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Be a Part of  History!!! 

Philadelphia Democratic National Convention: Vendors Needed 

The 2016 Democratic National Convention is coming to Philadelphia in July 2016! The Host Committee is looking forward to 

working with many of the organizations throughout the Philadelphia region especially businesses, including those owned by minori-

ties and woman. They are currently seeking vendors, please log on to http://www.phldnc.com/philadelphia-2016-vendor-form/  

and provide your information.  You will be contacted if they send an RFP relevant to the service provided by your business/

organization.  If you would like more information please contact Betsy Lee at blee@chinatown-pcdc.org or 215 922-2156. 
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2016 Chinese New Year Celebration 

SCHEDULE  
PCDC is partnering up with the Reading Terminal Market 
to kick off the òYear of the Monkeyó.  The Reading Terminal 
will be decked out in style with festive decorations, activities, 
food and fun.  Come join us on February 6, 2016 from 8a-6p.   
 
Feb. 7 @ 10:30 pm - Midnight òBring in the New Yearó Lion 
                                   Dancing performance 
Feb. 14 @ 11:00 am - Chinatown Chinese New Year Parade  
           with the Philadelphia Suns Lion Dance Troupe. 
        For more information please contact Betsy Lee at 
              blee@chinatown-pcdc.org or (215) 922-2156.  

http://www.phldnc.com/philadelphia-2016-vendor-form/
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 P r e s e n t s : 
Zoning Matters  
 
Below are the zoning matters within 
the Chinatown district. Please feel free to 
attend a hearing regarding any matter of in-
terest. All Zoning Board of Adjustment 
(ZBA) hearings are held at One Parkway 
Building, 1515 Arch Street, 18th Floor. 
 
Address: 215 N 11TH ST 
Appeal #: 26630 
Appeal Type: USE VARIANCE 
Permit #: 650837 
PERMIT FOR A COMEDY THEATRE 
FOR MORE THAN FIFTY PEOPLE 
(NIGHT CLUB/PRIVATE CLUB) NO 
ACTIVITIES AS DEFINED IN SEC-
TION 14-603 (13) OF PHILADELPHIA 
ZONING CODE ON 1ST FLOOR WITH 
TWO (2) FAMILY DWELLING ON 2ND 
FLOOR IN AN EXISTING STRUC-
TURE. 
 
Address: 1228 Nectarine Street 
APPEAL NUMBER: 23702 
PERMIT NUMBER: 528711 
Appeal Type: USE VARIANCE 
PERMIT FOR THE ERECTION OF AN 
ATTACHED STRUCTURE WITH A 
ROOF DECK ABOVE THE FIRST 
FLOOR REAR ROOF AND ONE INTE-
RIOR PARKING SPACE; SIZE AND LO-
CATION AS SHOWN IN THE SUBMIT-
TED PLAN/APPLICATION. FOR USE 
AS SINGLE FAMILY HOUSEHOLD 
LIVING,  
 
1228 Nectarine Street was previously heard 
in 2014 but due to a submitted amendment 
it will be presented again to the community.  
 

Address: 214 N 12th Street 
Permit #: 652933 
Appeal Type: Use Variance 
PERMIT FOR THE COMPLETE DEMO-
LITION OF EXISTING STRUCTURE 
ON SITE, AND FOR THE ERECTION 
OF AN ATTACHED STRUCTURE, SIZE 
AND LOCATION AS SHOWN ON 
PLANS/APPLICATION. FOR USE AS 
MULTI-FAMILY HOUSEHOLD LIVING 
(6 UNITS), NO SIGNS ON THIS THIS 
PERMIT. 

As part of Philadelphia2035, Philadel-
phiaõs comprehensive physical devel-
opment plan, Race Street between 6th 
and 8th and the surrounding area will 
be seeing redevelopment. The Dela-
ware Valley Regional Planning Com-
mission released a finalized proposal in 
October 2015 which features a reduc-
tion to three traffic lanes, curb exten-
sions, pedestrian islands, and green 
storm water infrastructure. This pro-
ject will reconnect Chinatown with 
Old City, Franklin Square, and Inde-
pendence Mall and lead to further eco-
nomic development of the area. 
 

