PCDC was formed in 1966 to preserve, protect and promote Chinatown as a viable ethnic, business and residential community.
301-305 N. gth St. Philadelphia, PA 19107 p: 215-922-2156 f: 215-922-7232
www.chinatown-pcdc.org o@phillychinatown O@PCDc_events

The 2016 Chinatown Spring Cleanup was a huge success, thanks to more than 120 volunteers from youth to neighborhood residenc-
es to other partnering organizations, who contributed approximately 450 hours and collected 100 bags of trash. The annual Philly
Spring Cleanup, a program through the Philadelphia Streets Department and Pick It Up, Philly Campaign, encourages commu-
nities to host cleanup projects in their own neighborhoods. PCDC worked with the Chinese Benevolent Association, Chinese
American Women’s Sisterhood Society of Philadelphia, Asian Americans United, the Philadelphia Suns, and Chinese Christian
Church & Center on the Chinatown project. In addition, we had volunteers coming from Central High School, Philadelphia High
School for Girls, Northeast High School and Arcadia University. With such a large turnout, we were able to focus on trash pickup,
recycling, weeding, pothole reporting, kiosk graffiti reporting, and outreach and education. This was not just a community cleanup
event, but a community effort to build a better community.

We thank all our hardworking volunteers and State Representative Michael H. O’Brien, who stopped by to show his support for his
community. Check out our Facebook and websites for more pictures of the day.




Zoning and Planning PCDC Programs and Services

Zoning Matters

Below are the current and upcoming zoning matters within
the Chinatown district. Zoning matters are presented to the
community first, through public RCO meetings, before they
are heard by the Zoning Board of Adjustment (ZBA). Please
feel free to attend an RCO meeting or ZBA hearing regarding
any matter of interest. All ZBA hearings are held at One Park-
way Building, 1515 Arch Street, 18th Floor.

PCDC’s Planning Committee meets at 6pm on the second
Tuesday of each month as the Registered Community Organi-
zation (RCO) for the boundaries of 8% to 13t Street, Filbert to
Spring Garden Street. The next meetings are as follows:

May 24th

June 14th

July 12th
August 9th
September 13th

The following case will be presented to the community at
the May 24th meeting.

Address: 214 N 12th St

Appeal #: 26734

Permit #: 652933

Appeal Type: Zoning Variance

Scheduled Hearing Time: May 11 4:00pm

Permit for the complete demolition of existing structure on
site, and for the erection of an attached structure, size and lo-
cation as shown on plans/application. For use as multi-family
household living (6 units), no signs on this permit.

Address: 1100 Arch St

Appeal #: 27593

Permit #: 645950

Appeal Type: Use Variance

Scheduled Hearing Time: June 15t 2:00pm

Permit for the installation of one (1) statically illuminated dou-
ble-sided projecting sign; size and location as shown in applica-
tion. For use as a private parking garage on the same lot as an
existing visitor accommodation hotel, with accessory signage
and all other uses as previously approved.

Residents who intend to submit a future application for a zon-
ing variance are encouraged to approach PCDC for guidance.
Please contact Sarah Yeung at <syeung@chinatown-pcdc.org>
or 215-922-2156.

College Tours

For the past few weeks, PCDC has led groups of high school
students to visit some of Philadelphia region’s best universities.
On Sunday, April 31, 9 students visited Drexel University’s cam-
pus. Drexel University hosts a number of different programs,
with the most unique being it’s Co-Op opportunities. These co-
operative opportunities allow undergraduates a transition into
the work place environment throughout their five years of col-
lege, receiving experience that cannot be learned in the class-
room.

The PCDC youth also visited Swarthmore College in April.
Swarthmore is one of the top liberal arts colleges in the country,
currently ranked #3 nationally, and home to one of the most
beautiful public arboretums in the area. As a liberal arts school,
Swarthmore prepares its students through a range of different
subjects and courses. Small classroom sizes provide both lecture
and discussion-based learning opportunities. Unlike many liberal
arts colleges, Swarthmore also hosts an engineering department,
bringing a more technical side to its selection of majors.

