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PCDC was formed in 1966 to preserve, protect and promote Chinatown as a viable ethnic, business and residential community.
301-305 N. gth St. Philadelphia, PA 19107 p: 215-922-2156 f: 215-922-7232
www.chinatown-pcdc.org O@phillychinatown @PCDC_events

Zoning and Planning

q Special exception for the preparation and serving of hot food for
Zonlng Matters take out (take out restaurant) as part of an existing retail grocery
store on 1st floor with existing two (2) family dwelling above in an
existing structure.

Planning Committee Decision: Non-opposition

Below are the zoning matters within the Chinatown district.
Please feel free to attend a hearing regarding any matter of
interest. All Zoning Board of Adjustment (ZBA) hearings

are held at One Parkway Building, 1515 Arch Street, 18th Next Planning Committee meeting:
Floor.

Date: Tuesday, March 10, 6:00 pm
Address: 1225 Vine St. PCDC’s planning committee meetings review upcoming planning
Appeal #: 24415 and zoning matters. Please feel welcome to attend a meeting if
Scheduled Time: Tuesday, March 3rd, 2:00 PM there is a matter of interest to you. Planning Committee meetings

Appeal Type: Zoning Variance, Use Variance are held at PCDC at 301 N. 9 St.

Permit #: 579678

Permit for a proposed addition to an existing seven (7) story
attached structure and Register the use as a visitor accom-
modations (Hotel) for one hundred-twenty (120) rooms,
size and location to be as shown in the application.

Planning Committee Decision: Pending

Tentative Meeting Agenda:
1. Zoning Matters
a. TBD
2. Old Business

3 New Business Upcoming Planning Com-

mittee Meetings:

Address: 1137 Spring Garden St April 14, 6:00 PM
Appeal #: 24105 May 12, 6:00 PM
Scheduled Time: Tuesday, March 17, 10:30 AM June 9, 6:00 PM
Appeal Type: Special Exception July 14, 6:00 PM

Permit #: 565026

Remapping Update: Changing the Future of Chinatown

On Thursday, January 29t over 25 people gathered in Holy Redeemer’s Teresa Hu Center at 10t and Vine Street to talk about the
future. Hunkered over large scale maps of the neighborhood broken into parcels, aided by long pages of indecipherable zoning
codes and uses, they shot rapid-fire questions and suggestions for the Philadelphia city planners present. What kind of uses did
IRMX (Industrial Mixed Use) allow? Would RMX-4 allow for commercial uses? Could we build high-rises on Vine Street?

This meeting, hosted by PCDC and the Callowhill Neighbors Association, was the third in a series discussing a proposed new map
for zoning uses in the Chinatown North/Callowhill neighborhood between 9th, Broad, Vine and Spring Garden Streets. Zoning de-
termines the uses and physical presence of future developments and has an important impact on the way a neighborhood grows.

The proposed zoning map for Chinatown North/Callowhill will introduce commercial, residential and mixed-use zoning districts
north of Vine Street, enabling this area to continue the current trend of non-industrial growth and meet the growing demand for
housing from Chinatown’s core. Remapping provides opportunities for the Chinatown North/Callowhill community to expand.
Matching the zoning to the land use in such a way is a tool that can be used to maintain a character of a block or neighborhood, such
as Chinatown, as an ideal community to live, work and play.

What’s next? Planners from the city will compile the feedback and we will continue the conversation. Keep looking in this newsletter
for updates. For more information, to see the maps, or to provide feedback, contact Sarah Yeung at syeung@chinatown-pcdc.otg or
call PCDC’s office.
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The next time you are in Chinatown, make sure to stop by these recently opened businesses. From crispy Korean
fried chicken to spicy Chinese hot pot, there’s something for everyone!

HIPPOT g =

CHARY CHARY

|
1002

o . Pho 20
Heng Fa Food Market

Hippot Shau Shabu 234 N.
1002 Arch St. Corner of 10th & Cherry St. 10th St. N
Chinese hot pot Chinese supermarket Vietnamese cuisine

Bonchon Simply Shabu
1020 Cherry St. 1023 Cherry St.
Korean fried Chinese hot pot
chicken

Philadelphia
Chinatown
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Apply for PA-1000 Property Tax
and Rent Rebate Program

What is it? The City of Philadelphia will
grant property tax and rent rebates for
those who qualify. The maximum standard
rebate is $650, but supplemental rebates
for qualifying homeowners can boost re-
bates to $975.

