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PCDC Hosts Senator Casey’s First Visit To Chinatown

On July 2, 2014, the Philadelphia Chinatown Development Corporation (PCDC) hosted
U.S. Senator Robert Patrick Casey, Jr. on his first visit to Philadelphia Chinatown. PCDC
staff and board leadership, developer partner JNA Capital, Inc., and Dr. Nina Ahmad,
Chair of the Mayor’s Commission on Asian American Affairs introduced the Chinatown
community and the planned Eastern Tower Community Center project to the Senator at
the PCDC office. PCDC, and Dr. Ahmad in particular, spoke passionately about the Chi-
natown and the Asian community’s desire for a champion to speak for its needs and

strengths.

Later in the day, the Senator met with 40 local community leaders and members of the
Chinese press at the Holy Redeemer Church & School. Senator Casey emphasized his
legislative priorities on jobs, education and seniors, and the alignment of those priorities
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PCDC News

with the Eastern Tower. Eastern Tower will create 100 full-time permanent jobs, 363 con-
struction jobs, and 17,000 SF of recreation, event and classroom space. Senator Casey took several questions from the community and affirmed

the need for increased services for Chinatown’s youth and seniors. After stopping by the chapel and paying homage to his Catholic roots, he spoke
to the summer school students at Holy Redeemer and urged them to lead lives of service.
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PCDC was formed in 1966 to preserve, protect and promote Chinatown as a viable ethnic, business and residential community.
301-305 N. 9th St.
www.chinatown-pcdc.org

f: 215-922-7232
O@PCDC_events

PCDC enjoyed hosting the Senator on his first visit to Chinatown, and greatly appreciated his humor, humility and engagement with the commu-
nity. We hope this is just the beginning of a new friendship.

Zoning Matters

Below are the zoning matters within the Chi-
natown district. Please feel free to attend a
hearing regarding any matter of interest. All
Zoning Board of Adjustment (ZBA) hearings
are held at One Parkway Building, 1515 Arch
Street, 18t Floor.

Address: 1200 Arch Street

Appeal #: 23069

Scheduled time: Aug. 12, 9:30 AM

Permit #: 507113

Appeal type: Use Variance

For the installation of a sign on an existing
marquee. Sign to utilize animated illumination
and to be accessory to existing parking garage.
No change in height area or use of existing

structure. Size and location as shown on plans.

Refusal: maximum sign area (42 SF allowable,
148.24 proposed)

Planning Committee Decision: Non-
opposition

Zoning and Planning

1118 Spring Garden St.

Appeal #: 23073

Scheduled time: Aug. 12, 9:30 AM

Permit #: 536282

Appeal type: Use Variance

Permit for a beauty salon (personal service)
on 1st floor with vacant floots above in an
existing structure.

Refusal: use not permitted

Planning Committee decision: Non-
opposition, upper floors are occupied.

230 N. 13t Street

Appeal #: TBD

Scheduled time: TBD

Permit #: TBD

Appeal type: Zoning Variance

Twelve (12) story addition above existing
two (2) story building, to include rooftop
access, to be used as hotel accommodations
with approximately 150 guest rooms.
Expected refusal: Exceeding allowable FAR
Planning Committee Decision: Pending

Next Planning Committee meeting:

Date: Tuesday, August 12, 6:00 pm

PCDC’s planning committee meetings review
upcoming planning and zoning matters. Please
feel welcome to attend a meeting if there is a
matter of interest to you. Planning Committee
meetings are held at PCDC at 301 N. 9t St.

Tentative Meeting Agenda:
Zoning Matters
TBD
Project Updates
Remapping
Old Business
New Business

Upcoming Planning Committee
Meetings:

September 9, 6:00 PM

October 14, 6:00 PM
November 11, 6:00 PM
December 9, 6:00 PM

Printed by Health Partners Plans
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Innovative Model of Senior Living
Celebrates 30 Year Anniversary

As Chinatown knows, On Lok House is a low-
income, independent living, senior apartment
building on 10t and Spring Street (or Mitzie
Mackenzie Street). But behind its sturdy brick
facade, this hub of senior living has much more
than meets the eye.

