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301-305 N. 9th St.
www.chinatown-pcdc.org

PCDC was formed in 1966 to preserve, protect and promote Chinatown as a viable ethnic, business and residential community.
Philadelphia, PA 19107

f: 215-922-7232

p: 215-922-2156
o @PCDC_events

@phillychinatown

Message from the Chairman of Hhe Boowrd

Dear friend of PCDC:

Perhaps 2015 is going to be the most important year in
the history of the Philadelphia Chinatown Develop-
ment Corporation. There have been other critical mo-
ments, for example, when PCDC fought for China-
town's existence when it was threatened by a highway,
a prison, a stadium and urban blight. PCDC built and
sponsored quite a few housing projects that assured
that there would be housing for the community in the
midst of the urban density that surrounds China-
town. And through the years PCDC has worked with
its community partners and the City of Philadelphia to
fight crime and blight, to provide recreation and pro-
gramming for children and youth and to design and
install imaginative green spaces, mini parks, and a land-
mark China Friendship Gate.

PCDC has an impressive record of achievement on
behalf of Chinatown and Philadelphia and there have a
been countless important moments and momentous
achievements. But despite these decades of protecting
and promoting Chinatown and assuring that the peo-
ple of Chinatown enjoy a decent quality of life, some-
thing even more exciting is happening in 2015!

In 2015 we begin construction of the Chinatown com-
munity center, to be built in what will be a multi-stoty
Philadelphia landmark which will include housing, re-
tail and commercial spaces and other places for this
growing community to gather.

At the same time PCDC is co-developer with Project
HOME of a 94-unit affordable housing project on
Arch Street. And PCDC will continue to organize
Chinatown's citizens to assure only positive develop-
ment, while sponsoring programs that foster a healthy
quality of life for Chinatown.

PCDC does a lot on its limited budget. People invest
in PCDC because PCDC has a record of doing great
things that make life better, all the while doing its good
work as economically as possible.

PCDC could not accomplish anything without its com-
munity partners and benefactors. So as PCDC begins
the most important year of its existence, we take a mo-
ment to thank our loyal supporters who make it all
possible.

~ Rev. Thomas Betz, Chairman

Chinatown Events:

February 18: Midnight Lion Dance
11:30PM at 10t and Race Sts

February 22: Philadelphia Suns Lion Dance Parade
11:00AM-2:00PM at 10t and Spring Sts

February 24: Chinatown New Year Banquet
6:00PM-8:30PM ($65/ticket)
Sang Kee Peking Duck House, 238 N 9t St

Greater Philadelphia Region Events:

February 7: International House Philadelphia’s 15t Annual Lunar
New Year Celebration (6:00 PM at IHP, 3701 Chestnut
St)

February 21: Independence Seaport Museum Lunar New Year Cele-
bration
11:00AM to 3:00PM at Independence Seaport Museum,
Penn’s Landing, 211 S Christopher Columbus Blvd

February 22: Main Line Chinese Culture Center’s Chinese New
Year Free Community Gala (1:00PM-5:00PM ap#Great
Valley High School, 225 N Phoenixville Pike, Malyern)

February 25: Free Library of Philadelphia Chinese New Y
Celebration /
12:30PM at Independence Branch, 18 S 75/5¢" |
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February 28: Delaware Art Museum Chinese New Sir el 4
11:00AM-3:00PM at the Delaware Agiisc

Kentmere Parkway, Wilmin!dn, Qe %&
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Zoning and Planning

Zoning Matters

Below are the zoning matters within the Chinatown dis-
trict . Please feel free to attend a hearing regarding any mat-
ter of interest. All Zoning Board of Adjustment (ZBA)
hearings are held at One Parkway Building, 1515 Arch
Street, 18th Floot.

Address: 215 N. 11st St.