Currently, the width of and high-speed 
traffic on Race Street between 6th and 
7th is correlated with a fourfold higher 
crash rate than on Race and 5th or 9th 

Streets. The area is hostile to pedestri-
an and bicycle traffic despite the high 
volume of bothñon an average day, 
over 1,000 people cross Race at 6th or 
7th Streets and 200 people bike along 
this route. The redevelopment will fea-
ture curb ramps compliant with the 
Americans With Disabilities Act, im-
proved storm water drainage, and a 
protected bicycle lane that will connect 
to the Benjamin Franklin Bridge bicy-

cle path.  
 

DVRPC studies concluded that the 
narrowing of Race Street is unlikely to 
effect the connections on major cross 
streets and I-676 or I-95, while stabiliz-
ing vehicle speeds along Race and over-
all improving the safety and aesthetics 
of the area. 
 

Proposed developments are summa-
rized in the infographic below, provid-
ed by the Philadelphia City Planning 
Commission. 
 

The next steps will involve finalizing 
the design with stakeholders, obtaining 
funding through potential sources such 
as the Pennsylvania Department of 
Community and Economic Develop-
ment (DCED) Multimodal Transporta-
tion Fund, and further coordination 
with the Pennsylvania Horticultural 
Society as well as the Philadelphia Wa-
ter Department.  
 

Additional information on this ongoing 

project can be found in Renewing Race 

Street: A Mobility Analysis at dvrcp.org 

and at the Philadelphia2035 website, 

phila2035.org.  

 

Renewing Race Street 



 

Zoning and Planning 

 

 

PACDC Community Development Leadership Symposium  

PCDC Represents at  

12.09 .2015 
 

A joined community development practi-
tioners across the city in Philadelphia As-
sociation of Community Development 
Corporationsõ Community Development 
Leadership Institute Symposium on De-

cember 9th. 
Mayor-Elect Jim Kenney gave the keynote address and joined other community developers in a conversation which 
emphasized the teamwork quality of city government and looked towards raising the profile of all Philadelphia neigh-
borhoods. He highlighted the crucial role of commercial corridors and the cityõs programs for community outreach. 
 

PCDC Capacity and Project Manager Sarah Yeung served on a panel discussion of how CDCs are addressing issues 
of community identity. òEngaging a gentrifying population in a historic immigrant neighborhood,ó Yeung pointed 
out, òis not just a matter of speaking the same language. Cultural and geographic differences, in addition to lack of a 
common understanding of community history, can be the real barriers. Dissonant narratives about a neighborhoodõs 

identity, particularly those which are developed by external interests, can 
have real and harmful impacts to the communityõs development. Cultivating 
new leadership is essential to continuing Chinatownõs tradition of strong civ-
ic engagement.ó Maria Gonzalez of HACE moderated the panel, which in-
cluded Andy Trackman of Germantown United, Beverly Harper of Portfolio 
Associates, and Andy Toy, of SEAMAAC and a member of PCDCõs Planning 
Committee..  
PCDC staff members John Chin, Executive Director, and Sarah Yeung, Ca-

pacity and Project Manager, were joined by Planning Committee members 

Geraldine Wang and Andy Toy. 

  

PCDCõs Planning Committee meets on the second Tuesday of each month as the Registered Community Organization (RCO) for the 
boundaries of 8th to 13th Street, Filbert to Spring Garden Street. The next meetings are as follows: 
 
January 12th, 2016, 6:00 p.m. 
February 9th, 2016, 6:00 p.m. 
March 8th, 2016, 6:00 p.m. 
April 12th, 2016, 6:00 p.m. 
May 10th, 2016, 6:00 p.m. 
 

Residents who intend to submit a future application for a zoning variance are encouraged to approach PCDC for guidance. Please 
contact Sarah Yeung at syeung@chinatown-pcdc.org or 215-922-2156. 