Who qualifies: The Property Tax/Rent
Rebate program benefits eligible Pennsyl-
vanians age 65 and older as of December
31, 2014; widows and widowers age 50
and older; and people with disabilities age
18 and older. The income limit is $35,000
for homeowners and $15,000 annually for
renters. The deadline is June 30, 2015.
Please call Philadelphia Chinatown Devel-
opment Corp. (PCDC) at (215) 922-6156
for assistance. Forms are available at
PCDC.

To find out which programs you qualify
for and how to apply, or to get more infor-
mation on our Assistance Programs for
Property Tax Workshop on March 4™ at
11 am at the On Lok House, 219 North
10™ Street, please call Wendy at 215-922-

2156.

Assistance Programs for
Property Tax

WHEN: Wednesday, March 4, 2015 at 11 AM
WHERE: On Lok Social Service Center
219 North 10th Street

Topics:

O Real Estate Tax Relief Homestead Exemption - To all Philadelphia
homeowners by reducing the taxable portion of their property assessment by
$30,000, which save about $400 per year on property tax.

Apply deadline: September 13, 2015.

O Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program - Eligible Pennsylvanians age 65
and older; widows and widowers age 50 and older; and people with disabilities age
18 and older. The income limit is $35,000 a year for homeowners and $15,000 an-
nually for renters. The maximum standard rebate is $650, but supplemental re-
bates for qualifying homeowners can boost rebates to $975

¢ Senior Citizen Low Income Special Real Estate Tax Provisions
- For low-income senior citizens applying for a real estate tax rate freeze

¢ Real Estate Tax Installment Plan - Qualified low-income taxpayers and
low-income senior citizens who are the owner of record and reside in the property
can apply to pay their current year real estate tax in monthly installments
throughout the year for which the tax is due. Filing deadline 3/31/15

Find out which programs you qualify for and how to apply
Please call Wendy at 215-922-2156 to make your reservation.

PHILADELPHIA CHINATOWN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

Programs and Services

Don’t Leave Money on the Ta-
ble When Buying a Housing

Why attend a First Time Homebuyer Edu-
cation Class?
Not only is attending a First Time Home-

buyer Education Class necessary before
applying for a down payment and closing
cost assistance program, but it will give
you all of the knowledge you need in every
aspect of the home buying process as well.
We will discuss financial matters, like the
importance of good credit, and how to
save and budget properly. We’ll guide you
through the home shopping process, as
well as finding the right mortgage. We’ll
also teach you what to look out for when
buying a home, like predatory lending.
Overall, this program will help you under-
stand the responsibilities and processes of
becoming a first time homeowner—key
knowledge for taking this big step.

RGNS IS/ Clid a—— /
Education
Cilasses

WHEN: Thursday, March 12, 2015 at 3:00 to 7:00 PM
WHERE: Philadelphia Chinatown Development Corp.
301 North 9th Street, Philadelphia, PA 19107

Why do | need to take the First Time Homebuyer Education Class?

When you apply for down payment and closing cost assistance program, you
are required to complete a fist time homebuyer education class and obtain a
certificate.

The homebuyer education workshop has been developed to assist you in reach-
ing one of life’s most rewarding milestones: purchasing a home. The workshops
cover key topics for Budgeting, Credit, Saving, Benefits and responsibilities of
being a homeowner & Predatory Lending.

FREE Workshop!

Session 1 Session 2
+ Homeowner Benefits &

Responsibilities

« Steps to Homeownership

« Important of Good Credit
« Pay Yourself First

« Predatory Lendir

301-305 N. 9th st.
Philadelphia, PA 19107
215-922-2156

Homestead Exemption
for Tax Year 2016

Looking for tax relief? Apply for
Homestead Exemption for Tax Year
2010!

The Homestead Exemption offers
Real Estate Tax savings to all Phila-
delphia homeowners by reducing
the taxable portion of their property
assessment by $30,000, which saves
about $400 per year on property tax.
To be eligible, you must own the
property and live in it as your pri-
mary residence. There are no other
requirements.