Developed in 1984 by the Philadelphia China-
town Development Corporation, On Lok
House was one of PCDC’s first three housing
developments. The September 1980 PCDC
newsletter printed an article titled “Long Road
to On Lok™ “The history of the struggle for
elderly housing is closely linked with PCDC’s
overall strategy for the recovery of Chinatown
from the previous harmful government ac-
tion... initially charged with the duty of saving
Chinatown from the Vine Street Expressway,
its members recognized that they key to China-
town’s survival lay in recouping the housing
that was lost due to past injustices. In 1976 a
significant constructive step was taken when
the City Council approved the Chinatown Ut-
ban Renewal Plan, after considerable prodding
from PCDC. The [plan] included elderly as well
as multi-family rental and sales housing for the
community. ” The article continued to go on to
detail the process of applying for HUD’s Sec-
tion 202 program financing.

Cecilia Moy Yep recalled that the project al-
most didn’t happen. The application was reject-
ed the first time for a different site. Just before
the second submission deadline, PCDC still did
not have site control. Cecilia said, “There I was,
sitting at my desk on the day of the HUD ap-
plication, crying.” At a quarter to 5pm, she re-
ceived notification that the owner had finally
caved — a rushed call was put in to the PCDC
team waiting in D.C., and the application was
delivered on time.

Many people came together to make the pro-
ject possible. Sabrina Soong, who also designed
the Friendship Gate and many other China-
town buildings, donated her design services pro
bono. Although PCDC initially considered sites
north of Vine Street, the writers of the Chad-
bourne Report, the first urban planning study
commissioned in Chinatown, urged PCDC,
“Don’t leave Chinatown.”

On Lok House was one of the first senior living
facilities to incorporate the Program of All-
inclusive Care to the Elderly (PACE) model.
While Philadelphia was experiencing urban de-
cline and massive population loss to the boom-
ing suburbs, On Lok House recognized the ad-
vantages to locating seniors in an urban, walkable
community, near amenities, services and public
transit access. Today, the convergence of longer
life expectancy and the high number of baby
boomers poised upon retirement has created a
need for exactly such a living environment.

Today, On Lok is a thriving community of 61
residents, with a much wider community of
1,500 members from all over Philadelphia who
come for the daily programs at On Lok Social
Service Center for Seniors. The Center opened
on the first floor in the early 2000s and is funded
by the Philadelphia for Aging (PCA). There is a
tight-knit feeling of mutual care among the resi-
dents, program participants, and staff. The build-
ing manager, Sandra Wong, says, “The
[residents| tend to look out for each other. If
someone’s feeling under the weather, they’ll go
out and buy groceries for them.” The first floor
lounge is often inhabited by the “TV Club,” as
the staff has dubbed them — residents and visi-
tors who gather to watch Chinese movies and
TV programs together, and keep a watchful eye
on the comings and goings in the building.”

Demand for senior housing in Chinatown is ex-
tremely high. The wait list for On Lok House is
9 to 10 years long. Gary Ng, the Chairman of the
Board of Directors, observed that the demand
from Asian seniors has trickled into neighboring
HUD 202 senior housing such as nearby 801
Locust Street, whose residents are now majority
Asian. Many of these seniors, as On Lok House
tells us, come to Chinatown every day to shop,
visit family and friends, and receive health care
services. Much of the demand is fueled by con-
venience and language limitations — 99% of resi-
dents at On Lok do not speak English. Afforda-
ble senior housing continues to be a high priority
for PCDC.

PCDC congratulates On Lok House on 30 suc-
cesstul years of servicel



Trash and Recycling

Public trash cans are spread throughout the neighborhood to cut down litter throughout
the streets. However residents are dumping their household and business garbage in
these cans. Household and business trash are causing overflow of garbage and causing
the area to have a larger problem at hand. To help manage this problem of overflowing
public trash cans, there is a $150 city fine for any residents found dumping trash in the
public trash cans.