Appeal #: 23857

Scheduled Time: Tuesday, February 3rd, 9:30 AM
Appeal Type: Use Variance

Permit #: 560762

Permit for convert use of the first floor from commercial
retail space to a billiard hall. (regulated use)

Planning Committee Decision: Opposed

Address: 1209 Vine St

Appeal #: 24224

Scheduled Time: Tuesday, February 10th, 9:30 AM

Appeal Type: Use Variance

Permit #: 557224

Permit for the day care center not more than 24 consecu-
tive hours with accessory preparation and serving of food
from third (3rd) floor through forth (4th floor) in the same
building existing manufacture and repair of musicl instru-
ments to include offices and record storage in the cellar
with existing counselling offices on the first floor, art print-
ing on the first floor and offices on the mezzanine. No sign
on this application.

Planning Committee Decision: Pending

Address: 1225 Vine St.

Appeal #: 24415

Scheduled Time: Tuesday, March 3td, 2:00 PM
Appeal Type: Zoning Variance, Use Variance

Permit #: 579678

Permit for a proposed addition to an existing seven (7) story at-
tached structure and Register the use as a visitor accommodations
(Hotel) for one hundred-twenty (120) rooms, size and location to
be as shown in the application.

Planning Committee Decision: Pending

Address: 1137 Spring Garden St

Appeal #: 24105

Scheduled Time: Tuesday, March 17, 10:30 AM

Appeal Type: Special Exception

Permit #: 565026

Special exception for the preparation and serving of hot food for
take out (take out restaurant) as part of an existing retail grocery
store on 1st floor with existing two (2) family dwelling above in an
existing structure.

Planning Committee Decision: Non-opposition

Next Planning Committee meeting:

Date: Tuesday, February 10, 6:00 pm

PCDC’s planning committee meetings review upcoming planning
and zoning matters. Please feel welcome to attend a meeting if
there is a matter of interest to you. Planning Committee meetings
are held at PCDC at 301 N. 9t St.

Tentative Meeting Agenda:
1. Zoning Matters

a. TBD Upcoming Planning Com-
2. Project Updates mittee Meetings:
3. Old Business
4. New Business February 10, 6:00 PM
March 10, 6:00 PM
April 14, 6:00 PM

May 12, 6:00 PM
June 9, 6:00 PM

PCDC News

i New Members of the PCDC Community

! Emily Marcus is interning with us as part of the University of Pennsylvania’s Urban Studies Fieldwork Program. Every spring, stu-
- dents in Penn’s Urban Studies Department must complete a 15-hour/week internship to give them experience in the field and ma-
- terial for their senior thesis. Emily selected PCDC as her fieldwork site, as it merges her two academic focuses: Urban Studies and
| East Asian Languages and Civilizations. Emily has been interested in Chinese culture and has loved spending time in Chinatown

j ever since she was a young girl growing up in New York City. She spent the last semester studying abroad in Shanghai and is cur-
| rently learning Chinese. Within the Urban Studies field, she is particularly interested in community and urban development. Emily

| is excited to work at PCDC and hopes to learn how urban issues
|

affect the Chinese American community.

I Gina Elia is a PhD student at the University of Pennsylvania, specializing in Chinese literature. She volunteered at PCDC last se-
I'mester and continues to do so this semester. She finds in PCDC an opportunity to do work that directly impacts her community,

i to continue to use and improve her Mandarin skills.

U S S U U -

-and also enjoys learning from all of the people she works with. Furthermore, she hopes that volunteering with PCDC will help her
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2015 - Year of the Sheep Chinese New Year Mar-

Join us to celebrate
the Year of the Sheep

keting Campaign
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PCDC is partnering with local businesses to
launch our Chinese New Year Marketing Cam-
paign. This can help to promote our culture and

and cultural encourage more visitors to come to Chinatown.
entertainment The sponsorships raised are used to cover the
cost for Chinatown calendars, maps,and Chinese
New Year event postcards and posters.

