is offered by the
City of Philadelphia to encourage businesses and property
owners within targeted neighborhood commercial corridors
to improve their storefronts, making them more attractive
to shoppers and improving their economic performance.
Chinatown businesses should take advantage of this oppor-
tunity. The program reimburses owners of commercial
buildings and businesses up to 50% of the total improve-
ments, for a maximum reimbursement of $10,000 for a sin-
gle commercial property or $15,000 for a multiple address
or corner business property. Applicants must NOT start
work until receiving a signed approval from the city.
5 Easy Steps to Apply:
Step One — Find out if your project is eligible. Contact
Ana Fuentes at 215-683-2025 or
ana.fuentes@phila.gov

Step Two — Plan your project. Meet and discuss the
plan with your city relationship manager.
Step Three — Apply with all the required documents to
SIP@phila.gov . The review process can take 2-4 weeks.
You must wait for approval before beginning work.
Step Four — Begin work — follow all required steps out-
lined in the application.
Step Five — Receive reimbursement/funds — submit
completion documents for a rebate check.
Check out some of the smart business owners who took
advantage of the SIP program:

Chinatown Learning Center — 1034 Spring Street

DIA Boutique — 931 Race Street

Heung Fa Chun Sweet House — 114 N. 10t Street

Jade Harbor Seafood Restaurant — 338 N. 10t Street

New Harmony Vegetarian Restaurant — 133 N. 9t
Street

Sino-American Buddhist Association — 1015 Cherry
Street

1023 Y2 1025 Arch Street has recently been approved

For more information please go to www.phila.gov/

business,contact Betsy Lee at blee@chinatown-pedc.org, or
call PCDC at 215-922-2156.

Department of Commerce

Safety — A Small Investment for a Rich Future
Business Security Camera Program

The City of Philadelphia encourages all businesses, especially
those owned and controlled by women, minority, or disabled
persons, to take advantage of the Business Security Camera
Program. The Commerce Department will award applicants up
to 50% of the total eligible cost (with a maximum of $3,000 per
single commercial property) for the purchase and installation of
external security camera equipment. Business Associations or
other organizations may apply for the award collectively for
cameras to be places on multiple properties within an area and
receive 50% reimbursement for the project costs. Applicants
must be owners of a commercial occupied property, an operat-
ing tenant business, an established business association, or a
community-based organization.

How to Apply:

Step One: Call (215) 683-2172 to request an application or visit:
business.phila.gov/documents/buisnesscamerapplication.pdf

Step Two: Plan your project and get at least two (2) contractor
estimates

Step Three: Submit your application. You will need:
Photographs of your entire storefront and of the locations
where cameras will be installed
Estimates from two (2) licensed contractors detailing cam-
era specifications
A letter from the building owner (if not you) granting pet-
mission for the work

Send all completed applications to Linda.lawrence@phila.gov

or Linda Lawrence, Department of Commerce, 1515 Arch
Street, 12t floor, Philadelphia, PA 19102. Please copy Betsy
Lee at PCDC, 301 N. 9% Street, Philadelphia, PA 19107 or
blee@chinatown-pedc.otrg on all correspondence with city.
You must wait for approval before beginning work. Applica-
tion approval usually takes two to three weeks.

Step Four: If required, get an electrical permit and complete the
work.

Step Five: Register your camera with the Police and submit for
reimbursement. Cameras must be registered with the Police

Department SafeCam program: http://
safecam.phillypolice.com/registration

For reimbursement, submit copies of invoices, proof of pay-
ment, photos of the installed cameras, a screenshot showing all

camera views, and a copy of SafeCam registration.


mailto:Linda.Lawrence@phila.gov
mailto:blee@chinatown-pcdc.org
http://safecam.phillypolice.com/registration
http://safecam.phillypolice.com/registration
mailto:ana.fuentes@phila.gov
mailto:SIP@phila.gov
http://www.phila.gov/business
http://www.phila.gov/business
mailto:blee@chinatown-pcdc.org
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Sample of Zoning Notice

ZBAAppeal FileDate:_____
Notice from Zoning i to RCOs and Nei ing Property Owners | OR
CDRReferral Date:

Dear Registered Community Organization or Property Owner:

Tms isa notlfcatlon of a PUBLIC MEETING to discuss (he project described below. All Registered
i that have ining the project property and all
communny members are welcome to attend.

Property Description:

[Add a description of the property by general vicinity, street address, size, nearest cross street,
and the zoning district in which the property is located.]

Project Description:

[Add a description of the nature, scope, and purpose of the application. If the hearing is a Zoning
Board of Adjustment hearing, describe the type of special exceptions and variances being sought.
Indicate where copies of the zoning application and any related information can be obtained.]
Summary of Refusal: [Summarize or Attach a copy of refusal]

[Insert Name of C« inating RCOJ as Ci inating RCO has a PUBLIC MEETING in
advance of a public hearing to discuss the project at the following date, time and location:

Public Meeting Date & Time: [Date] [Time]
Location: [Address, City, State ZIP Code]

Please review the zoning posters for the date of the PUBLIC HEARING to be held by the City of
Philadelphia [Zoning Board of Adjustment or Civic Design Review Committee] located at 1515 Arch
Street, 18" Floor, Philadelphia, PA 19102 on the issue.

For , contact i ion for all affected I C ity Of izations and the District
Councllpersun is provided as follows:

[District Council Office con!aot information]

[Each i C O ization’s contact ir

[The following sentence must be included and worded as follows.] If you have received this notice as the
owner, managing agent, or other responsible person at a multi-unit building, you are requested to post
this notice at a prominent place in a common area of your building.

Sincerely,
Name of Applicant

[The law requires that the following receive copies of this notification]
cc: District Council Office contacr
Planning C ission - rco. i ila.gov

Each affected RCO including the Coordinating RCO
ZBA- rcozba@phila.gov or Civic Design Review Committee [see Templates 3 or 4 for mailing
address]
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PCDC Program Manager Ping Lee gave an
orientation to the volunteers before the
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Volunteers meeting with clients to com-
plete the intake process!
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PCDC was formed in 1966 to preserve, protect and promote Chinatown as a viable ethnic, business and residential community.
301-305 N. gth St. Philadelphia, PA 19107 p: 215-922-2156 f: 215-922-7232
www.chinatown-pcdc.org o@phillychinatown O@PCDC_events
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