Once you are approved, you will get
the Exemption every year, unless
you move or the deed to your prop-
erty changes.

Homestead Exemption applications
are now being accepted for Tax
Year 2016 and are due by September
13, 2015. To apply:

1) Go to http://www.phila.gov/
opa/abatementsexemptions/pages/
homestead.aspx and print out appli-
cation and mail (Chinese version
available).

2)Call PCDC 215-922-2156 to make
appointment

If you have any questions, please
contact PCDC Wendy Lee at 215-
922-2156.
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Free Tax Help

We kicked off the VITA
season on Valentine’s
Day, February 14t week-
end. VITA is the Volun-
teer Income Tax Assis-
tance program, and it
offers free tax prepara-
tion services to qualified
families earning less than
$53,000 per year.

The American Associa-
tion of Ethnic Chinese
(AAEC) and Philadelphia
Chinatown Development
Corporation (PCDC) are
partnering for the first
time to offer VITA. Tax
preparation services are
provided by IRS certified
volunteers, who were
trained by AAEC instruc-
tors. AAEC used IRS
materials to train 30 vol-
unteers over a period of
three weekends. The
training is very rigorous
and includes knowledge
of the Affordable Care
Act. Families can expect
high quality preparation.
In addition, AAEC has
four “Quality Reviewers”
who review the returns
after they are complete.
The volunteers represent
many different occupa-
tions; however, they are
all English speakers with
the ability to speak at
least one dialect of Chi-
nese. The first day of
VITA, Mandarin, Eng-
lish, Cantonese, Taishan,
and Fuzhounese conver-
sations could be heard

throughout the facility.

VITA

Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
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VITA service day hosted by PDCD & AAEC

February 14, 15, 21, 22, 28
March 1,7,8

Location: PCDC office 301 N 9th Street
No appointments needed




Not sure where to park when you are in Chinatown? Check out
our parking map featuring parking garages chroughout the
neighborhood.

Validated parking (@is available at the Autopak at the Gallery
Mall, 42 North 10th Street (10th & Filbert Street) for as little as
$1 for up to an hour and $4 for up to two hours. For more

information please visit our website www.chinatown-pcdc.org
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Chinatown Spring Cleanup

The 9th Annual Philly Spring Cleanup is approaching! Once again, PCDC will be organizing a

Chinatown project this year. Come join us and support a clean and safe Chinatown.

EVENT DETAILS
Date: Saturday, April 11th ‘

Time: 9am to 2pm
Location: Register and meet up at 10th Stree
Contact: Ping-Ho Lee at 2152922- or p

Register at phillyspringcleanup.com

Phillycteanue

A Streets Department Program
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Kindergarten Enrollment Starts Now!

It is always a good idea to start kindergar- AEEEMEB LSRR

ten registration eatly for the very fact that schools khddd akiakaly General George A. McCall
have a limited number of slots for incoming stu- $ILANS M School .

dents. If your child will be the age of 5 by S.eptem- I — ;IV}WWilphﬂan.Orgz schools/
ber' 1, 2015, ste'lrt Fhe process NOW. The_ Phﬂade_l- 1549 AARKRT, TANLHEARL LR mccall

phia School District has information on its website. PR 325 8. 7th St.

Philadelphia, PA 19106
Phone: (215) 351 - 7350

Albert M. Greenfield School
www.philasd.org/schools/
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Philadelphia, PA 19103
Phone: (215) 299 - 3566
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Important Resources:
To find a school near you visit the PSD Chinese lan-

www.philasd.org/schools/

i . v GRANERRREIFS
guage website at https://webapps.philasd.or ¢ SRFLLETE, RPRELABERAATHERE 1801 Green St.
L]
school finder/zh BAELHAPIRBR, LEBEIEF LR HRELS Philadelphia, PA 19130
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Phone: (215) 684 - 5073
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http://webgui.phila.k12.pa.us/offices/e/eatlychild/
kindergarten-registration

For information on registration and required docu-
ments, go to http://webgui.phila.k12.pa.us/offices/
e/earlychild/kindergarten-registration

Important dates:

Kindergarten Registration: January 20-May 29
Kindergarten Open House Day: March 4
Kindergarten Open House Week: May 11-15

3 g .‘/
Nearby Schools: Al opthn ,:.‘ i
for adults without
Holy Redeemer School o
http:/ /www.holyredeemer.cc/school.php ea R 1CC
915 Vine St. from PA’s #1

Philadelphia, PA 19107
Phone: (215) 922-0999

Medicaid plan.