A major reason for this problem is because during hot weather the trash built up in
houses can smell horribly. To rid themselves of this, residents resort to throwing their
trash in public trash cans. A remedy, which would resolve the smell and lead to a healthi-
er life, would be to seal your trash bags tightly. By sealing the trash bags tightly and un-
derneath a tight trash can lid, the smell would be dramatically reduced and flies will not
be a problem to one’s health. After the trash is sealed in this fashion, it can be placed on
the street the night before the trash pick-up day. Once household and business trash are
sealed this way, public trash cans will not be flooded with trash, the neighborhood will be
cleaner, and residents will be happier with a cleaner environment.

Another major issue within the neighborhood is recycling. Many people throw cans, glass
bottles and jars, and paper with their trash when they could be recycled and reused. By
doing this, these people are increasing garbage disposal costs and getting rid of the lim-
ited resources we have in the wotld. To many people this does not seem like a huge

Disposing of household frash in public cily container could resull in o $150ing ‘.
Use weekly curbside pickup or drop of ot Sanitation Convenience Center S5

Monday through Saturday from 8AM fo GPM:

JTRWEST 3033 S. 63rd S1. (near Passyunk Ave.) 215-685-4290
7 300 Block Domino Lane (near Umbria 1) 215-685-2502 "‘,é
EAST Stale Rd. & Ashburner SI. 215-685-8072

pial 311 1o report illegul dumping. Learn more ot PhiludelphinStreets.com

Mot A, Nt Meyer
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problem because they can throw paper away in the trash can and pick up more at the store. But around the world trees are being
cut down, animals are lost and become extinct, and the diversity of plants and animals alike are being reduced. What does this mean
to the average townsperson? This means in as little as a couple of years, common household items such as tissues, plates, and cups
will become expensive and uncommon. By recycling propetly we can avoid this issue and create a healthier life by using the money
saved from recycling to promote education, public safety, and extend the amount of supplies we need and have.

~ Brian Young, PCDC Summer Intern

Spring Is a Good Time to Feed the Barrel

into something great:

Your used cooking oil can be turned into fuel for cars & compost for gardens! Don’t throw oil away! Training will
be held soon to teach you about the project. But don’t wait for this fun training to take easy steps to turn your oil

Step 1: Don’t put ANY used cooking oil go in the trash or down the drain, or it will go into the ground, hurt our

rivers, clog our pipes and cost money.

Step 2: Save all your used oil in a container. Small food scraps are
okay- just no BIG pieces!

Step 3: Tell family and neighbors to save their used cooking oil, too!
Step 4: Each time you go to a collection spot below, bring your oil
and FEED THE BARREL!

Step 5: Oil is collected and turned into fuel and compost. The mon-
ey helps community!

BARREL LOCATIONS: Bethany Miracle Center * Hani White/
IDN (267-968-3830) * IFGF Phila Indonesian Christian Church *
International Bethel Church * JC Bake Shop, Snyder Ave. *
Komunitas Katolik Indonesia * Nation Worship Center * Philadel-
phia Praise Center

Rock Ministry * Winda Then (415-810-9807) * Holy Redeemer
Church

Look for the APPLE on the barrel:

Always COOL DOWN

in the green cart or
trash.

used oil in your pan or that can be poured out, SN
fryer before collecting. strain out food scraps bt
and dispose of them in
A the green cart or trash.

~
For very small amaunts
of cil, wipe up with a =
paper towel and throw

HOW TO RECYCLE USED COOKING OIL

Far any amount of oil

e

Make sure you pour &

ail into a clean, nan-
breakable container
with a tight-fitting lid,
such as the original
container.

For info: Metlin Lamson: 267-918-9288 * Cut Zahara: 267-432-6807
Oil pickup by: Eden Green Energy: 202-361-9019

HELPFUL TIPS FOR MAKING A DROP-OFF
» We take all types, but the BEST USED OIL far our collection is cooking oil that may be poured when it's at room

temperature. No water, no foed in the ol
* Please remember: no soapsuds, hazardol
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PHLDiversity & the Importance of PHL’s Asian American Community in Attracting Convention Business
from Greg DeShields, Executive Director of the Multicultural Affairs Congress (PHLDiversity)

There is more to the hospitality and tourism industry than meets the eye. While hotels and restaurants are in |
the forefront of hospitality conversations, conventions and major meetings are two of the biggest drivers of
business to the establishments in every city. In 2009, $263 billon of a total of $708 billion in direct tourism
in the United States came from the meetings industry. According to PriceWaterhouseCoopers, travel and
tourism accommodations totaled $113 billion, while $150 billion was related to meeting planning produc-
tion and venue costs.