Enjoy a traditional
10-course dinner

Thank you to the following 16 local businesses
oth Street for their support in this campaign:
hia, PA 19107
(215) 925.7532 Asia Crafts, (Sanrio)
Greenland Tea House

% m' iladelphia Chinat D pment Corporation
6:00 PM — 8:30 - " it King Market
2 01 5 c “ I NnTnWN Ocean City Restaurant
K ' Sang Kee Peking Duck House

Tue., February

Tango

Tea Do
The year of Sheep is a time for creativity, intimacy, family and close BonChon
friendships. Join us as we welcome in this exciting year! Traditional Xi'an Sizzling Woks
New Year's dishes for prosperity, wealth and energy will be served. Yaki .

akitoti Bo

There will be one date to participate in this festive experience. i y

Vietnam Palace
Online registration: Neff Surgical Pharmacy
http://2015chinatownnewyearbanguet.eventbrite.com )

Hippot Shabu Shabu

Mail-in registration: http://chinatown-pcdc.org

M Kee Restaurant
Shiao Lan Kung Restaurant

Validated Discount Parking during Chinese New Year!

 Main Street%ﬁiﬁjﬁﬁ - &
Chinatown Map Brochure available!

PCDC updated its Chinatown map and it is available

From February 16th to February 28th, PCDC is partnering with Philadelphia now. Don’t forget to pick one up. These maps will be

Parking Authority (PPA) and local businesses to offer a validated discount distributed to the Chinese New Year local sponsors,
parking program. When Chinatown visitors shop or eat at any of the participat- local hotels, Independence Visitors Center, Pennsylva-
ing businesses to the right, they can park for as little as $1 for the first hour at nia Convention Center and PCDC office. If interested

the PPA Garage at the Gallery Mall , 42 S 10th Street. Any question or concern, in getting them, you can also contact PCDC Ping Lee

please visit http://chinatown-pede.org or call PCDC Ping Lee at 215-922-2156,  at 215-922-2156 or plee@chinatown-pede.org.
Chinatown New Year Banquet

SHOP HERE
PARK HERE




NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING

PCDC completed phase I of Chinatown’s
remapping. It introduced a sidewalk vending pilot
program in partnership with the Philadelphia’s
License & Inspection and Councilman Mark Squilla.
PCDC in partnership with Project HOME started
construction on Ping An House, a 94-unit affordable
housing development. PCDC is approaching
financial closing of Eastern Tower Community
Center. And finally, PCDC started remapping
Chinatown North to expand the development

opportunities.

PCDC offered the
highest number of
housing workshops in
2014. Topics included
mortgage financing,
homeowners’
insurance, and energy
conservation. The 7th
Annual Expo covered
the “Affordable Care
Act and problem
gambling,.

TEEN CLUB ©

Our Teen Club served 170 youth in 2014.
The program helped teens by offering weekly
SAT prep classes and 1 Sports Nights. It
provides a safe place for youth to socialize
and be active. The Teen Club offered college
visits in Philadelphia and New York. The
Teen Club established community service
opportunities for the Chinatown Cleanup,
Night Market, and the Asian American

Heritage Festival.
HOUSING

ADVOCACY

PCDC 2014
A Year in Review

PCDC continued to
wotk to educate the
community about the
Affordable Care Act,
advocated for the “Land
Bank”, and resources for
Chinatown’s low-income
families.

Gong Hay Fat Choy! The Year of the Horse
brought another successful year to Chinatown.
Now we welcome the Year of the Sheep!

Here are a few highlights.

FAMILY SERVICES

&

MAIN STREET

Although small, our staff
efficiently and effectively
provided bilingual service to
600 low-income households, in
areas from medical insurance
assistance to unemployment
benefits. We saw an increased
of clients from outside of
Chinatown as demand for our
reputable service grew.

BY THE NUMBERS
I' I'l Family Services:

# of client visits: 1600 visits

# of hours served: 603 hours

# of household served: 600

Medical insurance assistance: 58 clients

For the first time, PCDC offered the
general public a Chinese New Year
banquet, bringing a taste of China’s
celebratory traditions.

Housing:

# of workshops 28

# clients served +400

# of new homeowners 31

Main Street:

Mayor’s Spring Clean Up volunteers: 250
Attendees at Asian American

Heritage Celebration: 5,000

Night Market Attendees: 30,000

Chinese New Year Events: 3,000

$1-A-Day— Street Sweeping:
4305 bags collected
4305 sweeping hours

The popular “parklet” returned in
May! This mini public space was
parked at 10th and Cherry Streets
from May through November.
Chinatown residents and visitors
relaxed on the parklet to enjoy
bubble tea and other Chinatown
snacks.

