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Mayor Appoints John Chin Chair of the 
Mayorõs Commission on Asian American Affairs 

 
PCDC is proud to announce that our Executive Director, 
John Chin, has been appointed Chair of the recently 
reestablished Mayorõs Commission on Asian American 
Affairs. The Commission will bring attention to the cityõs 
often overlooked Asian communities, which make up 7% 
of the population, but are disproportionately disadvan-
taged and underserved 
 
According to Asian Americans Advancing Justiceõs 2013 
òA Community of Contrastsó report, Asian Americans are 
the fastest growing ethnic population in the Northeast. 
66% of Asian Americans in Philadelphia are foreign born 
and 47% are limited English proficient. 47% of Asian 
Americans are low-income. Asian American unemploy-
ment was at 11% in 2011, 3% higher than average. The 
model minority stereotype hides the reality of life for 
Asian Americans in Philadelphia, and the nation.  
 
A key issue that the Commission seeks to address is im-
proving language access.  
 
PCDC is confident that, with 16 years serving as ED to 

the nationõs oldest Asian CDC and a lifelong familiarity 

with Philadelphia Chinatown, John will bring a wealth of 

experience to the Commission. Congratulations, John! 

PCDC Advisory Member Appointed  
to Federal Reserve Bank 

 
PCDC would like to congratulate PCDC Advisory member James Wang, president and CEO of Asian Bank, who was appointed 
to the Community Depository Institutions Advisory Council (CDIAC) of the Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia. CDIAC 
shares insights with the Bank regarding the state of the economy at the community level. James Wang will a three year term.  
 
Congratulations, James! 

PCDC News 



 

2016 

 

Below are the current and upcoming zoning matters within 
the Chinatown district. Zoning matters are presented to the community 
first, through public RCO meetings, before they are heard by the Zoning 
Board of Adjustment (ZBA). Please feel free to attend an RCO meeting 
or ZBA hearing regarding any matter of interest. All ZBA hearings are 
held at One Parkway Building, 1515 Arch Street, 18th Floor. 

 

PCDCõs Planning Committee meets at 6pm on the second Tuesday of 

each month as the Registered Community Organization (RCO) for the 

boundaries of 8th to 13th Street, Filbert to Spring Garden Street. The 

next meetings are as follows: 

 

The next meeting is February 14th. Zoning matters start at 6:30pm.  

February 14th  
March 14th  
April 11th  
May 9th 
June 13th  
 

There are no new zoning cases in February. 

 

Previously presented cases: 

 

1. Address: 1022 Wood Street 

Appeal #: 28249            Permit #: 669302 

Appeal Type: Use Variance            

Scheduled Hearing Time:  Tuesday, January 31, 2017, 9:30am 

Proposal: Permit to create one lot from three deeded parcels, for the 

complete demolition of existing site, and for the erection of an attached 

building with accessible rooftop for household living for 15 families. 

RCO Decision: Opposed, due to zoning for industrial use on this 

block. 

 

2. Address: 1001 Ridge Avenue 

Appeal #: 29286  Permit #: 709245 

Appeal Type: Special Exception 

Scheduled Hearing Time: Tuesday, January 31, 2017, 9:30am 

Proposal: Permit for the erection of two attached multifamily struc-

tures (forty-eight (48) dwelling units) with fifteen (15) carport, and nine 

(9) spaces in an aboveground garage), including two (2) van accessible 

parking spaces, and sixteen (16) accessory bicycle parking spaces. Com-

mercial space on first floor. 

RCO Decision: Not opposed 

 

3. Address: 1225 Vine Street 

Appeal #: 28665            Permit #: 702501 

Appeal Type: Use Variance            

Scheduled Hearing Time:  Wednesday, February 15, 2017, 2:00pm 

Proposal: Permit to erect an illuminated sign at the rooftop level for a 

visitorõs accommodation. 