Within the hospitality and tourism industry is the subdivision of tourism and hospitality diversity. Accord-
ing to Temple University’s Fox School of Business, ethnic groups currently comprise one-third of the U.S.
population with five major groups- Women, Hispanic and Latino, Asian Americans, African Americans,
and Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) - making up a significant portion. What makes these
groups more intriguing is that they are projected to grow to one-half of the population by 2050.

As of today, Philadelphia is leading the charge amongst U.S. cities to capitalize on diversity within the tourism and hospitality market
in addition to meetings and conventions — specifically as it relates to the Asian American community. According to the 2010 U.S.
Census, Asian American comprised 6.6 percent of Philadelphia’s population. As reported by Global Philadelphia, 39 percent of Phil-
adelphia’s foreign born residents are from Asia, making them the largest share of the City’s immigrants.

By appealing to diverse groups and organizations, the City has positioned itself as a global destination for major conventions and
meetings, and international tourists. This is made possible by the City of Philadelphia’s commitment to diversity, and with the Phila-
delphia Convention and Visitors Bureau (PHLCVB) and the Multicultural Affairs Congress (PHLDiversity) - a division of the
PHLCVB that works to bring diverse meetings and major conventions to Philadelphia — at the helm.

Key to attracting diverse groups is having cultural epicenters within the city that appeals to these audiences. In Philadelphia, we are
proud to have Chinatown, located two blocks from the PA Convention Center. It not only serves as a familiar place for recent immi-
grants to the City, but also for the many Asian Americans that attend conferences and meetings every year.

Philadelphia’s Chinatown has become a prominent shopping and dining destination for convention and meeting attendees and it at-
tracts thousands of visitors each year thanks to the many attractions. A major landmark in Chinatown is the exceptional Chinatown
Friendship Gate, which serves as a symbol of a friendship and cultural exchange between Tianjin, Philadelphia’s sister city in China.
There are several other bright spots in Philadelphia’s Chinatown convention attendees have been said to enjoy, including the Shang-
hai Bazaar, a two-story shop filled with quirky gifts to commemorate a visit, and KC Pastries, a quaint Chinese bakery that makes
tasty treats such as sweet buns and coconut moon cake. In between workshops and sessions, attendees are able to advantage of the
Wok’N Walk Tour of Chinatown, a nationally recognized tour that the vibrant neighborhood hosts.

Elsewhere in the City, there are many events that cater to the Asian community for those attendees that want to venture away from
the Convention Center. Philadelphia celebrates the Asian American experience through the Philadelphia Asian American Film Festi-
val. The festival showcases culturally relevant films and a wide variety of other programming. In addition, Philadelphia is home to a
vibrant Asian American arts community. The Asian Arts Initiative hosts exhibitions, performances, community projects, and more
that promote conversation and the exchange of ideas for a diverse group of people.

Further supporting the efforts is the recently launched “PHL: Here for the Making,” a collaborative campaign between Philadel-
phia’s four largest marketing and economic development organizations including the PHLCVB and the City of Philadelphia. It posi-
tions Philadelphia as a city of ‘makers’ and as the nation’s original start-up city. The campaign adds to the City’s commitment to di-
versity by being a place where anyone can become a ‘maker’ - from holding a convention, to expanding a business, and creating great
memories. Amongst the makers profiled as part of the campaign are Dr. Stephen Tang, President & CEO of the University City Sci-
ence Center and Lele Tran, fashion designer and owner of LELE.

Philadelphia has embraced its position as a leader in the tourism and hospitality industry through its commitment to diversity. As the
city moves forward, diversity will continue to create a positive impact in Philadelphia not just culturally, but economically.
The Multicultural Affairs Congress (PHLDiversity), a division of the Philadelphia Convention and Visitors Burean (PHLCV B), was formed in 1987 as the first multicultural division of

a Convention & Visitors Burean in the nation. PHLDiversity maximizes opportunities for the region by promoting Philadelphia as an ethnically diverse visitor destination, enconraging
multicnltural business and social responsibility that contributes to and benefits from the varying multicultural communities that enbance our region's hospitality and tourism industry. For more

information, log on to www.phldiversity.com

Prbmotind
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Night Market Chinatown Attention, Chinatown Business Owners!