 

Holiday Recycling Program 
 
õTis the season for RECYCLING! The Holiday season is one of the best times of year to Get Behind Recycling! By recycling all of 
your holiday gift materials and party supplies, you can help your community and city be more sustainable. Every holiday season, tons 
and tons of valuable recycling materials are diverted from the landfill by your efforts. So, wherever you are during the holidays re-
member to Get Behind Recycling! 
 
If you're earning Philadelphia Recycling Rewards points, now's a great time to redeem your points for holiday gifts and store dis-
counts. To check your point totals and find participating stores or learn more about the Philadelphia Recycling Rewards Program, 
visit: http://www.philadelphiastreets.com/recycling-rewards 
 
From presents to parties, there is a wealth of material to recycle. Check the website to see what materials can go IN and OUT of 
your bin this season: http://www.philadelphiastreets.com/holiday 
Credit to Philadelphia Streets Department 

Business Security Camera Program 
 

The City of Philadelphia encourages all 
businesses especially those owned and 
controlled by women, minority or disabled 
persons to take advantage of the Business 
Security Camera Program.  The Commerce 
Department will award applicants up to 
50% of the total eligible cost with a maxi-
mum of $3,000 per single commercial 
property for the external security camera 
equipment and installation.  Business As-
sociations or other organizations may ap-
ply for the award collectively for cameras 

to be placed on multiple properties with-
in an area and receive 50% reimburse-
ment for the project costs. Applicants 
must be the owner of a commercial oc-
cupied property, an operating tenant 
business, or an established business as-
sociation or community-based org. 
 

 
How to Apply: 
 

 

Step One: Call (215) 683-2172 or visit: 
https://business.phila.gov/business-
security-camera-program/ to obtain an 
application  
 

 

Step Two: Plan your project and get at 
least two (2) contractor estimates 
 

 

Step Three: Submit your application. 
You will need: 

Photographs of your entire store-
front and of the locations where 
cameras will be installed 
Estimates from two (2) licensed 
contractors detailing camera speci-
fications 
A letter from the building owner (if 
not you) granting permission for 
the work 

Send all completed applications to Lin-
da.Lawrence@phila.gov or Linda Law-
rence, Department of Commerce, 1515 

Arch Street, 12th floor, Philadel-
phia, PA 19102.  Please copy 
Betsy Lee, PCDC, 301 N. 9th 
Street, Philadelphia, PA  19107 or 
email blee@chinatown-pcdc.org 
on all correspondence with city. 
You must wait for approval be-
fore beginning work.  Applica-
tion approval usually takes two to 
three weeks. 
 
 

Step Four: if required, get an 
electrical permit and complete 
the work 
 

 

Step Five:  Register your camera 
with the Police and submit for 
reimbursement.  Cameras must 
be registered with the Police De-
partment SafeCam program:  
http://safecam.phillypolice.com/
registration 
 

 

For reimbursement, submit cop-

ies of invoices, proof of payment, 

photos of the installed cameras, a 

screenshot showing all camera 

views and a copy of SafeCam 

registration.   

Safety ð A Small Investment for a Rich Future 

http://www.philadelphiastreets.com/recycling-rewards
http://www.philadelphiastreets.com/holiday
mailto:Linda.Lawrence@phila.gov
mailto:Linda.Lawrence@phila.gov
mailto:blee@chinatown-pcdc.org
http://safecam.phillypolice.com/registration
http://safecam.phillypolice.com/registration


 

Family Suppor t  Ser v ices 

VITA Program Offers Free Tax Preparation 
  

Free federal tax return preparation will be offered by the American Association for Ethnic Chinese (AAEC) in partnership with Phila-
delphia Chinatown Development Corporation (PCDC). This service is a òVolunteer Income Tax Assistanceó (VITA) program with 
IRS-certified volunteers who provide free basic income tax return preparation with electronic filing to qualified individuals.  The VI-
TA program helps people who generally make $54,000 or less, persons with disabilities, or the elderly. Chinese-speaking bilingual vol-
unteers will be available to assist qualified tax fliers who are limited English proficient. 
  
