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Design and Improvements Coming to Coming Soon:

Chinatown Public Space Neighborhood Planning Community Survey

PCDC has received a Pennsylvania Horticultural Society (PH oG ygu el pRycUiRcammlniRwitiatisleaving
2016 Neighborhood Place Maker Grant. The grant, which aif @y house?
to support projects that o0 elmlaeaAugust thipyear PCRC will peaconductang adcommarkt
munities more vibrant pl ac e-widetsurvey abautetheauality ofviderirk @hinatosvis. Staffnan
for PCDCOsthandpdYised 8BtlDeet Wilanteerswillygo doaoagorepersonafly conducting this sur-
vey. If your house is randomly selected, you will be asked
For this project, PCDC will add climbing plants, potted Chi- share your thoughts and opinions about what you like the mo
nese plants, and trees along Vine Street froon1d. PCDC about Chinatown, how Chinatown has changed in the past co
will also introduce design elements toSkfeet Plaza for com- ple years, and what still needs improvement. All efforts hel
munity activities, such as Chinese Chess. These developmenieasure the improvements that have been made since the |
will improve pedestrian safety and enjoyment along the Vinesurvey and help PCDC focus on the parts of Chinatown the
Street Expressway, which has historically deterred pedestriastill need the most work. All you need to do is answer the doo
from venturing from Chinatown Core to Chinatown North. his is an important neighb
PCDC is careful to ensure that the renovations will add to th 51one. If you are interested in volunteering to help administ

unique cultural identity of the neighborhood. the survey, please contact Rachel Mak at rmak@chinatow

pcdc.or%. _Volunteers need to be friendly, preferably bilingue

The théﬂ_d V_i ne .St reet G_at eways Pd \A/ielcltiond St c?”@oﬁ’nﬁﬂ mapy 4
ways PCDC is working to t_)_rlng together the Chinatown and . go out and meet new people, have fun, and help improv
Chinatown North communities. By doing so, PCDC hopes t0chinatown at the same time.

combat the urban blight in Chinatown North/ Callowhill, pro-
vide space for growth of Chinatown businesses, and preserve
the neighborhood as a place of opportunity fotdew

moderate income Asian immigrants.
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Zoning and Planning

Zoning Matters PCDC Planning Committee Member becomes a
Citizen Planner

Below are the current and upcoming zoning matters with- Annually, PCDC sends one planning committee member to
in theChinatowrdistrict. Zoning matters are presented to Citizens Planning Institute to take part in a seeek course on
the community first, through public RCO meetings, be-  city planning, zoning, and development. This year, Joe Lee, an |
fore they are heard by the Zoning Board of Adjustment  candidate studying at the University of Pennsylvania speaks a
(ZBA). Please feel free to attend an RCO meeting or ZBAhis experiences at CPI.

hearing regarding any matter of interest. All ZBA hearings

are held at One Parkway Building, 1515 Arch Street, 18thwhy did you apply for the Citizens Planning Institute?

Floor. | applied to CPI to be a better advocate for the neighborhood I li
PCDC&6s Planning Committee Imidkleas caneretely Nay eyeyday gizeng @ i@ thg forn
Tuesday of each month as the Registered Community OrPlanning and development process.

ganization (RCO) for the boundariestofB13h Street,

Filbert to Spring Garden Street. The next meetings are asVhat are some key takeaways that you got from your CPI

follows: experience?

Talking to politicians, city officials, developers, lawyers, and ar
ﬁeptembber 18 gCtObeLmlt tects on new or existing development projects doesn't have to |
J;r\llli};?yiii)g ecember 18 daunting process. CPI not only gave me the tools to speak the

dustry vernacular but revealed how each player fits into the owve
1. Appeal Type: Use Variance, Zoning Variance development and planning process. It was especially empowerir
Scheduled Hearing Time: Septémb@r 200 PM know where and how everyday citizens fit into the equation anc

Request: Permit for the complete demolition of all struc- realize Philadelphia residents can play a significant role in it.

tures on the lot for the erection of an attached structure
(maximum height not to exceed 60 feet) with two roof
decks accessed by a pilot house, for use as ten dwelling
units. (Size and location as shown on the application.)

