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Dear Friend of Chinatown,

Perhaps PCDC is known best for defending Chinatown from development projects that threatened @vesuthizglast five
decades, PCDC has had to lead the residents and friends of Chinatown to defend Chinatown's rRGDiG &sistboth

fought against and worked with government and private developers to protect Chinatown and to promote this unicag cultt
ure within Philadelphi&hinatown has united to protest a destructive highway project, a federal prison, a basebatl stadium
countless other large and small negative developments.

But PCDC is not primarily about opposing harmful developments, but is about fostering a community that people véll wan
in, visit, work in and care abolrt.fact, Chinatown is a "business friendigighborhood where new, innovative and evegy"ed
businesses find encourageme@ttinatown is also a residential community and a destination for both Asian and non Asian re
dents of the Philadelphia regi@hinatown is a tourist destination serving the many people who come for Philadelphia's uni
historical and cultural attractions, another interesting piece of the colorful mosaic that is Philadelphia.

PCDC and Chinatown think bigfe do not want to merely survive but thrive. PCDC is working on two major padjectsing
development at 810 Arch in collaboration with Project Home and, our biggest development ever, a community center/hou
social service/small business center to be built at 10th and Vine Streets.

For years, the people of Chinatown have dreamed of a place where children could play, where our elders could g#tieer ar
community could focus; this dream is about to become a @alijdbreaking on the Eastern Tower Community Center proje
is coming.We are ready to go!

But we have dreams and plans even beyond this big project. PCDC wants to continue to develop and encourage the cre:
fordable housing in Chinatown, particularly in the area north of Vine Street that we call "Chinatown North."

Chinatown intends to be a residential and business friendly neighborhood for a l@vegitibead to
be a center for Asian Philadelphia and a place where all of our citizens and visitors can experience Ch'“é‘%
American culture and life. @

Thanks to all of our supporters for believing in Chinatown and for helping PCDC to continue our Cge
town mission.

~ Rev. Thomas Betz, Chairman of tharlo

GELEBRATION EVENTS
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10™ & Race St.

. The Philadelphia Suns Lion Dance Parade
11am-2pm Starts at 10" & Spring St.

Chinese New Year Banquet Feb. 2 Martial Arts Performance (1 0™ & Arch St.)

D 21st. 2014 | Chinat Phila. Feb.5 BANQUET #2 - Chinese Lunar New Year 4712
ebruary 21st, | Chinatown, Phila. | 6pm-9pm 238 N. 9th Street
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@ant Presents:

PCDC News Zoning and Planning

Eastern Tower Project Receives $32.5 Zoning Matters

Million in Capltal Financing Below are the zoning matters within the Chinatown district. Please f

free to attend a hearing regarding any matter of interest. All Zonii

The Philadelphia Chinatown Development Corpo-pgoarq of Adjustment (ZBA) hearings are held at One Parkway Buildir
ration (PCDC) has received a $32.5 million com-1515 arch SJtreet t!lEISJor. ) g y

mitment for the Eastern Tower Community Center

(ETCC) from the Global Cities Regional Center, Address: 224 Camac Street

LLC (GCRC). This commitment is a major piece of APpeal #: 22026

the financing for the project. ﬁerm_lt #550893\? inesday. Feb. 12. 2014. 2:00 PM

ETCC is a flagship mixede project in Philadel- Agggglgtypi}:etlseevgﬁzn?g’ &b 2% T

phia Chinatown which will include residential andpe it for the erection of an attached structure with a roof deck
retail space and a community center with space f0f; ccessed by two (2) pilot houses, to enclose access stairs only) and 1
a fulkservice health center, recreation and youthyecys on then@through # floors (outside of property lines); for use as
programming, family services and events. PCDGy tifamily household living (with nine (9 dwelling units).

and JNA Capital, | A C Rés&: 3 p&rlfln@ spaPe§ Rduifed; béf osed

gf%e;opers. The project is currently in the financings|anning Committee decision: Not opposed, with provisos

