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Zoning Matters 
 
Below are the zoning matters within the Chinatown district. Please 
feel free to attend any hearing regarding a matter of interest to you. 
All Zoning Board of Adjustment (ZBA) hearings are held at One 
Parkway Building, 1515 Arch Street, 18th Floor. 
 
Address: 1211 Wood Street 
Appeal #: 22135 
Permit #: 509137 
Hearing Date: Tuesday, March 18; 9:30 AM 
Appeal type: Zoning variance; use variance 
Permit for the erection of an attached structure with cellar and balco-
ny on third floor 
Permit for the erection of an attached structure with a roof deck 
(accessed by two (2) pilot houses, to enclose access stairs only) and 
front decks on the 2nd through 4th floors (outside of property lines); 
for use as multi-family household living (with nine (9) dwelling units). 
Refusal: Proposed use (dwelling) not permitted in I-2; One parking 
space required, zero proposed; rear yard depth required is 8 ft., 5 ft. 
proposed 
Planning Committee decision: Not opposed, with provisos 
 

 
Next Planning Committee meeting: 
 
Date: Monday, March 10, 6:00 pm 
PCDCõs planning committee meetings review upcoming planning and 
zoning matters. Please feel welcome to attend a meeting if there is a 
matter that is of interest. Planning Committee meetings are held at 
PCDC at 301 N. 9th St. Please contact Karis Tzeng at (215) 922-2156 
to be placed on a future monthõs agenda. 
 
Tentative Meeting Agenda: 
 

¶ Zoning Matters 

¶ Project Updates 
                               Remapping 

¶ Old Business 

¶ New Business 
 
 

Casino Hearings Update 
 
The Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board held casino suit-
ability hearings during the last week of January for the re-
maining casino operating license. Five casino operators 
presented their cases before the board, including two Cen-
ter City proposals adjacent to Chinatown, Market8 and 
The Provence. They have both touted their urban revitali-
zation potential for the Market East and the North Broad 
Street corridors, respectively.  The board will most likely 
announce its decision at a regular board meeting. The next 
upcoming board meeting is February 26th.  

Upcoming Planning 
Committee Meetings: 
April 8, 6:00 PM 
May 13, 6:00 PM 
June 10, 6:00 PM 
July 8, 6:00 PM 

Proposed Zoning Bill No. 130920 

A new Zoning Bill (No. 130920) has been presented to 
prohibit medical, dental and health practitioner uses in the 
1st Councilmanic District, which includes Chinatown. Cur-
rently, such uses are permitted by-right. Should this bill be 
passed, any current medical, dental or health practitioner 
uses would be grandfathered in, but future expansions, 
moves, or new practices would not be permitted. These 
health-related businesses would be required to obtain a 
variance from the Zoning Board of Adjustment, front 
costs for zoning appeals and attorney fees. In the end, 
there would be no guarantee that a use permit would be 
approved. This Bill, as written, could impact family medi-
cine practitioners, dentists, herbalists, acupuncturists, ther-
apists, pharmacists, and any other types of health uses. 
PCDC is working with Councilman Squilla to find ways to 
eliminate the hardships that this Bill imposes on well-
intentioned health practitioners, particularly in Chinatown. 
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Main Street Program Banquets ð Chinese New Year 4712 
 
This year, PCDCõs Main Street Program hosted two Chinese New Year banquets on January 31st at Rising Tide Restaurant and 
February 5th at Sang Kee Peking Duck House. Both banquets featured a traditional 10-course Chinese feast, accompanied by cul-
tural performances and a narrative from a local emcee. The feast included dishes traditionally served during the New Year, such as 
lobster for energy, chicken for prosperity and noodles for long life. The emcee explained the history of the holiday and its signifi-
cance to the culture. Chinese New Year is considered the most important holiday of the Chinese culture and typically centers on a 
large family dinner on the eve of the holiday. 56 guests attended the festivities, some coming from as far as Maryland and Mechan-
icsburg, PA to experience an authentic Chinese New Year banquet. Many expressed appreciation for the detailed and thoughtful 
narrative and the variety of performances. Performers included the Philadelphia Suns, Penn Enchord, Xiao Guo, Qiuyue Mao, 
The Chinese American Women's Sisterhood Society of Philadelphia, and Moy Yat Ving Tsun Martial Arts. PCDC looks forward 
to making this an annual tradition for Chinatown! 

