
 

Zoning and Planning 

Zoning Matters 
Below are the zoning matters within the Chinatown district. Zoning Board of 
Adjustment (ZBA) hearings are held at One Parkway Building, 1515 Arch 
Street, 18th Floor. 
 
Address: 926 Arch Street 
Appeal #: 22213 
Permit #: 509315 
Hearing Date: Tuesday, June 10, 9:30 am 
Appeal Type: Use Variance 
Permit for the erection of two (2) accessory flat wall signs, two (2) accessory 
window signs and two (2) accessory door signs accessory to an existing acu-
puncture performed by a licensed acupuncturist and health practitioner (group 
practitioner) and existing retail sale of herbal products on the first floor as 
previously approved with all other uses as previously approved in an existing 
structure. 
Refusal: Proposed signage area 87.06 SF, allowed 32.00 SF 
Planning Committee decision: Pending 
 
Address: 1229 Buttonwood 
Hearing Date: Wednesday, May 7, 5pm 
Appeal #:22512 
Permit #: 508315 
Appeal Type: Use Variance 
Permit for the erection of an attached three-story single family dwelling with 
interior garage with one parking space, roof deck and roof access enclosure as 
shown on submitted plan 
Planning Committee decision: Support 
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PCDC News 

Address: 1228 Nectarine Street 
Hearing Date: TBA 
Appeal #: TBA 
Permit #: TBA 
Appeal Type: Use Variance 
Permit for the erection of an attached three-story family dwell-
ing with interior one-car parking garage, 8õ curb cut, with two-
story bay window. 
Planning Committee decision: Pending 
 
Next Planning Committee meeting: 
Date: Tuesday, May 13, 6:00 pm 
PCDCõs planning committee meetings review upcoming plan-
ning and zoning matters. Please feel welcome to attend a 
meeting if there is a matter that is of interest. Planning Com-
mittee meetings are held at PCDC at 301 N. 9th St. Please con-
tact Karis Tzeng at (215) 922-2156 to be placed on a future 
monthõs agenda. 
 
Tentative Meeting Agenda: 

Zoning Matters 
1019 Arch 

Street 
Project Updates 

Remapping 
Old Business 
New Business 

 

Upcoming Planning Committee 
Meetings: 
June 10, 6:00 PM 
July 8, 6:00 PM 
August 12, 6:00 PM 
September 9, 6:00 PM 
October 14, 6:00 PM 

Printed by Health Partners Plans 

PCDC welcomes Philip Wan as the newest member of the PCDC Board of Directors. Philip was appointed by 
the Chairman of the Board in April and will be serving on the Finance Committee of the Board. 
 
Philip is an Assurance Manager of the Financial Service Office (FSO) at Ernst & Young, LLP. Born and raised 
in Philadelphia, he earned a Bachelors Degree in Accounting and Finance from Drexel University and is a li-
censed certified public accountant (CPA). 
 
The Chinatown community has been an integral part of Philipõs life. He attended its Catholic elementary 

school, Holy Redeemer School (òHoly Redeemeró), and was a participating member of the nonprofit community organization, the 
Philadelphia Suns (the òSunsó), for most of his adolescence. 
 
From 2008 to 2012, Philip was a volunteer head coach of the high school basketball division (the òRising Sunsó) for the Suns. Similar 
to the benefits he obtained as a member of the Suns, Philipõs primary goal as the head coach was not only to teach the principals and 
fundamentals of basketball ball to òat riskó youths ages 14-18 but to also provide them direct access to a mentor to guide them 
through their personal and academic struggles, as necessary. From 2010 to 2012, he was selected to serve as a board member and 
treasurer of the Suns. In this role, Philip has led and coordinated a number of charitable events to help raise funds for the Suns and 
its initiatives. Additionally, Philip has been a volunteer teacher for Holy Redeemerõs Sunday Youth Group since 2012, providing 
weekly lessons to children of various ages related to Christianity.  



 

 

Community News 

 P r e s e n t s : 

Abandoned Mattresses Are Neigh-
borhood Eye Sore 
 

Old mattresses can be frustrating and difficult to 
dispose of. They are large and bulky, and often-
times cannot be taken away professionally without 
paying a small fee.  However, simply leaving them 
on the curb is considered illegal dumping. 
 

There have been many incidents of people dump-
ing mattresses in Chinatown.  The Streets Depart-
ment has informed PCDC that it will be conduct-
ing investigations of properties to ensure that 
landlords have registered òsolid waste plans.ó  You 
can register your solid waste plan at the cityõs web-
site: <https://secure.phila.gov/streets/
commrecycling/>.  PCDC and the Streets Depart-
ment will educate property owners about the cityõs 
requirements for trash disposal. 
 

In the meantime here are the cityõs guidelines for 
furniture and mattresses: 

¶ Household furniture, mattresses, and box 
springs, which can be compacted by the trash 
trucks, may be set out with your regular trash/
rubbish (up to 2 items per week).  
¶ Mattresses and box springs must be fully con-
tained in a sealed, plastic bag. 

¶ Mattresses and box springs set out without being completely wrapped will 
not be collected. 
¶ Mattresses and box springs taken to the Sanitation Centers will not be ac-
cepted if not wrapped and sealed.  
 

Mattress bags are available at any local home improvement or hardware store 
and on-line. Properly disposing of a mattress takes only a few dollars and 
minutes from your time, but it keeps our sidewalks clean and our drinking wa-
ter safe from leached landfill chemicals. Like any other trash, old mattresses 
must be disposed of responsibly and correctly to ensure a clean community. 