1 (o) / 2 7-11 b.m Do you want to expand your business or renovate your store,
|peg but keep having difficulties because of financial matters? If

you find yourself in this situation, small business loans guar-
anteed by the Small Business Administration (SBA) might be
the right choice for youl

The SBA is a United States Government agency that provides
support to small businesses and entrepreneurs by providing a
government-backed guarantee on part of the loans which are
made through banks, credit unions and other lenders who
partner with the SBA. Among these small business loans, the
Interested in having a booth at the Chinatown Night Market? following two loans might be suitable for your business.

Do you need technical/financial assistance to become a booth General Small Business Loans: 7(a)

Philadelphia’s favorite
street food festivall

Te.ndor? . . Maximum $5million loan with no minimum
oin us at our Night Market General Interest Meeting: amount

Date: Tuesday, August 12t 2014 3.25% WSJ prime rate*
Time: 3 PM Maximum 25-year repayment term for real estate

Location: PCDC Office Microloan Program

Maximum $50,000 loan

8%-13% interest rate*

Maximum 6-year repayment term
Market menus during the event and taking advantage of the QL@ Y VW vy Wy Ry e a2 e/

large crowds and new customers. Questions? Call Ping Lee at Visit www.sha.gov or contact PCDC Ping-Ho Lee 215-
PCDC 215-922-2156 today! 922-2156 for motre information.

Chinatown businesses are encouraged to participate as vendors.

Businesses can also be involved by promoting special Night

PCDC had another successful Expo event on June 21st. Participants showed great interest and gave a lot of positive feedback on it.
PCDC’s 7th EXPO attracted about fifteen businesses, including health organizations, financial institutions, and social service organiza-
tions and150 attendees. The purpose of the Expo was to raise awareness about problem gambling, and to connect Chinatown resi-
dents and small business owners to community resources.

|

\

\

\

| The program, which ran on Saturday, June 215t from 1:00pm - 4:30pm, included a number of presentations. There was something for

| everyone. Helen Luu, from the Asian Behavioral Health Program at Hall-Mercer Community Mental Health Center and a member of

_ the Chinese American Sisterhood Society of Philadelphia, gave an engaging presentation on “problem gambling.” She armed every
attendee with knowledge and resources. Attendees found it to be very helpful and gave positive feedback on the gambling workshop.

g ry help gave p g g P

" Participants were very enthusiastic about the different activities provided at the Problem Gambling Information Booth. The health

| theme continued with Christina Chan (L&D Insurance Services, LLC), who offered health insurance options. The Expo also focused
on housing related services, provided a 101 for the aspiring homeowners. In the past year, PCDC helped many families complete the

| housing counseling program “Chinatown Homeownership Initiative”, qualify for grants and mortgages to purchase new homes.

. Kacey Tan of Philly Real Estate talked about the benefits of homeownership. Social Security Administration Office provided useful

L information on how to apply for benefits. Wendy Lee of PCDC talked about assistance programs for property tax relief. Homeown-

T ers and renters received plenty of money-saving tips. PECO Community Outreach personnel talked about PECO’s financial incen-

‘° tives to upgrade to new appliances and air conditioning units to reduce electricity consumption. A representative from Philadelphia

| Corporation for Aging (a non-profit organization strives to help and improve lifestyle of senior and/or people with disability) gave a
brief introduction of services they can provide for houscholds.

| )

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

|

PCDC’s $1-a-Day street-sweeping team and volunteers gave away 150 blue recycling bins. PCDC Expo ended with the very exciting
door prize drawing. Thanks to all the vendors and participants for attending our 7t Annual PCDC Expo. We will see you again next

year.
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Do You Want to Reduce Your Real Estate EUpcoming Seminar on Using Your Health Plans

D 1
Taxes? 2015 gﬂﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ%%% ' PCDC is partnering with Independence Blue Cross to host a FREE
) ' seminar. Join us to learn about the benefits associated with your Key-
Too many homeowners did not take advantage of the ' stone HMO and HMO Proactive health plan. Space is limited, so

Homestead Exemption last year. As a result homeowners ' please call 215-922-2156 to make an appointment and ensure a spot.
lost the chance to keep $400. Don’t give away your cash; it

is foolish. ‘Location - Philadelphia Chinatown Development Corporation

It is easy to apply. You need to know your name, your ad- ! Date - Wednesday, 8/7/2014, 5:30 P.M.

dress, and answer a few questions. Do not delay. Home-  Cost -Free

stead Exemption applications are now being accepted for !