The fourth annual Chinatown Night
Market attracted over 30,000 visitors
to Chinatown for one evening.
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First time home buyers important information

The workshops cover the importance of
establishing credit, the steps to buying a
home. You will gain important
knowledge that will help you through
the purchase of your first residence.

Date: Wednesday, February 11, 2015
Time: 6 PM
Location: PCDC- 301 North 9'" Street

Please make your reservations today
Call: Wendy at PCDC at 215/922-6156

14 I
PHILADELPHIA CHINATOWN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

CFPB’s Home Loan Rate Checker

The Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB) re-
cently created a free, interactive program called Rate
Checker, which is a tool for checking local mortgage
rates. This program gives consumers a snapshot of the
cost of borrowing for a mortgage. Rate Checker allows
consumers to review a range of lenders’ interest rates,
which are updated daily. These rates vary depending on
the information that users input, like home price, down
payment, loan type, loan length, and credit score. PCDC's
Housing Counselor Wendy Lee will use Rate Checker as
one tool to help homebuyers and owners easily determine
local mortgage rates and their readiness to purchase.

; :\ Assistance Programs for
™, = Property Tax

WHEN: Tuesday, March 4, 2015 at 11 AM
WHERE: On Lok Social Service Center
219 North 10th Street

Topics:

O Real Estate Tax Relief Homestead Exemption - To all Philadelphia
homeowners by reducing the taxable portion of their property assessment by
$30,000, which save about $400 per year on property tax.

Apply deadline: September 13, 2015.

¢ Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program - Eligible Pennsylvanians age 65
and older; widows and widowers age 50 and older; and people with disabilities age
18 and older. The income limit is $35,000 a year for homeowners and $15,000 an-
nually for renters. The maximum standard rebate is $650, but supplemental re-
bates for qualifying homeowners can boost rebates to $975

O Senior Citizen Low Income Special Real Estate Tax Provisions

- For low-income senior citizens applying for a real estate tax rate freeze

O Real Estate Tax Installment Plan - Qualified low-income taxpayers and
low-income senior citizens who are the owner of record and reside in the property
can apply to pay their current year real estate tax in monthly installments
throughout the year for which the tax is due. Filing deadline 3/31/15

Find out which programs you qualify for and how to apply

Please call Wendy at 215-922-2156 to make your reservation.

A new option

for adults without
health insurance
from PA’s #1
Medicaid plan.

You may be eligible for Health Partners Essential, comprehensive
health coverage made available through Pennsylvania’s new
Healthy PA program. It’s available from Health Partners Plans,

the company that offers Pennsylvania’s #1 Medicaid plan.

Health Partners Essential offers comprehensive health coverage
with no monthly premium, a broad network of physicians, 24/7

member service, plus extra benefits like Weight Watchers® and

Fitness Center memberships!

Learn more by calling 1-855-215-7077 (TTY 711) or visit
HealthPartnersPlans.com.

7 -

Health Partners Plans




City of Philadelphia Re-
fuse Collection Fees for
Commercials

The City of Philadelphia assesses an
annual mandatory $300 Solid Re-
source Fee (trash fee) on eligible
properties that have: 1) commercial
establishments; or 2) multi-unit
properties of 6 or less units.

You as the property owner have a
choice. You may elect to use the
city's trash collection setvices by
paying the annual fee of $300, or
you may obtain the services of a
private trash hauler.

Read Section Seven of Regulations
Governing Municipal Collection of
Refuse for details on eligibility for
this service.

