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PCDC’s Annual Lunar New Year Celebration Ban-
quet
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The Philadelphia Chinatown Development Corporation (PCDC)

will be celebrating the Year of the Dragon on Friday, February

3th at 5:30 p.m. PCDC hosts an annual fundraiser to help sustain
the organization. The funds raised from this banquet will support
our work and new initiatives.

For sponsorship and ticket information, please contact John Chin
ot Rachel Mak at 215/922-2156 or rmak@chinatown-pcdc.otg.

Donate to PCDC

You can support PCDC through your workplace. Individuals from
both private workplaces and federal workplaces can contribute to
PCDC. Every dollar donated will support our programs.

Combined Federal Campaign
Combined Federal Campaign #68065
(for federal employees)

*Philadelphia Chinatown Development Corp. can be found in the Combined
Federal Campaign (CFC) book of Philadelphia and the Lehigh Valley.

United Way Campaign

Private sector employees can contribute to:

UWSEPA campaign #00173. Y
A

There is another option to donate. Make purchases

through the PCDC Amazon E-Store found on our website
www.chinatown-pecdc.org. It's the same as shopping on Ama-
zon.com. Amazon will donate 4% of your purchase to PCDC,
however, you must use our PCDC link to the Amazon store.
PCDC will NOT receive the referral bonus for your purchase. We
hope you enjoy your shopping experience knowing that you are
helping us accomplish our mission.

Eastern Tower Community Center
Reaches Milestone

Philadelphia Chinatown moves one step closer toward
building neighborhood community and mixed-use
center. The Eastern Tower — the 23-story mixed-use
Chinatown Community Center project at the north-
west corner of 10™ and Vine Streets received city
planning’s and zoning’s blessings.

PCDC received two project approvals. On Tuesday,
November 15, 2011 the Philadelphia City Planning
Commission voted to recommend the granting of
zoning variances for Eastern Tower Community Cen-
ter project to the Zoning Board of Adjustment. On
the following day, Wednesday, November 16, 2011,
the Zoning Board of Adjustment approved the grant-
ing of two zoning variances required to build the cen-
ter. This is a major step toward making our new mul-
tifunction facility a reality and a great leap forward for
Chinatown and people who live and work here. In
addition to the recreational space and class rooms, it
will provide about 11,000 square feet of ground floor
retail space, 16,000 square feet of office space, and
144 residential units. We thank Chinatown resi-
dents and business owners, community leaders
and organizations and our Board members for
their critical roles in helping us reach this milestone.
We delivered 34 letters of support and more than 200
support signatures.

We are thankful for the support, encouragement
and dedication to this project.




Community News

Owners Tell City the 10t Street Bike Lane Is Hurting Business

Traffic congestion along 10t Street has spiked since the city painted lines for a bike
lane from Callowhill to Market Street in early November. PCDC arranged a meet-
ing with Philadelphia Transportation Deputy Commissioner Steve Buckley and
community businesses on November 215t at Joy Tsin Lau Restaurant. He was
joined by Aaron Ritz and Parking Authority representative Richard Dickson. Mr.
Buckley presented three ideas to abate factors in his opinion that contribute to traf-
fic congestion: $§5 evening parking rates at the Philadelphia Parking Authority Gal-
lery garage; truck loading/unloading houts; and more on street parking. The idea
which drew the most favorable interest was the discounted parking at the PPA ga-
rage. The truck loading hours raised logistical concerns and did not seem to gain
support at the meeting. Mr. Buckley’s solution for increased on street
parking was ongoing.

More than 50 people attended the meeting; a dozen business owners
and community leaders spoke up against the proposal to the cheers
of the attendees. Attendees posed a variety of questions including
the methodology used to select 10t Street. The general consensus
was that the bike lane will continue to worsen traffic, thus discourag-
ing visitors from coming to Chinatown.

Mr. Leung, owner of Tai Lake Restaurant, said that he has lost 10%
of his revenue because of the economic recession and another 10%
of his revenue within the last two weeks. Gary Ng, president of On
Lok Senior Housing at 10" and Spring Streets observed that the bike lane has created dangerous conditions for cars exit-
ing from Spring onto 10t Street and seniors attempting to cross the intersection. Ms. Lin Liu stated that it took him 20
minutes to travel from Callowhill to Arch Street one Saturday. Ms. Wong of Chinatown Learning Center reported prob-
lems for her preschool parents in the morning.