PCDC will also be hosting trips to visit:

« Villanova University and Bryn Mawr College —
Date: TBD

e Temple University —
Date: June 30t, 2016

o New York University and Columbia University —
Date: TBD

If interested, please contact PCDC at (215) 922-2156



PCDC Programs and Services

PCDC Annual Expo Ping An Welcomes New Residents

. On Wednesday April 13%, I attended the Welcome Home Party at the Ping
Date and Time: Sunday 6/18 - 1 pm to 4:30 pm An House (Francis House of Peace). The patty was decorated with festive
Location: Holy Redeemer Church pink and red colors that included plenty of food and drinks. Residents were
Teresa Hu Center, 915 Vine Street seated in the Community Room on the 1st floor, while the food and drinks

were displayed on the tables in the hallway.

Save the date for PCDC’s 8th Annual Expo.
PCDC will showcase service providers, which
serve the Asian community. Attendees will get
information on housing, voter registration, social
services and youth programs. If you are a service

From the staff working at the Ping An House to PCDC representatives, Ra-
chel Mak and John Chin, there were a variety of guests who attended the
Welcome Home Party. At the beginning, Carolyn Crouch-Robinson from
Project HOME gave a speech of her organization’s mission and why PCDC
provider and are interested in increasing your plays an important role in that mission. After that, the artists, who designed
familiarity with the Chinatown community call the Chinese style front gate and the art boxes at the entrance, explained the
PCDC Program Manager Ping Ho Lee at 215- ideas and the meaning of the decorations: the full moon indicates the reunion
of family while the art boxes were inspired by Chinese Medicine Boxes. Un-
learn how your organization can participate as an surprisin.gly, the.residents were astonishfad t.hat Ping An House had S}lCh a
exhibitor. People interested in  volunteering deep artistic design and background behind it. Food and drinks were distrib-
should call Ping Ho Iee. uted followed by the art introduction.

922-6156 or email plee(@chinatown-pcdc.org to

The food that was served consisted of Asian dishes along with American
dishes. This was a nice moment in time for residents and guests to talk to one
another while enjoying the different dishes. The second session of the party
was game and lottery time. As an ice-breaking mini game, I taught the Eng-
lish-speaking residents a few simple greetings in Chinese and a few English
greetings for Chinese-speaking residents. They practiced the greetings in two
groups and had a fun time. Afterwards, residents were divided into several
groups to play 24-piece puzzles, followed by the lottery. The prizes were
plentiful, including carpets, lamps and pillows. Last but not least, all residents
received the Welcome Baskets at the end of the party!

Our EXPO event is open to public. Free admis-
sion, free food and free chances to win door priz-
es! Chinese interpretation will be offered. At the
day of the event, PCDC will distribute recycle
bins to community members, one bin per house-
hold. Please bring your photo identification to get
your recycle bin.

I am very happy for the residents who are living in the Ping An House. All
the staff are nice and helpful and it was a great sign of hospitality from them
to host such a wonderful Welcome Home Party to welcome the new move-
ins. It should not be overlooked for those Ping An House residents who vol-
unteered to help out in the party because their service also contributed to the
success of the party. Wish all the residents to have a joyful and delightful life
in their new homes.

~Iris Liang, PCDC Ping An Program Associate

Saluting Philadelphia Chinatown
Development Corporation and its mission
of preserving and protecting
neighborhoods in our community

Health Partners Plans
Doing it right since 1985.
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VOTING IS POWER!

The residents of the Francis House of Peace (Ping An House) and
On Lok House have the power, and those at Citizenship Day on
Saturday, April 9t do too. So what are you waiting for?

Join us on Saturday, May 7% from 11 a.m.to 5 p.m. at the Asian
Pacific American Heritage Month Celebration, taking place at
Franklin Squate Park. whete you will be able to register to Vote.
You must be a U.S. citizen for at least a month, a PA resident, and
18 years or older before November 8, 2016.

The PCDC Voter Registration drive will also be at the courtyard in
City Hall on Friday, May 20t from 11 a.m. — 2 p.m.

Follow us on Facebook, email blee@chinatown-pedc.org of call
Betsy Lee 215 922-2156 for more information.

Do not miss out! Be a part of history and elect the next President
of the United States.

Polling station:

April 26t is Pennsylvania’s Primary Election Day. For resi-
dents living in Chinatown, there will be two polling locations:
o Chinese Church and Christian Center: 225 N 10t Street

o F.A.CT Charter School: 1023 Callowhill Street

Depending on your address, your polling station may be in a
different location. Please double check your polling place by
going on to: www.philadelphiavotes.com
Or by calling us at (215) 922-2156

Seniors Hoping for a New Home in Kensington

Four of PCDC’s clients received good news in April; they will be interviewed
for a chance to move into St. Francis Villa in East Kensington. St. Francis Vil-
la, which is opening in summer 2016, is a 40-unit affordable senior apartment
developed by the Archdiocese of Philadelphia. It is a 10-minute train-ride from
Chinatown.