~Kelly Dai, PCDC Intern 

Zoning and Planning 

PennDot Survey   
 
Do you have suggestions for Pennsylvaniaõs roads, highways, or public transportation systems? Help PennDOT identify transportation priorities 
for the state. The Pennsylvania Department of Transportation is soliciting public comments on how to spend transportation funding. Fill out the 
survey at www.PAOnTrack.com before May 30. Comments will be incorporated into PennDOTõs long-range transportation plan and comprehen-
sive freight movement plan. 

Philly Chinatown Ranks #5 in 
USA Today 
 

PCDC is proud to announce that USA Today 
named Philadelphia Chinatown one of the 
òTop 10 Best Chinatownsó across the nation. 
Ranking at #5, Philadelphia was listed along 
with San Francisco, New York City, Chicago, 
and Seattle as a leading hub for Asian Ameri-
can communities. Philadelphia Chinatown was 
recognized as a òsmaller but just-as-bustlingó 
hub as San Francisco, and a òstrong communi-
tyó propelled by families. 
 

The author asked, òSo what exactly makes a 
Chinatown great?ó and noted, òSome China-
towns are more robust than others; rising 
property costs in some downtown areas have 
unfortunately led to a declineé But for those 
communities able to maintain their identity 
and vitality, the sensory experienceé makes 
any visit an adventure.ó The author also noted 
the historical importance of retaining culture 
for these communities: òWhether leaving Chi-
na for issues ranging from poverty, famine or 
political reasons, across the decades, the Chi-
nese have built strong communities that keep 
their ethnic heritage and shared identity; this 
maintained and rich culture is a defining rea-
son that Chinatowns endure and why they're 
so appealing for residents and tourists alike.ó 
 

To see the full article, please go to http://
w w w . u s a t o d a y . c o m / s t o r y / t r a v e l /
destinations/2014/03/08/chinatown-chinese-
asian-food/6173601/ 

 
~Kelly Dai, PCDC Intern 
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Free Chinatown Walking Tour: May 4, 1:00p.m. 
 

What happens to cultural communities that are affected by physical structures such as highways, convention centers, and urban re-
newal?  Where do people find community in small spaces?  What happens when commerce, residents, seniors, youth, artists, activ-
ists, manufacturers, and everything in between share just a few city blocks?  Take a walk through Chinatown, Chinatown North, 
Callowhill and 'Eraserhood' to find out. Meet local business and community leaders along the way! Discussion throughout and af-
terward a tea or dessert.  Led by Former PCDC Main Street Manager Diana Lu! 
For more info, please visit http://www.janeswalk.org/united-states/philadelphia/see-smell-walk-and-taste-chinatown-and-callowhill-philadelphia/ 

https://secure.phila.gov/streets/commrecycling/
https://secure.phila.gov/streets/commrecycling/
http://www.PAOnTrack.com
http://www.janeswalk.org/united-states/philadelphia/see-smell-walk-and-taste-chinatown-and-callowhill-philadelphia/


 

 
Health Coverage Assistance Arrives for Limited English 

Consumers 
 

PCDC, Hahnemann University Hospital and Independence Blue Cross 

teamed up to help Limited English Proficient individuals obtain cover-

age under the new health care law before the March 31st deadline.  The 

team of enrollment advisors and Chinese language interpreters helped 

60 consumers go through the enrollment process at the governmentôs 

Healthcare.gov website during two sessions.  
 

It was a challenge for all involved, including the consumers. The web-

site would not allow consumers who did not have a credit history to 

create an account to apply for health coverage. These consumers were 

required to call the government to enroll.  Call waiting times sometimes 

took hours, and the website was often not working. 
 

During the month of May, Independence Blue Cross will return to 

PCDC to help new enrollees learn more about their health coverage.  If 

you are interested in attending this workshop, call Ping-Ho Lee at 215-

922-2156 for information. 

Local Art Coming to a Plaza 
Near You 
 
Hosted by the Pennsylvania Academy of 
Fine Arts (PAFA), the Art Island program 
seeks to provide a temporary oasis of art 
making in the community through local 
workshops and temporary galleries. Over 
the past few months, PAFA has partnered 
with community members in Chinatown to 
make artwork inspired by PAFAõs art col-
lection. Elizabeth Hamilton, a Teaching 
Artist, held visual art workshops at Chi-
nese Christian Church and Center, Holy 
Redeemer, Sunday Breakfast Mission, Chil-
drenõs Village, FACTS Charter School, On 
Lok House, and with PCDCõs Teen Club. 
Participants created mini paintings and 
drawings which will be displayed in a tem-
porary gallery on the 10th Street Plaza 
throughout the month of May. 
 
What: Outdoor community artwork gallery 
When: May 2ñMay 14 
  Opening reception May 2 5:00pm-7:00pm 
  (Light refreshments will be served) 
Where: 10th Street Plaza (10th and Vine) 

Programs and Services 

tel:215-922-2156
tel:215-922-2156


 

 P r e s e n t s : 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New kids on the  Block  

 

 

 

 

 

 

145 N 11
th

 St  

Audabon Bakes Shop  '�'I�Ç   
Macarons, Pudding and cakes 

56 N 9th St  

Little Place �?z   
Mini Hotpot 

224 N 10th St  

929 Race St  
935 Arch St  

906 Arch St  

Szechuan Chef 61��   
Szechuan cuisine  

Szechwan Dim Sum Restaurant  

�@G-�?
3  
Szechuan Dim Sum 

Race Auto Tag 
PennDot Authorized On
-line Auto Tags 

�/�D�O�D�¾�V���&�D�I�H 
Specialty Drinks 