GCRC is an entity designed to attract and direcﬁgggzsli:l-%g Arch Street

foreign investment through the federalE=pBro- Permit # TBD

gram, which was created to encourage foreign inHearing Date: TBD

vestment and job creation in the U.S. economy. E Appeal type: Use variance

-5 IS an employmetiased prefere?]ce_ Immigrant permit for change of use for second floor in previously approved perm
visa category. Foreign investors who invest $1 MMy, brofessional offices to three (3) residential units, and to extend pr

in capital in economic development Projects i qly approved courts od tirough ¥ floors to 2 floor.
through designated Regional Centers receive ﬁlanning Committee decision: Pending
green card. Because ETCC is located in a high un- '

employment area, the threshold investment amounfddress: 1211 Wood Street

to qualify for EB5 is lowered to $500,000. Appeal #: TBD
. v th d ional in Phil Permit #: 509137
GCRC is only the second regional center in P 'aHearing Date: TBD

delphia. There are approximately 406 E&gional Appeal type: Use variance; Zoning variance

centers throughout the country. GCRC was ap-pgmit for the erection of an attached structure with cellar, balcony at
proved by the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration irq fioor, bay windows atizand 3 floors, roof deck and pilot house
Services (USCIS) in December 2013. If you or,. o single family dwelling.

someone you know is interested in becoming arpjanning Committee decision: To be presented
investor, please contact John Chin ai9222156 : ' P

or jchin@chinatowspcdc.org Next Planning Committee meeting:

Date: Tuesday, February 11, 6:00 pm

PCDCds planning committee meet.
zoning matters. Please feel welcome to attend a meeting if there is ar
ter that is of interest. Planning Committee meetings are held at PCDC
301 N. 9 St. Please contact Karis Tzeng at (215)15®to be placed

on a future monthds agenda.

Tentative Meeting Agenda:

Zoning Matters Planning Committee Meeting
1211Wood Street Schedule
1111 Ridge Ave March 11, 6:00 PM
1019 Arch Street April 8, 6:00 PM
Project Updates May 13, 6:00 PM
Sidewalk Vending
Remapping

Old Business
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A pilot program for sidewal k vending in Chinatown hasl loypeen
the sidewal k as a display area to sell their goodsnat8ndédml:
Street, Arch Street or Cherry Street. Vending may display o

This program wil |l enhance the pedestrian environmenthklpy adn e
Visitors into stores. During this pilot program, 9raticlpaw
Applications to the pilot program have been releasegl ytheatm
Pi#He Lee-923212865

Business Assistance Opportunities March ServSafe Workshop

Facing financial hardship and looking for assistance for gerysafe training will return to Chinatown for 2014. This work-
your businessook to The Merchants Fund (TMF). TMF g will be taught in Mandarin by returning instructor Betty Tsali.
Business Stabilization gpeint$10,000 to help small busi- The jesson, study and testing materials are all presented in Ching
nesses thgt have l_Jeen Iegal_ly establlskm—st'mree . and meet the standards established by the Pennsylvania Food E
yearsn Philadelphia to remain stable, viable and grow in yoyee Certification Adthe law requires every licensed food estab
the face of economic opportunities and challenges. lishment to have at least one employesitenwho has been trained
The next grant deadline for The Merchants Fund (TMF) ig safe fooehandling practices.

Friday, February 28, 2014. If you are interested in applyipgpc is currently accepting applications for the next sdgsion.

to TMF, or want further information on this and other v, are interested in participating, please contact PCDC Main St
technical assistance, please contactihge at 218922 Manager Pirbio Lee at 218222156.

2156.

e

PCDC and SEAMAAC Host Community Workshop on Affordable Care Act

On December 28 2013, PCDC hosted an Affordable Care Act Health Care Workshop at the Chinese Christian Church ar
ter in Chinatown. Guest speakers Mike Donnelly and Ran Liu from the Southeast Asian Mutual Assistance Association C
(SEAMAAC) gave the presentation in English and Mandarin. Helen Luu was the Cantonese language interpreter. There
continues to be enormous interest in the topic, and 106 community members attended the workshop. Our guest speaker
cellent work simplifying a complex topic into an easily understandable presentation. However, we understand thatgeople
guestions on the complicated process of applying and choosing an insurance plan. There are many resources available
your questions.

PCDC will hold another workshop in February (date and location to be determined) to provide information on the Affordal
Care Act. Please stay tuned for more information, or contact our offic@2221155.
For a Chinesknguage online resource about Obamacare, gotios ¥www.healthcare.gov/languaggsource/#chinese

To schedule an-pmerson appointment with a bilingual counselor to apply for anc
choose an insurance plan, call:

SEAMAAC at 218670690 (Mandariapeaking staff available)
Nationalities Service Center at-2338400 (Staff will use Language Line)



https://www.healthcare.gov/language-resource/#chinese
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Housing

Property Tax Reminders for Homeowners Homestead Exemption for Tax Year 2015

If you received an application for LOOP, your application m Looking for tax relief? Apply for Homestead Exemption for
be received by February 17th. LOOP is a program to cap p! Tax Year 2015! Even if you applied before, you will still nee
erty taxes for longme, lowincome homeowners whose prop- to reapply for Tax Year 2015 and each following year.

erty values have increased by more than 300% as a result | the Homestead Exemption offers real estate tax savings to

Actual Value Initiative. all Philadelphia homeowners by reducing the taxable portio

of their property assessment by $30,000, which saves abou

$400 per year on property tax. In order to be eligible, you

must own the property and live in it as your primary resi-

dence. There are no other requirements.