Last February, PCDC staff Wendy Lee and Ping Ho Lee helped six clients pre-
pare their documents and information and apply for St. Francis Villa. We hope
they will receive some good news very soon.

Do you lack credit history? Do you lack money for
a down payment?

Financing and Technical Assistance (FINANTA), a
nonprofit lending institution, provides the
PREMOS (Pre-Mortgage) program that provides
low- to moderate-income prospective first-time
homebuyers in Philadelphia with the financial re-
sources and homeownership counseling necessary
to successfully save for and purchase a home.
PREMOS participants follow a set curriculum last-
ing up to 24 months, with instruction administered
via both individual and group settings. Participants
are also afforded access to a secured pre-purchase
loan, an important tool in building their credit and
capital in parallel to homeownership training.
PREMOS’ end goal is for graduates to secure pre-
approval for mortgages.

PREMOS directly addresses the four main barriers
preventing low- to moderate-income homeownet-
ship, as follows:

1. Qualifying for credit.

2. Accessing capital for down payment and closing
costs.

3. Developing a strong understanding of home-
ownership economics and responsibilities through
counseling and financial training.

4. Accessing and applying for mortgage products
within the client’s budget.

PREMOS empowers each participant to achieve
broad outcomes including:

* Newly established or improved credit.

* The option to become a homeowner, even if pre-
viously declined by a lender.

* Bankability and non-dependence on check
cashers or payday lenders.

* Consistent financial training for 24 months. The
breadth and depth of our curriculum are uniquely
suited to prepare our participants for homeowner-

ship.

PCDC is looking to partner with FINANTA to
bring this program to you. If you believe this pro-
gram could benefit you, or you would like to learn
more about this, you can call PCDC Program Man-
ager Ping Lee at 215-922-6156 or call FINANTA
267-236-7000.
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PCDC is excited to bring to the Chinatown community
50 free trees for good homes using the Philadelphia
Parks and Recreation Department Tree Philly Program.
A variety of tree species, including fruit trees, are avail-
able. All interested must register online between April
1st and April 30t and must attend a mandatory work-
shop on the day of the giveaway.

ain,, ?
+ check o : -
o . ox If you have not requested your free tree yet, you still
have time while supplies last. It is easy. Select a tree

and pick it up on May 7% at Franklin Square.

Signup: Online at http://goo.gl/forms/8]iM451aTz
OR call PCDC Ping Lee 215-922-6156

Pickup: Saturday, May 7, from 12:00 PM to 3:00 PM at
Franklin Square (200 N 6™ St)

Residents Help the Environment L
Limitations:
PCDC in partnership with Pennsylvania Horticultural Society (PHS) offered
a bilingual “Rain Check Workshop” on April 6, 2016. Over 15 community
members attended the workshop. Philadelphia Water Department’s (PWD)
Rain Check program gives Philadelphia residents an opportunity to reduce
pollution that would otherwise end up in our creeks and rivers. Rain Check
is managed by PHS. be left in pots

Philadelphia residents only!
Tree must plant in privately

-owned yards, cannot

Guest speaker Zachary Popkin from PHS taught our community about the
Rain check program, which offers free rain barrels from PWD! Reduced
pricing for downspout planters, rain gardens, repaving, and permeable pav-
ers are also offered through this program. These tools help reduce rain wa-
ter from flowing into the sewer system and reduce pollution from entering
our rivers.

After the workshop, six participants signed up for the program. PHS will %mﬁfﬁ‘*: E T
arrange for the installation of storm water tools.

Although you missed this workshop, you can learn how to get your free rain

barrel and help to pay for your landscape improvements. Go to this web-

site: http://www.phillywatersheds.org/whats in it for you/residents Tr Ph'"
raincheck to learn about PWD’s Stormwater Tools. ee l L y

A program of Philadelphia Parks & Recreation

Free Trees for Philly Yards

Philadelphia is transforming into the City of Arborly Love, one tree at a time! Thanks to
TreePhilly, a program of Philadelphia Parks & Recreation and the Fairmount Park
Conservancy, property owners can join the movement by picking up a free tree to plant
in their yard this fall. Register online or over the phone and choose between a variety of
trees, including fruit trees! Free mulch and planting and care demonstrations will be
available at each event.