RCO Decision: Not opposed 

Zoning and Planning 

 

A Happy Hour for Neighborhood Planning 
 

On a rainy Wednesday night on January 18th, over 40 neigh-
bors, local workers, and visitors came together at The Trestle 
Inn to think about the future of Chinatown and Callowhill. 
Over drinks and lively conversation, folks were invited to 
share their thoughts about what the neighborhood means to 
them, places they love, and what they want to see for the fu-
ture. As part of the engagement process for PCDCõs China-
town Neighborhood Plan, it was a chance to listen to com-
munity membersõ stories, histories and opinions. There was 
plenty of all three. 
 
Neighbors were excited to learn about the newly launched 
plan. Many were recent transplants to the areaõs new housing. 
Others had been in the city all their lives. Folks expressed 
concern over the state of the pedestrian environment over 
Vine Street and under the Viaduct structure, as well as ongo-
ing trash and litter problems. Many shared fond memories of 
favorite restaurants and stomping grounds that provide a wel-
coming space to return to.  
PCDC thanks everyone who came out to share their insights 
and ideas, and a special thank you for The Trestle Inn for 
hosting this special event. 
 
Note: The Philadelphia Chinatown Development Corpora-

tion (PCDC) is launching a process to plan for the future of 

Chinatown north and south of Vine Street and Callowhill. 

This event is part of the engagement process. On February 

28th, PCDC will host the first public community-wide meet-

ing to discuss many issues that have been raised so far. 

On Tuesday, February 28th, PCDC will hold the first  
community-wide public forum for the Chinatown Neighbor-
hood Plan. You are invited to come and share insights and 
thoughts to help shape the plan and vision for the future of the 
neighborhood.  
 
What: Public meeting 
When: Tuesday, February 28th, 6-8pm 
Where: Chinese Christian Church Center at 1101 Vine Street 



 

Community  News 

Get More Fresh Food For Your Money  
 

Access to affordable fresh food and produce has now expanded 
to the Fair Food Farmstand in Reading Terminal Market. 
Just a 5 minute walk from Chinatownõs Friendship Arch, the 
farmstand provides fresh fruits and vegetables, dairy products, 
cheeses, meats, and value-added food from local farms. 
 
For low-income households who are receiving SNAP benefits 
and are using an Access card, the Fair Food Farmstand has cre-
ated the Double Dollars program to make fresh food more ac-
cessible to those living within the region. For every $5 you 
spend, Fair Food will give you an additional $5 to spend on 
more groceries, up to $10 a week.  
 
What is Double Dollars? 
Double Dollars is a coupon program designed to increase ac-
cess to fresh, healthy foods for all SNAP shoppers in the re-
gion. 
For every $5 you spend, Fair Food will give you an additional 
$5 to spend on MORE GROCERIES, up to $10 a week.  
 
Where is the Fair Food Farmstand? 
The Fair Food Farmstand is located inside the Reading Termi-
nal Market, 51 North 12th Street, near the corner of 12th and 
Arch Street.  
 
When is the Farmstand open? 
The Farmstand is open year round, 7 days a week.  
Monday-Saturday: 8am to 6pm 
Sunday: 9am to 5pm 
Phone: 215-386-5211 ext. 120  farmstand@fairfoodphilly.org 
 
The farmstand sells fresh fruits and vegetables, dairy products, 
chesses, eggs, meats, and value-added foods from local farms.  
 
Who is eligible to receive Double Dollars coupons? 
Any SNAP shopper using an Access card! 
The farmstand also redeems Philly Food Bucks Coupons! 
 
Double Dollars program information: info@fairfoodphilly.org 
| 215-386-5211 ext. 108 

Although Chinese New Year falls on January this year, 
PCDC and Reading Terminal Market will keep the  
celebration going with the Chinese New Year Celebration in 
Reading Terminal Market on February 4th, 2017. From 10am 
to 4pm, attendees can expect performances and food 
demonstrations throughout the market.  
 
USPS will kick off the Chinese New Year events with a  
special presentation of their Lunar New Year stamp at 
9:45am. PCDC will have a table set up, providing family  
activities, information on Chinatown, and voter registration 
opportunities throughout the day.  
 