Weekly set out limit for non-
recyclable rubbish cannot
exceed six 32-gallon recep-
tacles or twelve plastic
bags, or an equivalent com-
bination of the two. There
is no limit on recyclables

Vacant premises are not eligible
for city collection or the
service fee

Can you request an exemption? The
answer is “yes.” You can request an
exemption from the annual $300 fee
if you live in the property and do
not rent out any units. You can also
request an exemption if you hire
your own private trash hauler. Go
to http://
www.philadelphiastreets.com/
refuse-collection-fees to print an
“exemption form”, complete it, and
return it to the city. If you don’t
have internet access, you can con-
tact the city at:

The Streets Department

Solid Resources Unit

215-686-5090
solidresources@phila.gov

Community News

Free Refrigerators
from PECO

Through PECO’s Low-
Income Energy Efficiency
Program, low-income resi-
dential electric customers
whose refrigerator is 10 or
more years old may receive a
new refrigerator.

To qualify, the house-
hold income must be at or
below 150% of the Federal
Poverty Level, which is
$17,505 for one person or
$23,595 for two people (add
$6,090 for each additional
household member). Appli-
cants may be homeowners or
tenants, but must be a PECO
residential electric customer
who pays the electric bill.

Refrigerators must be
10 years or older, in working
condition, and 15, 18 or 21
cubic feet in size. New refrig-
erators will be an Energy Star
-rated top-freezer model of
the same size. There is a limit
of one refrigerator per prop-

erty.

For more information,
call 800-492-4262, weekdays
from 8:30 a.m.to 5 p.m.

ACCESS Admission

Hey, ACCESS Card-
holders! You are
invited to visit some
of Philadelphia’s
best cultural venues
at a deeply dis- 4c
counted rate. When C,

£Ss ""\.

_show.m.g proper L5 A
identification, AC- -

—y
CESS cardholders A

will be able to enter T—
participating venues

for just $2. Seventeen local cultural venues are
on board. This was made possible by Art-Reach,
its partners, and sponsors Barra Foundation and
PECO. To learn more about the venues, vis-

it http://www.art-reach.org/programs/access-

admission/.

“an

NOTE: Visitors must present a valid ACCESS
Card along with a photo ID to receive the dis-
count. One (1) ACCESS Card admits up to four
(4) family members at a rate of $2 per person.
Admission is to be paid by the visitor, not
through their EBT card. The ACCESS admission
discount is not valid on special exhibitions or
features, or with any other offer or group rate.

€ Art-Reach

On Lok Chinese New Year Banquet

Date: Thursday, February 26, 2015

Time: 11:00 a.m.

Location: Joy Tsin Lau Restaurant at 2" Floor
Ticket: Member $15, Non-member $24

All members and community friends are welcome!

.\

Please register at On Lok
Center. No children allowed.
Adults-only.
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2015 - Year of the Sheep __ .
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Join us to celebrate
the Year of the Sheep
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Enjoy a traditional
10-course dinner
and cultural
entertainment
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Asia Crafts, (Sanrio) i T.£&
Greenland Tea House % JJ5

King Market & 2¢1it5

Ocean City Restaurant 58 5 H B A Hf#
Sang Kee Peking Duck House 4=zt JelE
Tai Lake Restaurant ;HEEER 5

238 N. 9th Street

Philadelphia Chi D

Corporation

2019 GHINATOWN
NEW YEAR BANQUET

The year of Sheep is a time for creativity, intimacy, family and close

6:00 PM — 8:30 PM

W
friendships. Join us as we welcome in this exciting year! Traditional Tango 7[‘%%
New Year's dishes for prosperity, wealth and energy will be served. e
There will be one date to participate in this festive experience. Tea DO R g
BonChon

Online registration:

http://2015chinatownnewyearbanguet.eventbrite.com

Mail-in registration: http://chinatown-pcdc.org
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Xi'an Sizzling Woks F5%%&
Yakitori Boy &,
Vietnam Palace E5%§

Neff Surgical Pharmacy 17 {E245%
Hippot Shabu Shabu
M Kee Restaurant i
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SHOP HERE
PARK HERE
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http://chinatown-pcdc.org/
tel:215-922-2156

301-305 N. 9th St.
www.chinatown-pcdc.org

PCDC was formed in 1966 to preserve, protect and promote Chinatown as a viable ethnic, business and residential community.
Philadelphia, PA 19107

p: 215-922-2156
@phillychinatown

f: 215-922-7232
o @PCDC_events

Message from tHhe Chairman of the Boord
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