Registration: 4/1-4/30
Giveaways: Saturday 5/7 12PM -4 PM
Location: Franklin Square (200 6th St)

Register today at http://goo.gliforms/8JjM45laTz Tt
| _conservancy | or call PCDC Ping Lee at 215-922-6156 ) SF
PHILADELPHIA GRS

WATER phillywatersheds.org/raincheck M.E o® 'IA\[EXJB
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DATE:
SATURDAY, MAY 7TH 2016

TIME:
11AM - 5PM RAIN OR SHINE!

LOCATION:
FRANKLIN SQUARE PARK

6TH & RACE STREETS

**PARKING:

$7.00 DISCOUNT PARKING AT E-Z PARK

ON 9TH STREET BETWEEN RACE AND VINE STREET
VISIT INFO BOOTH FOR REQUIRED VALIDATION

OUR'SPONSORS

pennsylvania
GOVERNOR'S ADVISORY COMMISSION
ON ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN AFFAIRS

ASIAN AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
OF GREATER PHILADLEPHIA

City of Philadelphia
Office of Immigrant Affairs

Celebrate
Asian Pacific
American
Heritage
Month

Beginning back in 1992,
May was designated
Asian-Pacific American
Heritage Month. The
law giving this month
prominence was meant
to give significance and
awareness to the first
Japanese immigrant to
come to the United
States and the Chinese
immigrants who
worked on the trans-
continental railroad in
the 1800s. As April is
coming towards an end,
the celebration for
Asian-Pacific  Ameri-
cans is coming ever so
close.

Franklin Square will
host its first Philadelph-
ia Chinese Lantern Fes-
tival. Starting on April
22 and wrapping up on
June 12, you can enjoy
the spectacle of the
park and indulge in its
festivities that include

lights and fantastic set pieces. It should be noted that entering the park is free, but the festival that occurs at 6 P.M. requires a pur-

chased ticket.

One of the biggest free events of the month will also take place at Franklin Square on May 7t starting at 11 a.m. On that day, pet-
formers and vendors will all come to participate and celebrate Asian-Pacific American Heritage Month. From kung fu demonstra-
tions to opera singers, there will be a variety of performances that all ages can enjoy. Also, treat yourself to authentic Asian-themed
food as vendors of different Asian background provide their unique food for all those to enjoy. So, please come out with friends and

family and enjoy the day with great-tasting food and Asian-inspired performances.
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Parklet is Back!

The Parklet is back on the corner of 10t and Cherry
Streets, outside of Heng Fa Food Market. This small, tem-
porary public space is the size of one parking space that
provides seating for residents, visitors and pedestrians in
Chinatown to relax and enjoy their surroundings. Please
help us keep the Parklet clean and safe for all to everyone.
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Former Governor Ed Rendell returned to Franklin Square to kick
off the preview of the first Philadelphia Chinese Lantern Festival on
the eve of its official opening on April 22nd, and Historic Philadel-
phia Inc. President Amy Needle and PCDC Executive Director
John Chin counted down to the lighting of the lanterns throughout

Franklin Square. PHILADELPHIA
CmNEg
Amy Needle and her commitment to incorporate residential uses. _ M
Under the leadership of Amy Needle, Historic Philadelphia raised . 5 l VR L
millions of dollars to restore the original water fountain and trans- : FE r
form the derelict Square into a beautiful and functional patrk for > FRANKLIN SQUARE
residents and visitors. PCDC Board Member Carol Wong said that Tre., ;
Chinatown was thrilled to have the beautiful renovated space be-
come our backyard. From early-morning tai-chi, to playgrounds for
our children, to green space adjacent to our neighborhood, the resi-
dents love having the square next doot.

This year marks the 10th anniversary since Franklin Squate's rededi-
cation in 2006. PCDC remembers the planning discussions with

The Philadelphia Chinese Lantern Festival at Franklin Square offi-
cially opened on April 22nd and will be here through June 12th.