¶ 9:45am - USPS presents new Chinese New Year stamp 
¶ 10am - Tea demonstration by The Tea Leaf (City Kitchen) 

¶ 10am-4pm - Chinese New Year crafts for sale 
¶ 10am-4pm - USPS selling Chinese New Year stamps 
¶ 10:30am - Tai Chi demonstration (Rick Nichols Room) 
¶ 11am - Philadelphia Suns performing a traditional lion 

dance through the Market 
¶ 11am-4pm - Chinese Calligraphy 
¶ 12pm - Musical performance 
¶ 1pm - Dumpling -making demo (City Kitchen) 
¶ 2:30pm - Spring roll-making demo with Sang Kee (City 

Kitchen) 

mailto:farmstand@fairfoodphilly.org
mailto:info@fairfoodphilly.org
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Students of All Races Benefit from Teachers of  
Color: The Importance of Minority Teachers 

 

Former PCDC Teen Club teacher, Hua-Yu Sebastian Cherng, 
current Assistant Professor of International Education at NYU 
Steinhardt, published a study that was picked up by Business 
Insider, CNN, and NPR, among others.  
 

Cherng and Halpin found that in a group of 1,700 students 
from 300 schools across the country, students of all races pre-
ferred teachers of color over white teachers. This trend persist-
ed even when variable such as studentsõ age, sex, household 
income, academic success and teachersõ experience, sex, and 
efficacy were controlled. This trend was cross-racial and did not 
simply demonstrate race-matching preferences.  
 

Cherng hypothesized that minority teachers are better able to 
relate to issues of race and gender that students seek guidance 
with.  
 

Meanwhile, the Albert Shanker Institute released a study 
demonstrating a decline in teacher diversity in major urban 
hubs, including Philadelphia.  
 

The PCDC Teen Club resumes after the holiday season on 
Monday, January 23rd.  PCDC is proud to run the Teen Club 
and support other racially and culturally diverse youth programs 
in Chinatown to meet the need for quality educational re-
sources in Philadelphia.  Find out more about Cherng and 
Halpinõs research here: http://steinhardt.nyu.edu/site/
ataglance/2016/10/teachers-of-color.html    

February Teen Events and Opportunities: 

Applications for Asian Bank Scholarship Open 
Applications must be postmarked on or before April 15th.  
High school seniors should apply with attached application.  
Asian Bank is offering three $1,000 scholarships to high school 
seniors who will be attending college in 2017-2018. For more in-
formation, visit: http://www.theasianbank.com/scholarships.html  

 

Weekly Teen Club Schedule: 
All classes and materials are free of charge. Walk-ins wel-
come! 
 
SAT Reading & Writing 
Mondays 4:15 PM ð 6:15 PM,   901 Wood Street 
Teacher: Phoebe Ho 
 
Homework and College App Help 
Tuesdays 4:00 PM ð 6:00 PM,  901 Wood Street 
 
SAT Math 
Fridays 4:15 PM ð 6:00 PM,   901 Wood Street 
 
Sports Night  
Tuesdays 5:00 PM ð 8:00 PM,  
Holy Redeemer Church and School,  
915 Vine Street, Philadelphia 
Teacher: Wei Chen 
 
Free Practice SAT  

Last Saturday of each month, 9:00 AM ð 1:10 PM 
901 Wood Street, Philadelphia, PA 19107 
Tokens will be provided for commuters. Space is limited.  
 
 Incorporate PCDC's Teen Club schedule to your google  
calendar: goo.gl/efZgvj 
 
Stay up-to-date. Join our Facebook group:  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/phillychinatownsat/  
 
The PCDC Teen Club is a DHS-funded after school program that aims 
to close the academic resource gap for Philadelphia's low-income, minor-
ity, and limited-English proficient students. Our teachers are bilingual 
English-Chinese grad and undergrad students from the University of 
Pennsylvania.  
 

PCDC Programs and Ser v ices  

 
* SAT classes resume the week of  January 23rd! 

 

* PCDC launches new class: Homework Help 
on Tuesdays! 
 

* This month's free practice SAT will be held 
January 28th.  Email Ailin at  acao@chinatown-
pcdc.org to sign up! 
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