Dates: February 13, 14, 20, 21, 27, 28, and March 5, and 6 (Walk-in sessions) 
Time: 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Location:  PCDCõs office, 301 N. 9th Street 
Must bring: 

2015 W-2 or 1099 form 
1095-A form (If you had Marketplace plan in 2015) 
Social security card(s) 
Income documentation or bank statements, tax-deductible bills 
A copy of your previous yearõs tax return. 

  

If you have any questions, please call PCDC 215-922-6156.  
 

 
We are looking for volunteers to join this program. Requirements to become a VITA volunteer: 
 
1) A desire to serve the community 
2) Willingness to learn basic tax matters and follow VITA procedure 
3) A passing score on the IRS mandated online test (at least Basic level) 
4) Respect for taxpayers and their privacy 
5) Ability to communicate in English, Cantonese, or Mandarin. 
 
No previous experience is required. If you are interested, please contact PCDCõs Ping Lee at 215-922-6156.  

  Free SEPTA Photo IDs for Senior Citizens 

 SEPTA officials are coming to On Lok Center on January 
20, 2016 between the hours of 10:00 am and 3:00 pm to 
offer free òSEPTA Key photo-ID cardsó for Sen-
iors.  Also, State Representative Michael OõBrienõs staff 
will be present to help constituents with applications and 
questions about benefits, rebates, voter registration, and 
other concerns. 

SEPTA will phase out the current òpaper Transit IDó 
cards used by seniors and riders with disabilities as it pre-
pares to introduce SEPTAõs new, modern fare payment 
and collection system, called òSEPTA Key.ó However, 
Seniors can continue to either use a current PA Driverõs 
License or PA non-Driver Photo ID. 

Pennsylvania residents, age 65 years and older, who pos-

sess a PA Driverõs License, a PA non-Driver Photo ID, or a 
òSEPTA Keyó card are automatically eligible to ride FREE at 
all times on all SEPTA transit services (bus, trolley, subway and 
Norristown High Speed Line).  Regional Rail fares for seniors 
will continue to be $1 for rides within the State of Pennsylva-
nia. 

On January 20th the free SEPTA Key photo-ID card for Sen-
iors is based on a first come first serve basis.  You must bring a 
valid form of ID such as Passport, Resident Alien Card, Pace 
ID card, Birth Certificate, Statement of age from US Social 
Security, PA Driver License or PA non-driver ID card to regis-
ter.  Contact Betsy Lee at blee@chinatown-pcdc.org or (215) 
922-2156. 

mailto:blee@chinatown-pcdc.org


 

Housing Counsel ing Program  

PCDCõs Workshop Helps Homebuyers Become Smarter 
Consumers  
 

PCDC invited Bank of America to offer homebuyer and financial education to 
the community. On Wednesday, December 16th, 2015, PCDC Program Manag-
er Ping Ho Lee and Housing Counselor Wendy Lee presented the steps to 
homeownership, and homeownership benefits and responsibilities, while guest 
speaker and Bank of America representative Louella Gray presented infor-
mation about mortgage, refinancing and home equity loans, budgeting, saving, 
and credit. Two additional hours of counseling will earn the11 attendees their 
homebuyer certificates, which can be used to apply for òFirst-time Homebuyeró 
mortgages. 
 

PCDCõs next Homebuyer Education Workshop will be presented in a new for-
mat. It will be split into 2 sessions on different dates. We are hoping this new 
format will make it convenient for participants who had scheduling conflicts 
with previous session.  
 

See information below: 

 

UPCOMING HOUSING  

WORKSHOPS:  

 

1/13/2016ú Homebuyer education workshop 

Session 1 
 

1/20/2016ú Homebuyer education workshop 

Session 2 
 
*** Clients who complete both sessions and one -on-

one counseling will receive a Homeownership 
Certificate  required by many banks for first -time 
homebuyersü mortgage applications.  

 
1/13/2016ú Property Tax Assistance Pro-

grams Workshop : 

¶ Home energy efficiency  

¶ Home repair /Maintenance  

¶ Construction referrals and monitoring  

¶ Cost estimates  

¶ Post -purchase counseling  

PCDC homeownership counselors are WITH YOU EVERY STEP OF THE WAY     

PCDC  

Homeownership  counselors simplify  

                                                        the process of buying a home  


