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PCDC NEWS

PCDC Board Election Results

PCDC’s Board Election was held on Oct. 16™ and
17", We extend our congratulations to our new
Board Members Grace Wu Kong and Glenn
Mark.

2011-2012 Board Members

Carol Wong, Vice Chair
Aileen Liong, Secretary

Rev. Tom Betz, Chairman
Harry Leong, Treasurer

Margaret Chin Wai Man Ip Joe Kim
George Moy Gary Ng Phil Sheau
Andrew Toy Thomas Wong

Anthony Wong Cecilia Moy Yep

Newly joined Board Members:

Grace Wu Kong — as the Cen-
sus 2010 Partnership Specialist,
Ms. Kong was responsible for
coordination and outreach in
the 5-State region. She is the
President of Chinese American
Women'’s Sisterhood Society of
J Philadelphia(CAWSSP) which
organized voter registration drives, fundraising
drives for victims, and most recently held a ten-
year anniversary memorial service for the victims
of 9/11. As a member, she has volunteered to help
immigrant women, seniors, and youth. CAWSSP
also offered holiday parties for low-income chil-
dren, luncheons for seniors, and partners with
PCDC to hold an annual Easter Egg hunt. Ms.
Kong is also a member volunteer for the Asian
American Women’s Coalition, which mentors and
financially assists young women applying for col-
lege. Ms. Kong has three children.

Glenn Mark is a resident
of Chinatown and owner
of East Asia Noodle Com-
pany. He is a former board
member who wants to
help improve Chinatown for the betterment of all.

PCDC is honored - "Making a Difference’ Award
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HEALTH P\I{ I \ Il R On October 19”‘, PCDC
FOUND AT‘OP was one of four honprees
: to receive the “Making a
) Difference Award”, pre-
sented by Health Partners
and the Health Partners
Foundation. Other honor-
ees included Lisa Nutter,
President of Philadelphia
Academies, Reginald
Coleman, Murrell Dob-
bins CTE High School
Senior; and the Federation of Neighborhood Centers.

Ms. Lisa Nutter has worked tirelessly to expand life and economic op-
tions for Philadelphia public school students through career-focused pro-
gramming, preparing young people for life after high school graduation.

Mr. Reginald Coleman was honored for his commitment to community
service at his local church, school, and at Rubye’s Kids—where he has
helped with setup and bringing joy and support to over 500 underserved
inner city children, many of whom are from local homeless shelters.

The Federation of Neighborhood Centers’ “Teen 4 Good” initiative
enlists at-risk youth to transform vacant lots into urban farms. These en-
vironmentally friendly plots promote community pride, provide nutri-
tious food for the neighborhood and stimulate the local economy while
providing these youth with a sense of responsibility, ownership, and
pride in what they can and have accomplished.

PCDC would like to congratulate all of the honorees of this year’s
“Making a Difference Award”. You are all doing truly amazing work
and the Philadelphia community is a better place because of you. We are
humbled to be considered among the ranks of such dedicated and com-
passionate individuals.

PCDC would also like to thank Health Partners and the Health Partners
Foundation for its recognition of PCDC and its work in the Chinatown
community. PCDC values the partnership that we have built with Health
Partners and hope we can continue working together to better the lives of
the communities that we serve.
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CLEANING PROGR.ANM PCDC’s $1-a-Day Cleaning Campaign
S L—X , Gains Support

The $1-a-Day Cleaning Campaign has made an enormous differ-

ence in Chinatown. The street sweeping is keeping the streets

clean, and helping the businesses by making Chinatown more
[t « <a o e @ attractive and inyiting to Vi.sitors: NOVV. in its thirteenth week, the
"""""""""""""""" $1-a-Day Cleaning Campaign will begin the next phase of the

campaign, which is enforcement.

PCDC and the Main Street Committee met with Streets Department Deputy Commissioner Carlton Williams, Sanita-
tion Supervisor Robert Carter, three sanitation officers, and Donald Carlton, Director of Operations on September 21, 2011 to
discuss enforcement. We will be identifying trouble spots in the neighborhood. These are areas where people are illegally
dumping their trash. The Streets Department and PCDC will invite residents, landlords, and businesses to block meetings to
find solutions to eliminate these trouble spots. We need your help. You can help by calling 311 or PCDC to report illegal
dumping and to identify trouble spots. It is a simple process. Just dial 311 on your phone, report the address where the trash
is being illegally dumped, and ask the city for a tracking number. If you see a driver dump trash in Chinatown, write down
the license plate and call 911.