Steve Buckley said 25% of the traffic volume came from the vehicles circulating for parking, and the problem could be
eased by providing parking vouchers at PPA garage at 10t and Filbert Streets and implementing the early loading hours
in Chinatown.

PCDC is most concerned with the impact to Chinatown’s businesses, which employ 7,500 people. Many limited English
proficient people depend on a healthy economy in Chinatown for employment, and we do not want the bike lane to ex-
acerbate the difficult business environment. PCDC repeated that 10t Street is a thoroughfare for traffic from Vine
Street Expressway, Ben Franklin Bridge, and Interstate 95. The city must come up with metrics to measure the bike
lane’s impact to businesses in additional to the volume of cars and bikes. Chinatown is a very concentrated commercial
corridor that depends on visitors. PCDC will continue its effort of negotiating and work on to end the pilot program
earlier than the original proposed date.

Planning begins for Spring Garden Street
PCDC attended the Spring Garden Street Green-
S GTTIT G L A AT 2 (SGSG) public meeting on October 27 to
;“‘ﬁ!r el To RER. NEtGhBoRHooD To Nelgreotwoop  hear about the plans for a walking and biking trail,

‘ which connects the Delaware and Schuylkill Rivers
along Spring Garden Street.. The Pennsylvania Environmental Council (PEC) is seeking to transform Spring Garden
Street in Center City into a greenway that pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists and transit riders of all ages and abilities will
be able to safely move along and enjoy. This exciting project has the potential to tame Spring Garden Street and connect
neighborhoods like Chinatown to the greenway.

The next meeting of SGSG will be on Tuesday, December 6, 2011 at 6:30 p.m. and will be held at the German Society of
Pennsylvania, which is located at 611 Spring Garden Street. Please go to http://www.springgardenstreetgreenway.com/ for more

information.
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$1-a-Day Campaign Update — Enforcement Begins

The Main Street $1-a-Day Cleaning Campaign thanks our two newest pay-
i 35 ﬁﬁ ing members:

50 $1-a-Day Brentwood Condominium Association —
® rshi 1010 Race Street
2 Shelly Electric Company — 1124 Callowhill
g Street
=
%
# Mar Jun Aug Sep Oct Nov

We hope that you will become a member and support the cleaning campaign.

PCDC asked readers last month in our October newsletter to help identify locations where illegal dumping is occurring,
and you did. Thanks to your help and the $1-a-Day sweeping staff the following locations were reported to the Streets
Department:

® |226N. 10 Street

Southwest corner of 10t and Wood Streets 1030 Wood Street
11th and Wood Street

1025 Cherry Street

TRASH | 904 Arch Street

PCDC will ask enforcement officers to assess these areas and the Streets Department to invite surrounding property
owners to talk about solutions.

$1-a-Day Cleaning Campaign is a three-prong program. First, PCDC hired a three-person street sweeping team at the
beginning of August. Second, Lorraine Lew, a Main Street volunteer, kicked off PCDC’s education efforts by reaching
out to the children at Chinatown Learning Center. PCDC believes that education starts early, and these children will
take these newly learned practices home and educate their family members. In addition, PCDC is working with the
Streets Department to translate educational materials to distribute to the community. Third, enforcement has begun.

If you would like to support the $1-a-Day Cleaning Campaign, please contact Rachel Mak. All the funds raised help pay
for the three street sweepers. As we work to improve the cleaning program, we welcome any comments or suggestions
that you may have. Please feel free to contact Rachel Mak at 215-922-2156.

Chinatown Chinese New Year Celebration!

Chinese New Year is just around the corner and PCDC is looking forward to celebrating the Year of the Dragon! Every
year Chinatown hosts a celebration to bring in the New Year. This is an opportunity to bring more visitors to Chinatown
to see what wonderful shops, restaurants, and other activities that our community has to offer. PCDC is secking ideas
from the community as to how we can bring more tourists and more money into our local economy and especially to
Chinatown. Chinatown’s many small businesses rely on tourism to maintain a stable flow of income during this eco-
nomic recession. Please help us in supportlng our commumty by offering suggestions as to how we can attract visitors to

~ - 2 our Chinese New Year celebration and to promote

i Chinatown to be a tourist destination.