Thank you to the following sponsors of  our Chinese New Year Marketing Campaign: 

We now have a Chinatown map brochure. If you are interested in a copy or copies, please contact PCDC 215-922-2156. 

Rayõs Caf® Coffee recognized in Philadelphia Magazine 
 

Congratulations to Rayõs Caf® for being featured in Philadelphia Magazine as one of the top 15 coffee houses in the city.. Rayõs Café 
is truly one of the hidden gems of Chinatown! We hope that you will continue to discover Chinatown hidden treasures. 

Sidewalk Vending Pilot Program 
 

A pilot program for sidewalk vending in Chinatown has been approved! This program will allow storeowners in Chinatown to legal-
ly use the sidewalk as a display area to sell their goods. Sidewalk vending must be associated with an already existing store in China-
town, on 10th Street, Arch Street or Cherry Street. Vending may display only items that are already sold in the store.  
This program will enhance the pedestrian environment by creating a sidewalk that is cleaner and more organized. Displays will help 
attract visitors into stores. During this pilot program, participants in the program will not be fined by L&I if the proper guidelines 
are followed. Applications to the pilot program have been released. For more information and to apply, contact Ping-Ho Lee 215-
922-2156 or plee@chinatown-pcdc.org. Completed application is due by Thursday March 6th, 2014. 

Sang Kee Peking Duck House 
Shiao Lan Kung 
Tai Lake Restaurant 
Tango 
Tea Do 
Terakawa Ramen 
Xiõan Sizzling Woks 
Yakitori Boy 
Yummy Yummy 
Luen Fong Food & Produce 

Asia Crafts Inc. / Sanrio 
Asia Supermarket 
China Arts 
Green Land Tea House & Bakery 
Gyration Boutique 
Jade Harbor Restaurant 
King Market 
M Kee 
New Mong Kok Station 
Ocean City Restaurant 
Rising Tide Restaurant 

mailto:plee@chinatown-pcdc.org


 

The 3rd Annual Lunar New Year Flower Market 
 
To welcome the Year of the Horse, PCDC hosted the 3rd Annual 
Flower Market on Saturday, February 25th and Sunday, February 
26th on the 10th Street Plaza. Chinese tradition calls for house-
holds to prepare for the new year with fresh flowers, sweet treats, 
and luck-bearing gifts. Even though Saturday was snowy and 
windy, the Philadelphia Suns came out and performed a colorful 
lion dance at the 
Market. The event 
a l s o  f e a t u r e d 
freshfruit, flowers 
and crafts from 
King Market, China 
Art Company, Flow-
er Expressions and 
On Lok House. The 

weather on 
Sunday im-
proved, with 
snow falling at 
the tail end of 
the event. Spe-
cial thanks to 
our volunteers 
for their dedi-

cated help in setting and cleaning up through the poor weather.   

$1-a-Day Keeps Chinatown Clean!  
 
Have you seen our cleaning staff on the street, keeping 
Chinatown clean? Will you contribute to their efforts? 
100% of your $1-a-Day donation goes towards program 
expenses. PCDC is actively seeking new $1-a-Day con-
tributors from residents and businesses.  We thank those 
who continue to contribute. Our growing community 
needs your participation, support and encouragement! 
Please consider becoming a member or making a one-
time contribution to support your community. If inter-
ested, please contact PCDC at 215-922-2156. 
 