Homestead Exemption applications are now being accepte

for Tax Year 2015 and are due by September 13, 2014. To

apply:

Go to http://www.phila.gov/opa/

abatementsexemptions/pages/homesteadansix
print out application and mail in your own. (Chinese

Real estate bill have been mailed. If you won an appeal for
property value reassessment from AVI, and you received a
bill with the old assessment value, wait patiently. Your new
is in the mail and should arrive by-Ftbruary.

For homeowners still waiting for their second level appeals
be processed, start preparing for your oral hearing now. Th
Board of Revision of Taxes will notify you in writind538ays
before your scheduled hearing date. You should be prepare
with documents and photos. You may also have an expert \ version available)

ness such as a real estate appraiser or real estate agent te. Any questions, please contact PCDC-Ringee at 21822
your property value or market conditions. The Crosstown C 5155 '

lition of Taxpayers has prepared an excellent guide for AVI

appeals with a section on oral heafdigad it here: <http://

crosstowncoalitiontax.files.wordpress.com/2013/03jspeal

-guide09-08-13.pdf>. If you have questions or need guidanc

schedule an appointment with Ping Lee a9223156 or
plee@chinatowpcdc.org

Loo Longtime Owner
Occupants Program

’ Free Tax Help

\
The American Association for Ethnic Chinese (AAEC) will offer free tax help WW’ |
through the VITA program (Volunteer Income Tax Assistance)-tmiow ®
0

moderaténcome families. Please bring yot2 @ 1099 form, Social Securi-
ty Card, income documentation or bank statemeiiedaxctible bills and a
copy of Il ast yeards tax return.

=

Dates: 2/15, 2/16, 2/17,2/22, 2/23, 2/24 (Saturday, Sunday, and Monday)
8am to 5pm
By appointment only: 3/1,3/3, 3/10, 3/15,3/17 9am to 4pm

Location: On Lok Senior Social Service Center, 213 N. 10th Street

o TE Emm Em Em E Em = == =
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Community News
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Image from Philadelphia Inquirer, by Michael Bryant, Staff Photographer

Chinatown Transformation and Thriving Food Scene Noted on Front Page of Inquirer

Chinatown was featured in a rapdtge spread in the JanuatyS2anday edi ti on of the Phil ad
Chinatown, D e | e-knbvenbngurer foad erida Csaey baBanWete the article and an accompanying Ultimate
Eating Guide for Chinatown.

LaBan praised a vibrant oNew Chinatowndé brought on by
trepreneur immigrants from the Fujian province of China, but a soaring population of Chinese international studests. LaB

ent husiastic about the changing food scene, sayinau 0.
rants and bars over the last two years, has turned Chinatown into one of Philadelphia’s most dynavotvargidashg di
tricts.6 He cited Chinatownds recent promotional event
town Ni ght Mar ket s, which he called 0a testament tbo t |
LaBan connected his observations to the recent report on the three main Chinatowns on the East Coast (Philadelphia, N
and Boston) by the Asian American Legal Defense and E¢
the East Coast are on the verge of disappearingdé bhepar |
changes in Philadelphia Chinatown were driven more fr
ingot he emerging picture is |less |ike Disney thanrtie min
most recently arrived Chinese i mmigrants. 6

This article continues the conversation on population changes in Chinatown, which PCDC discussed in our November ar
cember newsletters. The data from the report, which had unacceptably high sampling error rates, has put race and incon
and center. Media coverage of the report often took place without thoughtful discussion of the data within the challenges
changes unique to each Chinatown. Philadel phiads dZhi n;:
ened its role as not only an ethnic neighborhood but a regional hub of Asian culture, services, society and food.