Tax Year 2015 and are due by September 13, 2014. To i

apply: , R RG B T E O BIRERTE o R
o to s - e phibiaonfopa AT MR Keystone HMORIHMO E B Rz IS AT I - HB( A

abatementsexemptions/pages/homestead.aspx . e
abatementsexemptions/pages/homestead.aspx E SR E015-922-21 S6TRAIREL -

and print out an application and mail in your own. o
g BRI

(Chinese version available)
Call Office of Property Assessment (OPA)215-686- HHA : EHI= - 201488 H7TH » 45085
o PR

Call PCDC 215-922-2156 to make appointment

The Homestead Exemption offers real estate tax savings
to all Philadelphia homeowners by reducing the taxable
pottion of their property assessment by $30,000, which
saves about $400 per year on property tax. In order to be
eligible, you must own the property and live in it as your - '
primary residence. There are no other requirements.

Once you are approved, you will get the Exemption every
year, unless you move or the deed to your property chang-
es. If you have any questions, please contact PCDC Ping-
Ho Lee at 215-922-2156.
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aiﬁé{%“ﬁb& ’ Tﬂ"\ﬁ%i?%’%%@% ’ Igi% 3 FTQQ%&E learn about the benefits associated with your Keystone HMO and HMO Proactive health plan

1
1
1
i Space is limited, so please call 215-922-2156 to make an appointment and ensure a spot.
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POSA SR A ORI - F @AM » RCTRBTE @ - R AT ALY Keystone
2015 N R TR ER R B ERE 2 H0 5% BubEH

HMO A1 HMO F Wi BB ST MIATACHI P IR - BE(U AR - SNEE 215-922-2156 FEHEE(L
Hif 201489 H 13 H - HEE = - LOCATION: Philadelphia Chinatown Development Corporation

Hh 301-305 N. oth St.

# A http://www.phila.gov/opa/! PR R G 301-305 Sk AT
abatementsexemptions/pages/ : DATE: Thursday, 8/7/2014, 5:30 P.M.
- == : : BN, \HtH, T4 5:30
homestead. aspx 44 E F]E[]EH 55 AR FIEFZR cHiT .
1 H ree
s o CHTSOHA) o i
B G ERIAE 215-686-9200 !
_— e 1 mj:nuuuaut Indopendem
B EE IR G 215-922-2156 £ TTHLY ; s /SH Blue Cross
|
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Opportunities for Minority and Local Con-

VBRI R L P R %

tractors

Are you a minotity-owned and/or local contractor or supplier?
Are you currently certified or interested in receiving certification
as a Minority Business Enterprise? Construction contractors
can benefit greatly. To learn more about opportunities to partic-
ipate in construction projects, contact Sarah Yeung at 215-922-

2156 ot sveung@chinatown-pede.org.
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SEE % Sarah Yeung @ 215-922-2156 B3 syeung@chinatown-
pedc.org
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We offer:

* Gym memberships
* Weight Watchers®
* Swim programs

That’s a value of up to $1,100 a year and
it’s one more way we’re doing it right.

1-888-HPP-9800 HealthPartnersPlans.com

Health PartnersPlans

}

Doing it right:
METdsle
It easy
to get fit.
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% PHILADELPHIA CHINATOWN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
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PCDC was formed in 1966 to preserve, protect and promote Chinatown as a viable ethnic, business and residential community.
301-305 N. 9th St. Philadelphia, PA 19107 P: 215-922-2156 f: 215-922-7232
www.chinatown-pcdc.org O@phillychinatown O@PCDC_events
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