APRIL 22 - JUNE 12

Open Daily 6 to 10pm | Fridays & Saturdays until 1lpm

Visit historicphiladelphia.org for information and tickets

#PhillyLanternFest
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Community News

Notices of Proposed Valuation for Tax Year 2017 (TY17)

ﬁ T R PR i BT T The Office of Property Assessment conducts property assessments to determine
Y Wi e P e the value of properties within the city of Philadelphia. In April 2016, Notices of
Proposed Valuation are being sent out for Tax Year 2017 (TY17). The NOTICE IS
NOT A BILL—it is informing you of the new proposed value for your propetty
and contains important information that will impact your next tax bill. If you do not
recezve a Notice, you can check online at bttp:/ [ property.phila.gov/ or call Office of Property
Assessment at 215-686-4334.

The notice mailed to you includes a 2017 Residential Property Assessment First
Level Review (FLR) Request. If you believe your Proposed Value is correct, you do
not need to complete this form. Otherwise, if you believe the Proposed Value is
incorrect, you must request a First Level Review using this form. If you did not
receive or misplaced your FLR form, call 215-686-9200 to request a replace-
ment form.

The FLR process is as follows:

Complete and submit the FLR request form—one FLR form per parcel—and in-
clude any additional information for the Office of Property Assessment (OPA) to
consider, such as photos or recent appraisals, by May 20, 2016.

Based on the submitted information, the Evaluator may decrease, increase or keep
the assessed value the same.

Commercial/Multi-Family properties that receive an assessment notice for TY17
and wish to file an FLR, must also include income and expense forms for the last two years (2014 and 2015). you can obtain the
additional required forms from this website: http://www.phila.gov/OPA /Assessments/Pages/Appeals.aspx

If you are not satisfied with the outcome of the review or decide to skip the FLR process altogether, you may file a Formal Appeal
with the Board of Revision of Taxes (BRT). Formal appeals are due to the BRT by the first Monday in October (October 3, 2016).
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1F 2016 £E 5 H 20 HFHEE HE3 FLR BS54 -- Senior Companions Help Older Persons
(BEEFEAE—H FLREK) - DIEKAREER
&5 (OPA) FEEAVTAMIIIE R » 4008 R iyt Are you 60 years of age or older and want to help older pet-
HETAE - sons? If your answer is, “Yes”, then you will want to become a
I

volunteer for the Senior Companion Program. You must meet

the program income requirements and are able to serve 20

O RFHRMER  sHEETREER) - B RRH hours a week to qualify for the Senior Companion Program.

R -

-

You are expected to visit homebound older persons on a regular

U] TY 16 HYSEAE ARG 75 S 23— {5 FLR 2481 basis. As a companion, your duties may include: light meal prep-

N - ) aration, walks, errands, light shopping, and conversation. You

P FIERIYIE » OVEMT A AR (2014 42 will be making new friends and experiencing enjoyment, while
g P g enjoy

F12015 45 ) BYUR AFIS, HFAg o Ug AR HFEAg ] making a difference in someone’s life. Also, you will receive tax-

, e ) . free cash stipends for travel and meal reimbursements, accident
e T IEAEREERL - http://www.phila.gov/OPA/ and liability insurance, and more.
Assessments/Pages/Appeals.aspx

WRATA R HF B RBOAE T2 PkiE FLR 181 _—_ ¢ the Philadelohia C o of A
s o = o . N s is a program of the Philadelphia Corporation of Aging
\ AL “r =179 § [::: ®
RE DA EEEETZ B (BRT) &3 ER AT E5T (PCA), which annually assists more than 100,000 seniors and

IEFCEFERVEE T HEVSE—(E 28— (2016 5 10 H people with disabilities in the Philadelphia region. 1f this oppor-
3 H) Fi%F] BRT ° tunity interests you, call PCA at 215-765-9000, ext. 5124.
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TreePhilyl ™

A program of Philadelphia Parks & Recreation &5

»
Free Trees for Philly Yards

Philadelphia is transforming into the City of Arborly Love, one tree at a time! Thanks to
TreePhilly, a program of Philadelphia Parks & Recreation and the Fairmount Park
Conservancy, property owners can join the movement by picking up a free tree to plant
in their yard this fall. Register online or over the phone and choose between a variety of
trees, including fruit trees! Free mulch and planting and care demonstrations will be
available at each event.

Registration: 4/1-4/30
Giveaways: Saturday 5/7 12PM -4 PM
Location: Franklin Square (200 6th St)
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PCDC was formed in 1966 to preserve, protect and promote Chinatown as a viable ethnic, business and residential community.
301-305 N. gth St. Philadelphia, PA 19107 p: 215-922-2156 f: 215-922-7232
www.chinatown-pcdc.org o@phillychinatown O@PCDc_events
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