To read the full article and LaBands Ultimate Eating
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As a livework neighborhood,
Chinatownds
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g,/k 300Spring Cleanup volunteer
e &

%ﬁg 5, ®@@tendees at Asi an Amer i
_ﬁ[‘ Cel ebration

families depend on the

health of its businesses. This year, PCDC Contim.éi..yfk +25,8m3G endees at Night Mar.
its successful Main Street Program activities and €x-

panded our efforts to connect businesses to city re 4.
sources. Promotional events such as the Chinatow -

% +7,000i nese New Year, FIl owe

Night Market, which entered its third year, continu__

to attract crowds of visitors and define Chinatown ol

a regional destination. Meanwhile, PCDC helped i 37’000 Visitors

the |l ast of Chinatownds 111 egal dumpir ng |l ots, end
long battle over trash dumping in the neighborhood. Finally, PCDC ramped up its efforts to connect businesses
sources. We walked a record number of businesses through the process of applying for facade improvements
brought bilingual ServSafe classes to Chinatown in order to help businesses obtain food handling licenses and

pate in future promotional events.

C- >t

As Chinese youth continue to increase in
numbers in Philadelphia, PCDC has taken a
lead in providing them educational, social
and civic engagement opportunities. Oft

these youth are not fluent in English &

for various reasons have no resource:

help them at home or at school. For these
youth, Teen Club is a haven where they - =
feel comfortable learning and socializ
among peers who are in similar situatic
In 2013, our preollege program serve.
194 youth, a 60 percent increase from 2012.
A team of dedicated staff and volunteer ||
offered a range of SAT prep classes, colle
visits, Gym nights, and community volun

teer activities.

147 Counseling Clients
267 Group Education Clients
18 New Homeowners

F- 4868 8§ 7

Since the 2008 recession, Family Ser-
vices has become a larger part of
PCDCb6s efforts to
members who cannot obtain the essen

194 YOUth tials of food and shelter to financial as-
served sistance. Our staff offers Chinese bilin-
gual, culturallgensitive services for

60% more low-andmoderate income individuals.
teens served This year, we hired two pame staff
members to take on the increased de-
vs. 2012 mand from both within Chinatown and
_ from Chinese enclaves in Northeast
8 Community and South Philadelphia. In 2013, we

1 Days served more than 900 people.

Housing is how we establish roots in our community. For m:
families, it is their largest monthly expense. Housing Couns
Wendy Lee continued to help individuals and families find affo
ble housing, prepare for homeownership and create a financial
In 2013, we increased efforts to assist in rental housing couns
and participated in a fair housing campaign to educate the con
nity. We successfully placed 18 clients into homeownership,
held 14 educational workshops on topics such as building ¢
credit, the hombuying process and home weatherization.



A Year in Review
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In 2013, the mixedse Eastern Tower Commu-
nity Center passed several important milestones.
We heard community feedback through several
public meetings, hired construction manager
Hunter Roberts, and made important design
change decisions to accommodate the project
budget. In December,
we received a $32.5

Neighborhood planning empowers local commur?
ty members to create and carry out a vision for the
place they live, work and play. In 2013, PCDC continued
to lead in matters of land use and development. PCDC
restarted discussions with the City about remapping the
zoning in Chinatown to preserve a healthy mix of residen-
tial and business uses. PCDC has also been assisting in t
. i effort to legalize and manage sidewalk vending, -a long
million _commitment held tradition in Asian culture. The Chinatown Parklet
forprOJectflnanc;lpg called attention to Chinat
from_ the Global Cities celebrated innovative ways to use small spaces. This sm:
Regional Center. As ;s |ovely space on a parking space on 10th and Chern
we appfc?a‘?h the fin- Streets provided an oasis in the middle of a busy corridor.
ish line in 2014, we
will continue to up-
date the community.

C.m ©°ist
Org~ "3/:.nz
$1[-D 6

As a communitpased organization, PCDC em-
powers its members to have a say in matters
which affect their lives and advocates on their
behalf. The 2013 PA Voter ID law attempted to
impose strict ID regulations and eliminate many
potential voters in the immigrant community. encountering a sensory barrage o
PCDC held a press conference to broadcast con- smelly trash and unsightly garbage
cerns over the impact on immigrants_ In the 4717 Bags Collected Thanks to the $&-Day Clean Chi-
month leading up to Election Day, we posted an natown Campaign and our dedicat-
informational table on the corridor to register ed cleaning specialists, those day
and inform voters. The Actual Value Initiative to have become a thing of the past.
revise all property values in the city particularly ‘ Clean streets not only improve the
i mpacted Chinatownds residen duabty of lge fo5 [esidenisrapdyvisi-
tors, but it helps to promote the
neighborhood as a pleasant place t
dine, play and socialize. This year
ble housing developments to craft a strategy to A with the support of over 50 busi-
appeal their assessments, which did not reflect -1/ nesses and community members, wi
the incomebased resale limits on their properties. =—  continued our cleaning and outreach
155,661 Gallons of Trashactivities.

Not too long ago, walking down a
street in Chinatown would mean




