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Chinese New Year Celebration Events 
 
Chinese New Year at the Reading Terminal Market 
Place: 51 N. 12th Street  
Date: Saturday, February 6th, 2016 
Time: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Description:  PCDC is partnering up with the Reading Terminal 
Market to kick off the òYear of the Monkey.ó The Reading Ter-
minal Market will be decked out in style with festive decora-
tions, activities, food and fun.  Participating vendors include: 
Demonstrations by Chef Joseph Poon, Sang Kee, Tea Leaf, Li-
on Dance by the Philadelphia Suns, etc. 
 
Dilworth Park      
Place: 1404 JFK Blvd, Philadelphia, PA 19107  
Date: Sunday, February 7th, 2016 
Time: 1 p.m. show and 2 p.m. show  
Description: Watch two amazing lion dances featuring the Phil-
adelphia Suns. This will take place on the west side of City Hall. 
 
Midnight Lion Dance Performance   
Place: 10th and Race Streets 
Date: Sunday, February 7th, 2016 
Time: 10:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. 
Description: On Chinese New Yearõs Eve, the Midnight Parade 
will be a good way to welcome in the Year of the Monkey. Cele-
brate with firecrackers and watch the amazing lion dances fea-
turing the Philadelphia Suns. This New Yearõs eve parade will 
roam through Chinatown, but the finale will occur at 10th and 
Race Streets as it nears midnight. Restaurants and bakeries will 
be open. 
 
The Philadelphia Suns Lion Dance Parade  

Place: Starts at 10th and Spring Streets 

Date: Sunday, February 14th , 2016 

Time: 11:30 a.m. ð 4 p.m.  

Description: The festivities will continue throughout Chinatown 

with firecrackers, martial arts performances, the Philadelphia 

Sunsõ lion dance, and so much more to welcome in the Chinese 

New Year. Restaurants, gift shops, and groceries may offer New Yearõs items ð you must ask. 

 
Martial Arts Performance  
Place: 10th and Arch Street 
Date: Sunday, February 14th, 2016 
Time: TBA (btw 11:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.) 
Description: Kung Fu ð 45 minute performance 

2016: Year of  the Fire Monkey  

 
Fasten your seatbelt! In the Year of the Fire Monkey, 
February 8, 2016 to January 27, 2017, the confident and 
impulsive energy of Fire meets Monkey's joyful, curious, 
and inventive nature.  
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Zoning and Planning 

Zoning Matters  
 
Below are the current and upcoming zoning matters within 
the Chinatown district. Zoning matters are presented to the 
community first, through public RCO meetings, before they 
are heard by the Zoning Board of Adjustment (ZBA). 
Please feel free to attend an RCO meeting or ZBA hearing 
regarding any matter of interest. All ZBA hearings are held 
at One Parkway Building, 1515 Arch Street, 18th Floor. 
 
PCDCõs Planning Committee meets at 6pm on the second 
Tuesday of each month as the Registered Community Or-
ganization (RCO) for the boundaries of 8th to 13th Street, 
Filbert to Spring Garden Street. The next meetings are as 
follows: 
February 9th, 2016 
March 8th, 2016 
April 12th, 2016 
May 10th, 2016 
 
The following cases will be presented to the communi-
ty at the February 9th meeting. 

 

1.Address: 214 N 12th Street 
Appeal #: 26734 
Permit #: 652933Appeal Type: Zoning Variance 
Permit for the complete demolition of existing structure on 
site, and for the erection of an attached structure, size and 
location as shown on plans/application. For use as multi-
family household living (6 units), no signs on this permit. 
 
2. Address: 215 N 11TH ST 
Appeal #: 26630 
Permit #: 650837 
RCO Decision: PENDING 
Appeal Type: Use Variance 
Permit for a comedy theatre for more than fifty people 
(night club/private club); No activities as defined in section 
14-603 (13) of Philadelphia zoning code on 1st floor with 
two (2) family dwelling on 2nd floor in an existing structure. 
This project was presented at the January meeting but 
will be presented again at the February meeting.  

Residents who intend to submit a future application for a 
zoning variance are encouraged to approach PCDC for guid-
ance. Please contact Sarah Yeung at <syeung@chinatown-
pcdc.org> or 215-922-2156. 
 
The following cases were presented to the community 
at the January 12th meeting. 
 
1.Address: 215 N 11TH ST 
Appeal #: 26630 
Permit #: 650837 
RCO Decision: PENDING 
Appeal Type: Use Variance 
 
Permit for a comedy theatre for more than fifty people 
(night club/private club); No activities as defined in section 
14-603 (13) of Philadelphia zoning code on 1st floor with 
two (2) family dwelling on 2nd floor in an existing structure. 
 
2.Address: 1228 Nectarine Street 
Appeal #: 23702 
Permit #: 528711 
Scheduled Time: Feb 16th   9:30am 
 
RCO Decision: SUPPORT WITH PROVISOS 
Appeal Type: Use Variance 
 
Permit for the erection of an attached structure with a roof 
deck above the first floor rear roof and one interior parking 
space; Size and location as shown in the submitted plan/
application. For use as single family household living, 
 
1228 Nectarine Street was previously heard in 2014 but due 
to a submitted amendment was presented again. 
 
 



 

Large Mixed-Use Development  
Proposed for Chinatown North 

On December 8, 2015, PCDC hosted the community presentation 
of a large mixed-use development in Chinatown North at 900-34 
Callowhill Street. The project site is bounded by Callowhill St, Carl-
ton St, 9th St and Ridge Ave. It is near Holy Redeemer School and 
Church, and the Sing Wah Yuen and Hing Wah Yuen developments. 
 