Last year, PCDC helped organized the New Year
Parade, placed ads for businesses in local magazine
and Chinatown. If you have any suggestions, please
contact PCDC Main Street Committee member at 215-
922-2156. We look forward to hearing from you!
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Deadline for NID Opposition
—~——— The deadline for property

‘ owners to submit a letter of
opposition against the Callow-
0 hill Reading Viaduct

i Neighborhood Improvement
§ District (CRVNID) is Satur-
day, December 10t which is
the end of the forty-five day
period permitted by the legislation.

Property owners within the proposed boundaries of the
CRVNID are being asked to pay an additional 7% on top
of their real estate taxes plus a 5% increase on the assess-
ment each year after. The city already applied a 10% real
estate tax increase in 2011, and a second 3.85% real estate
tax increase for January 2012. If the CRVNID is ap-
proved, property owners in Chinatown North will have
been assessed three tax increases totaling 20.85% in less
than an eighteen month period, and assessed at a rate
higher than any other neighborhood in Philadelphia dur-
ing the same period.

City Council Rules Committee approved the creation of
the NID via Bill 110307 after two public hearings on Sep-
tember 20t and October 27t PCDC along with other
concerned residents, community leaders, and business
owners attended both hearings and testified against the
Bill. Despite the strong show of opposition, the Rules
Committee approved Bill 110307. October 27t kicked off
the 45-day period of objection, which ends on December
10, If by the end of the 45 days, Council has not re-
ceived objections filed by 51% or more of the property
owners within the proposed boundaries of CRVNID, the
district will take effect.

There is still time for property owners to submit letters of
opposition. Please contact PCDC at 215-922-2156 for information.

Job Opportunity

Senior Community Service Employment Program
(SCSEP) is seeking qualified applicants for their job place-
ment program. The program assists low-income seniors
who seek employment by assigning them to temporary on
-the-job training assignments at a 501(c)(3) nonprofit or-
ganization. The goal of the program is to promote self-
sufficiency for older individuals who are working to
achieve the American Dream. The program is a federally
funded program under Title V of the Older Americans
Act and is sponsored at the national level by the National
Asian Pacific Center on Aging.

To qualify you must be:

¢ Between the ages of 55 and 65 years
¢ A resident of Philadelphia County
¢ A U.S. citizen or permanent resident
¢ Meet federal income guidelines
¢ Documents Needed
1. Picture I.D /Drivers License /Non-Drivers License
2. Social Security Card
3. Working credit award letter (if applicant doesn’t have
SSA)
4. Proof of all Income (such as, SSI, SSA, Food stamp,
pension, unemployment...etc for 2011 award letter)
5. 2010 tax report & 1040 of previous year if taxes are
filed
6. Resume
7. Optional if asked for by Project Director
House or Apt Lease contract—Family size proof
Income of other Person living in home—Ilast 6
months pay stub
If applicant is supported by family member a letter
is needed
from family member (usually son, daughter or
both)

For more information, please contact Joseph Lee, SCSEP
Project Director at 215-224-0358 lee.sukgu@verizon.net Of
Rachel Mak, PCDC at 215-922-2156.

Learning at the Independence Branch Library
18 S. 7th Street

Philadelphia, PA 19106

(7th Street between Market & Chestnut)

L]Earree

Rﬂkq\ OF

Tuesdays and Thursdays: 12 noon to 2 p.m. Chinatown Language Club For Mandarin speakers, gentle help
with English conversation and with preparation for the U.S. Citizenship exam led by coordinator, Jack Burch..

Fridays: 10 a.m. to 12 noon U.S. Citizenship Examination Preparation For Mandarin speakers, study for the U.S.
Citizenship examination and improve your English with teacher, Shuping Hou.

Fridays: 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. Line Dancing (taught in Mandarin) A casual hour of fun, exercise and line dancing..

Fridays: 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. The Chinese Web (taught in Mandarin) Learn to use and enjoy the Chinese language software on

the library’s computers.
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