Keeping Chinatown clean requires a community effort. Our three-person street sweeping team sweeps the area from
Arch Street to Callowhill Street and from 9™ Street to 12™ Street. Also, we are noticing business owners and residents taking
better care of their sidewalks and neighborhood. And Lorraine Lew, a Main Street committee volunteer and Chinatown resi-
dent, has visited preschools to talk to children about how to keep Chinatown clean. The children have been very receptive.
We hope to involve the parents through the children.

If you would like to support the $1-a-Day Cleaning Campaign, please contact Rachel Mak. All the funds raised help
pay for the three street sweepers. As we work to improve the cleaning program, we welcome any comments or suggestions
that you may have. Please feel free to contact Rachel Mak at 215-922-2156.
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Creating Confidence & Succes®

PCDC'’s youth program was founded with the mission to keep teens off the streets, reduce the dropout rate, and engage the
youth in community affairs. The program also recognizes the importance of recreational activities and exposes teens to a va-
riety of sports activities.

Serving teens between the ages of 14 to 18 years old, PCDC youth program participants gather every Mondays, Wednesdays,
and Fridays from September to June. On Monday from 4:30pm to 6:30pm, Sebastian Cherng, SAT Prep Class instructor
teaches SAT preparation class to high school students. This program was an added component to our youth program from last
year and is popular among the high school students. The teacher, Sebastian Cherng, a PHD candidate of UPenn has years of
experience teaching and tutoring youth for this SAT class. The class is offered after school, once a week and is open to eve-
ryone; however, teaching sessions are delivered with cultural sensitivity geared towards helping immigrant youth learn best
testing practices. This year, a homework/one-on-one tutoring component has been added to the SAT Prep class. The tutor-
ing session led by two students from UPenn, Casey Li and Ailin Cao is designed to serve both current high school students
and new immigrant students with homework/SAT one-on-one help. This class meets on Fridays from 4pm to 6pm. Please
bring in your homework. Students that attend find both the teacher and this extra help very helpful. Not only is it good prac-
tice to enhance students’ academic and test taking skills but also provides a safe environment where they can learn and ask
questions. On Wednesdays from 5:30pm to 8:30pm, the youth meet at Holy Redeemer school's

gym for sports activities, basketball, badminton, volleyball, and chess are among the fun activi-

ties on Wednesdays. If you are interested in participating in these sports activities, please contact S A' I t
Wei Chen at QQ.763070717

For more information about the PCDC youth program, please contact PCDC at 215-922-2156.




Community News

Eastern Tower Chinatown Community Center Project

Date: Wednesday, November 2
Time Doors Open @ 6:45 p.m.
Presentation @ 7:00 p.m.

Location: Holy Redeemer Chinese Catholic Church
and School

915 Vine Street, Philadelphia, PA 19107

PCDC will make a presentation of the the Chinatown Community Cen-
ter Project /mixed use development at the Northwestern Corner of 10™
and Vine Streets.

*%% Recreation * Health * Retail * Residential ***

Community Objects to New Tax District

Philadelphia Chinatown Development Corporation (PCDC) testified in
opposition to Bill 110307 before the Rules Committee of City Council on
Thursday, October 27", In total more than twenty organizers, volunteers,
residents, business owners, and property owners testified against Bill
110307. Bill 110307 proposes to create a Neighborhood Improvement
District, which will levy an approximate 7% tax on all property owners in
the district. It was evident that the new tax would place additional bur-
dens on businesses. Rich Arts at 13" and Vine testified that the new tax
would put an additional strain on his finances. His sign business has not
recovered since the start of the recession in late 2007.

At the first hearing on September 20", PCDC and residents organized op-
position to the Bill. More than 100 people, showed up at the hearing bran-
dishing signs and chanting. Many testified. That united front convinced
Councilman DiCicco to amend the Bill and exclude 90 homes in the southeastern area, bounded 8", 10", Vine, and Callowhill
Streets, from the new tax district.

The opposition at the second hearing on October 27" was strong. Many businesses attended the hearing to testify. The opposi-
tion reflected the diversity of the neighborhood: residents; retailers; manufacturers; and Caucasian, Asian, and African American
residents. They did not want to be taxed again. Since June 2010, real estate taxes have increased 13.85%. If this new tax is ap-
proved, property owners will pay 20.85% more in taxes. Our neighborhood will have experience the sharpest real estate tax in-
crease than any other neighborhood in Philadelphia in this same period of time. People were shouting “taxation without repre-
sentation” at the hearing.