FAQ: òWhat can I do to help keep China-

town clean?ó 
Residents (For a more pleasant place to live): 

Take your litter home 

Sweep the front of your house 

Place your trash on the curb the evening before trash 

collection day 

Businesses (For a more attractive place to shop): 

Put a trash can by your business entrance 

Sweep your storefront daily 

Follow the Philadelphia Streets Department Regula-

tions 

Everyone: 

Report illegal trash dumping 

Report accumulation of street litter, including leaf 

build-up 

Report overflowing litter bins 

How to report a problem: 

Call Philly311 by dialing 3-1-1 (ask for interpreter if 

needed by saying òChineseó) 

EmailPhilly311@phila.gov 

Go online at http://www.phila.gov/311/ 

Call for New Main Street Committee Members!  
 
Date: Monday 3/10/2014 
Time: 2:30 PM ð 3:30 PM 
Place: PCDC Office (301-305 N 9th St) 
 
Description: The Main Street Committee works to promote the 
Chinatown Commercial Corridor by organizing events, combining 
local resources and outreaching to businesses. If you are interested 
in these issues and want to learn how you can get involved, come 
and join us at the upcoming meeting. There is no commitment nec-
essary to come to the meeting. Please RSVP to register your name. 
For more information about the Main Street Program and the 
Committee, please call Main Street Manager Ping-Ho Lee at 215-
922-2156 or email her plee@chinatown-pcdc.org. 

http://www.phila.gov/311/
tel:215-922-2156
tel:215-922-2156
mailto:plee@chinatown-pcdc.org


 

 P r e s e n t s : 

Do you want to be a Fest exhibitor? 
 

The 3rd Annual Philly Farm & Food Fest is scheduled for Sun-
day, April 13, 2014 at Pennsylvania Convention Center Annex! 
Philly Farm & Food Fest is an unparalleled opportunity to con-
nect with thousands of visitors through samples, promo mate-
rials, and products for sale. Beyond the Convention Center, 
your brand will be featured in the popular event guide distribut-
ed in advance to GRID Magazine's circulation of over 25,000, 
which has become a reference for the best in local goods and 
services. Enjoy the benefits of a professional marketing and PR 
campaign - all for a minimal cost. Applications are being ac-
cepted on a rolling basis, so act fast to secure your chance to 
participate. Space is limited so donõt delay! 
                  
 

 
 

The rates are shown above and do not include electricity, but 
DO include table linens, access to a temporary hand-washing 
station, health department application, inspection fees, 2 fold-
ing chairs, teamster assistance for load in and load out, exten-
sive advance marketing, promotion of the event and your busi-
ness, and inclusion in a full color printed program in Grid Mag-
azine with advance circulation of 30,000 copies. 
For more details, please go to: http://phillyfarmfest.org/
exhibitor-101/ 
 

If you have questions, you can email info@phillyfarmfest.org 
or contact PCDC 215-922-2156 for assistance. 

Booth Details 

Small Business  

(Revenues under $1 

mil) 

Large Business 

(Revenues over $1 mil) 

8 ft x 8 ft booth 

with 1 table 

$225 $550 

16 ft x 8 ft booth 

with 2 tables 

$450 $1000 

24 ft x 8 ft booth 

with 3 tables 

$650 $1500 

32 ft x 8 ft booth 

with 4 tables 

$850 $2000 

Business Center 

Having trouble finding a 
parking spot? 
 

With all the snow we have had this 
year, parking became an issue. To 
avoid ticketing and wasting time look-
ing for parking, take advantage of our 
PCDC validated parking program. 
This program offers discounted park-
ing for as little as $1/hour. You will 
need to get a parking voucher ($3 off 
the regular rate) from one of the fol-
lowing locations: 
 
Asian Bank  
111 N 9th St, Philadelphia, PA 19107 
*Transaction required 
 

Sang Kee Peking Duck House  
238 N 9th St, Philadelphia, PA 19107 
*Purchase Required 
 

Chinese Culture and Arts 
126 N 10th St, Philadelphia, PA 19107 
 

For more information, please visit Asian Bank, Sang Kee Pe-
king Duck House or contact PCDC at 215-922-2156. 

http://phillyfarmfest.org/exhibitor-101/
http://phillyfarmfest.org/exhibitor-101/
mailto:info@phillyfarmfest.org