You may be eligible for Health Partners Essential, comprehensive

Spring Garden School
www.philasd.org/schools/springgarden
1146 Melon St.

Philadelphia, PA 19123

Phone: (215) 684 - 5070

General Philip Kearny School
www.philasd.org/schools/kearny
601 Fairmount Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19123

Phone: (215) 351 - 7343

health coverage made available through Pennsylvania’s new
Healthy PA program. It's available from Health Partners Plans,
the company that offers Pennsylvania’s #1 Medicaid plan.

Health Partners Essential offers comprehensive health coverage
with no monthly premium, a broad network of physicians, 24/7
member service, plus extra benefits like Weight Watchers® and
Fitness Center memberships!

Learn more by calling 1-855-215-7077 (TTY 71) or visit

HealthPartnersPlans.com.
Health Partners Plans

Healthy PA

PRIVATE COVERAGE OPTIO!
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"Harry Leong is an everyday hero," writes Alexis Lin, Chinatown resident and McCall Elementary School student. Long-time PCDC board member
and community leader Harry Leong was profiled by Inquirer columnist Mike Newall as Harry prepared the youth for Chinese New Y ear. Read the col-

umn at http://www.philly.com/philly/news /20150218 In Chinatown

everyday hero gets his charges readv for New Year.html
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In Chinatown, everyday hero gets
his charges ready for New Year

POSTED ON WED, FEB 18th, 2015

everyday _hero ¢
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ives with her mother.

Atter school, Alexis Lin gets ready 16 hours a day
dei

Monday was a bi i deiphia Suns,

by youth and sports associatic
midnight. After basketbal drils, the kids would do £

‘s New Year's Parade.

Alexis, 13, Zipped up her black parka against the cokd, and waked the few blocks to the Holy
d laughed ch Hary them through

Alexis calls her team her family. She calls Coach Leang her hero.

Coach Leong has been the president of the Philadelphia Suns for 26 years - more than haif his ife. H
betier. He's dedicated his lfe to it

In Chinatown, Coach Leong flls a void. Most of the
Leong, 50, is there when the parents can't be.

of this city who quietly ing kids' ives.

through the hours. jobs they to work Coach

“Inloco parents,” he said the oher night. In place of a parent,

an in finance y

sanctuary and a p

and responsitilty. S i
y and New York and Las Vegas.

They New

Growing up, Chris Lai watched his parents work 12-hour days.

Ches, 3, . Phip Vi . up for

Coach Leong
Kept them out of rouble.

acted Chinatown -  lives, he's touched.” said Lai, a Philadelphia poice officer.

Ask Alexis. Last year, the

“Hamy Leong is an everyday hero,” she wrote.
Coach doesn't have o 4o all he does - but he does it anyway, she said.
“Tm very thankful for that," she said.

Leong was 12 when he joined the Suns. His own parents worked long hours in the famiy restaurant. The Suns gave him direction. Now he's also a director of the Chinese Christian Church and
Center.

"1 just wan them 1o beneft from the things | faced,” he said of the kids.

Soon, he called them to the baseiine, walking them through their dance steps with

s in place of

Then,
6ds - he brought everyone in tight for a *Go, Suns!” cheer.

Then he said good night. He would see them in the New Year.

The Primary Election is scheduled for May 19, 2015. This year
voters will nominate candidates for the offices of Mayor, all
seventeen City Council seats, City Commission, Sheriff, Regis-
ter of Wills, and state and municipal judgeships. Look for
voter and election information in PCDC's upcoming newslet-

ters. Most important, if you have not registered to vote, you
should do so by April 20th.
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Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
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PCDC was formed in 1966 to preserve, protect and promote Chinatown as a viable ethnic, business and residential community.
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