At the end of the hearing, after all the testimony against the Bill, the Council members of the Rules Committee voted in favor of
Bill 110307. This starts a 45-day period of objection in which property owners will vote. Property owners who do not want this
new tax district must submit an opposition petition to City Council. PCDC can help property owners. Those who have been si-
lent must now voice their opposition, if they want to defeat the Bill. It will require 51% of the property owners to vote against the Bill.

General Election

PCDC encourages community members to vote on November 8th, Election Day. Here are the two poll sites for Chinatown resi-
dents: Chinese Christian Church & Center (225 N. 10th Street) and the Folk Arts-Cultural Treasures Charter School (1023 Cal-
lowhill Street) . First time voters must bring a form of photo identification, or a utility bill that includes their address

There will be Chinese interpreters assigned to the new Chinatown poll site, the City has a Telephone Interpreter Service avail-
able. Ask the Election Board member (polling place officials) working at the table to assist you in using the service. Voters can
also bring their own interpreters into the voting booth with them.




Night Market Chinatown 10.6. 2011

In conjunction with The Food Trust, PCDC hosted Night Market Chinatown on October 6. The event was held on 10"
Street from Arch to Winter Street. The primary goals of bring the Night Market to Chinatown were to promote economic ac-
tivity and to draw more visitors into the community. The Philadelphia Suns kicked off the event by performing the traditional
Chinese Dragon Dance. Shortly after, Kevin Dow, Acting Chief Operating Office City of Commerce Department and Senior
Vice President, Henri Moore of Citizens Bank presented PCDC with a very generous donation. By this time, just half an hour
into the event, thousands had already passed through the Chinatown Friendship gate, anxious to sample delectable dishes
from approximately 40 different food vendors. In all, more than 10,000 people attended the Night Market, making it the larg-
est, most successful Night Market to date. People of all ages, ethnicities, cultures, and parts of the Philadelphia area came to
share the night with food, music, and laughter.

The types of foods ranged from tacos to tofu; there was Chinese, Indonesian , Italian, Mexican and everything in between.
Asian options included Chinatown mainstays like QT Vietnamese Restaurant, Veggie Lovers Vegetarian Restaurant, Hong
Kong Bakery, Yummy Yummy, and Chinatown Café. Vendors like Avenida, Dapper Dog, Foo Truck, Hardena Resto, Made
in the Shade, Sweetbox, and Vernalicious also graced Spring Street to serve affordable, delicious foods to the masses. Besides
food, guests enjoyed and danced to fresh beats from Foxx Boogie ::Scratch DJ::, martial arts presentation by Moy Yat Ving
Tsun Martial Intelligence, and performances by Atma, UPenn's award-winning, all-female South Asian fusion a cappella
group. Arts and crafts vendors also displayed their talents and sold their work at the event. Sarah Yeung of Hands and Pages
sold her hand-bounded journals and albums. Mr. Wei Juan Zhang displayed his oil and watercolor paintings. Before hopping
into the next food truck line, many guests also stopped by Asian Organic Produce Farmer Dr. Ed Yin and Xiuqin Qin of
Queens Farm to browse and purchase from the variety of organic produce offered.

As this was the first time PCDC has helped host the Night Market, we relied on feedback from attendees, vendor participants,
and the Chinese community to help us evaluate the successes and failures of the Night Market. Preliminary feedback shows
that attendees were pleased with the location and felt that the event was an overall success, however, many indicated that they
wished there were more vendors selling Chinese food. Others complained that the lines were too long. Participating vendors
who replied to PCDC’s survey reported significant profits and some had trouble keeping up with the demand. Some busi-
nesses reported that they saw more than a 100% increase in sales during the night of the event, others felt left out from the
night market and were not even aware that the event was happening, despite PCDC publishing articles about the Night Market
in our monthly newsletter for six months leading up to the event and PCDC also reached out to more than 20 Chinese busi-
nesses in the area, with only 4 ultimately participating. PCDC staff will be making personal visits to many of the Chinatown
businesses in order to get more detailed feedback. If you would like to discuss your opinions of the Night Market and your
suggestions as to how it can be improved, please call Rachel at 215-922-2156.

PCDC would like to extend a special thanks to those restaurants along 10™ Street that lent us their electricity the night of the
event. We also would like to thank On Lok Senior House, Chinese Christian Church and Center, Imperial Inn, and Chinatown
Café for all of their help and contributions to the Night Market. The event would also not have been possible without the very
generous donations and continued support from our sponsors, Citizens Bank and State Farm.
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PCDC’s $1-a-Day Cleaning Campaign
Gains Support
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