The developer, architects and contractor presented an ambitious 
project for this block, which is composed of a mix of vacant ware-
houses, lots and lumberyards. The project is proposed to include 146 
rental units (1 and 2 bedrooms), ground floor retail spaces totaling 
about 14,000 SF, and underground parking with 79 spaces. The 
design includes four buildings, 5 to 7 stories each, wrapped around 
a private, landscaped courtyard. The façade material from the sec-
ond floor and up is proposed to be aluminum siding. 
 
The developerõs team fielded a number of questions and concerns 
from the community members who attended the presentation. 
Attendees generally stated their support for new residential and 
commercial development in the neighborhood, which continues to 
struggle with blight and underuse, and they praised the proposed 
underground parking design. However, a number of concerns re-
mained unresolved, such as objections to the traffic that would be 
caused by the parking and loading entrance on Callowhill Street 
(adjacent to the intersection of 10th St, Ridge Ave, and Callowhill 
St), as well as the lack of clarity around provisions for security, 
lighting and signage. 
 
The meeting was required as part of the Civic Design Review pro-
cess required by the city for projects above a certain scale. The 
proposal has been scheduled to be reviewed at the next public 
meeting of the Civic Design Review (CDR) Committee, at 1:00 
p.m. on Tuesday, February 2, 2016 in Room 18-029 of the One 
Parkway Building, 1515 Arch Street, Philadelphia, PA. See http://
www.phila.gov/CityPlanning/projectreviews/Pages/
CivicDesignReview.aspx for additional meeting information, as 
well as project materials submitted to the CDR Committee for 
review, including renderings of the building exterior, site plans, 
floor plans, etc.   Any questions or comments, please contact Sa-
rah Yeung at syeung@chinatown-pcdc.org or 215-922-2156. 

Zoning and Planning 

New Intern for 
Neighborhood   
Planning  -  
Amanda Guo 

 

Amanda Guo is a senior majoring in Urban Studies 

and German at Bryn Mawr College. She is honored to 

join PCDC this spring as a part-time intern to help 

and to learn from the dedicated staff. A native from 

Guangzhou, China, She sees Philadelphia as her sec-

ond home and enjoys the multi-cultural diversity the 

city offers. As an Urban Studies major, Amanda is es-

pecially interested in geospatial analysis and communi-

ty development, and completed her thesis based on 

comparisons of artist-led regenerations in post-

industrial neighborhoods in New York, Amsterdam 

and Beijing. In her spare time, Amanda loves reading 

dystopian novels, listening to radio and going to rock 

concerts. 

http://www.phila.gov/CityPlanning/projectreviews/Pages/CivicDesignReview.aspx
http://www.phila.gov/CityPlanning/projectreviews/Pages/CivicDesignReview.aspx
http://www.phila.gov/CityPlanning/projectreviews/Pages/CivicDesignReview.aspx
mailto:syeung@chinatown-pcdc.org
tel:215-922-2156


 

 

 

Chinese Heritage School of New Jersey  
Place: 195 Major Road, Monmouth Junction, NJ 08852 
Event: Chinese New Year Celebration 
Date: Saturday February 6th, 2016 
Time: TBD  http://www.chsnj2000.org/ 
 
Chinese School of South Jersey  
Place: Carusi Middle School, Cherry Hill, NJ 
Event: Chinese New Year Celebration 
Date: Sunday, January 31st, 2016 
Time: 2:00pm ð 5:00pm   http://www.chineseschoolsj.org/index.html 
 
Great Wall Chinese School  
Place: Upper Merion Area High School Auditorium, 19406 
Event: Chinese New Year Gala 
Date: Sunday, February 7th, 2016 
Time: TBD  http://www.greatwall.org/ 
 
International House of Philadelphia  
Place: 3701 Chestnut Street, 19104 
Event: 16th Annual Lunar New Year Celebration 
Date: Friday, February 5th, 2016 
Time: 7:00 p.m. 
http://ihousephilly.org/calendar/14th-annual-lunar-new-year-celebration 
 
Main Line Chinese Culture Center  
Place: Great Valley High School in Malvern 
Event: Cultural performances and fair 
Date: Sunday, February 7th, 2016 
Time: 1pm-5pm  http://mlccc.org/Forms/V2/News/Gala2014.aspx 
 
Penn Museum  
Place: 3260 South Street, 19104 
Event: World Culture Day: Chinese New Year Celebration 
Date: Saturday, January 30th, 2016 
Time: 11am ð 4pm 
http://www.penn.museum/events-calendar/details/1220-chinesenewyear.html 
 
Philadelphia Museum of Art  
Place:  2600 Benjamin Franklin Parkway, Philadelphia, PA  19130 
Event: Asian New Year  
Date: Sunday February 7th, 2016 
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. http://www.philamuseum.org  

Date: Friday, February 12, 2016 
Time: 11:00 a.m.                                                   

Location: Joy Tsin Lau Restaurant at 2nd Floor 
Ticket: Member $15, Non-member $30 

 
All members and community friends are welcome! 

Please register at On Lok Center. No children allowed, adults-only. 

 

      Chinese New Year Events in Greater Philadelphia Region 
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