Additionally, CPI impressed upon me that proactive planning pc
cies, such as neighborhood plans, allow community groups to |
ter preserve their unique assets, thwart adverse development,
promote a compelling vision for the neighborhood's future. Visu

Address: 226 N tiStreet izing and spelling out that future through a concrete plan has
Appeal #: 28471 best potential to resonate with developers and locally elected lez
Permit #: 683607 alike.

2. Appeal Type: Not currently available What was the most rewarding aspect of CPI?

Scheduled Hearing Time: September 27, 2016 9:30 AM My CPI cohorts came from all corners of Philadelphia. | enjoy
Request: getting to know them and hearing about how they tackled t

Permit for a lot adjustment to create one lot from three  unique challenges facing their commusniies they really are dif-
deeded parcels. For the complete demolition of existing ferent. Some faced the prospect of massive development while
site in order to erect an attached building with a roof deckers wanted to create strategies to entice more retailers and resi
for use as a household living for 15 families. to come into their neighborhoods. Their stories definitely made
Address: 10226 Wood Street through to Pearl Street CPI experience more impactful.

Appeal #: 28249

Permit #: 669302 Through CPI, | also got to think about what | wanted to see fi
Chinatown's future. My final project focused on making tactic
interventions in the neighborhood to provide more greene
(flowers, plants) in heavy pedestrian traffic areas. Doing resear
got to learn a lot about previous efforts to "green" Chinatown
part of previous neighborhood plans.

3.Appeal Type: Not currently available

Scheduled Hearing Time: TBD

Request: Permit for an illuminated sign above the 2nd
floor of a hotel.

Address: 1225 Vine Street

Appeal #: Not currently available

Permit #:Not currently available
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PCDC Programs and Services

CATCH THE POWER OF"VOTING!

summer, PCDC held four nonpartisan o0Voti ng S
informed about the upcoming General Election, and get registered to vote.

1y Jul y 24 |
On Monday, July *1the PCDC Sunday Fun Dayly 2# was a futfilled afternoon
voter registration table at the Youth for all ages. This PCDC Voting is Power event was a
Basketball tournament at the Chinese collaboration with some of our most prominent neigh-
Christian Church and Center on borhood leaders and celebrities: the House of Dragons
Monday, assisted 10 first time young Fire House, the Philadelphia Suns, the Chinese Ameri-

can Womends Sisterhood Soc
DJ Ronnie D and L8Nite. We kicked off the event
with a Philadel-
phia Suns dragon
and lion dance
followed by 3
hours of DJ
Ronnie D spin-
ning tunes, while
kids lined up for
tattoos and bal-
loon animals.
Meanwhile,
PCDC provided
their parents and
older siblings
with information
on the upcoming presidential candidates and
CAWSSP assisted with voter registration.

adults to register to vote.

VOTING IS k4]
POWER x #HHE
. ﬁ“

& August ’7'» =
PCDC was at the Philadelphia Museum of
Art OFirst Sutoassigtdé on August 7
attendees on voter registration at the East August 9
and West entrances. PMA reported over
6,000 attendees; we were happy to assist
~ over 35 residents. =
OFirst Sundayo6 even

PCDC outreached to seniors at 801 Lo-

cust on Tuesday, 8/9, with a special e
& phasis on issues relevant to the seni
citizens in th
United State
Over 50 at-
tended the
hourlong
event.

not mi ss us

PCDC would like to thank all of our partners and volunteers, we are grateful for all of your help and support!

Keep a |l ookout for PCDCO6s oOVot i haBAR4Y dhdTwesday Sept2B(Nationhal W
Voter Registration Day) in the heart of Chinatown.



