PCDC 201-305 N. 9th Street

~
~ - -

et e el

PCDC was formed in 1966 to preserve, protect and promote Chinatown as a viable ethnic, business and residential community,
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Www.chinatown-pede.org

215/922-2156  215922-7232 (FAX)

PCDC NEWS

The Disappearance of Chinatown North

If the city council bill No.
110307 introduced on

.| April 28, 2011 by Coun-

“| cilman DiCicco is passed,
our neighborhood China-
town North will be called
Callowhill Reading Via-
duct Neighborhood Im-
provement District
(CRVNID), and business
owners and residents, in-
cluding low-income fami-
lies, will see their real
estate taxes increase again

[] ProposedBoundary

(see map above).

In accordance with brochure distributed by CRVNID, the tax
increase will be used on improvements ranging from street
cleaning, street lighting to preservation of open space etc. But
the most critical issue facing Chinatown’s most underserved
population — an adequate supply of affordable housing - has
been neglected and even rendered impossible to deal with.
With no public meeting held, the CRVNID claimed that they
have gained support from Chinatown residents and businesses.
However, based on the informal conversations PCDC staff has
had with Chinese speaking residents in this area, the reactions
were “have no idea about it” or not supportive at all. Their
process was not transparent and engaging. PCDC does not
support Council Bill No. 110307. The Bill is flawed and the
process, which created the Bill was flawed. We are meeting
with CRVNID to discuss the matter. We would like to have

feedback from the Chinatown Community. — Xin Ge, Special Pro-
Jects Manager

Chinatown Film Project Open House

What
makes

DRSCOVERTNG HESTOREC CHE

B FILG PROJECT China-
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worth
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Dﬂ ing?

vite you
to come
and
share
your
answer
to this question, and any other stories you have about the
Chinatown neighborhood! The Discovering Historic China-
town Film Project is holding an Open House at the PCDC
tent at the Chinatown Block Party on Saturday, July 2". We
will be conducting interviews for an online film series on
Chinatown’s neighborhood history. Translators will be
available.

The following questions may prompt your memory:

0 Where did you spend the most time in Chinatown?
What do you remember about this place?

0 Where did something significant happen to you in Chi-
natown? (Meeting your spouse, family reunion, etc.)

0 What makes Chinatown different from other Philadel-
phia neighborhoods?

- Sarah Yeung, Special Projects and Development Associate
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Community News

Community Center Naming Contest

ATTENTION CHINATOWN! We are inviting YOU to enter names
for the forthcoming Chinatown mixed-use community center. We are
looking for a permanent name for the building, which is temporarily
named “Eastern Tower Community Center.” Simply mail the informa-
tion below back to our office at 301 N. 9™ Street. If your entry is se-
lected, you will receive a $25 gift certificate to a Chinatown dim sum
restaurant.

This project is a mixed-use building with commercial, residential, and
community spaces. This project has been planned for many years and
will satisfy our community’s many needs. It will offer indoor recreation
space for the youth and elderly. The name should reflect our ethnic com-
munity and preferably be submitted in English and Chinese. Your entry
will be reviewed by the PCDC project committee, which will make an
announcement this summer. You may submit multiple entries. There is

no guarantee that your entry will be selected, or used on the final project.

You can also email your entry to Xin Ge, Special Projects Manager at
xinge(@chinatown-pcdc.org.

Name:

Phone Number:

Email:

Suggested Name for the Community Center :

Reasons for the suggested name:

Spotlight on the Funder:

= PECO Becomes Newsletter’s Print

—
= — =
— Sponsor

We are pleased to announce that

PECO will be sponsoring the printing
of our monthly bi-lingual newsletter. The newsletter is our main way of
communicating our programs, services, and special events to the China-
town community. It is an important way to build awareness of issues
related to Chinatown. Today, the newsletter is distributed to over 800
community members in key locations such as On Lok House and local
businesses.

Over the next year, PECO will be guest writing several consumer arti-
cles in this newsletter. This will be an opportunity to learn about timely
topics such as home energy conservation and how to save on your utility
bills. We look forward to hearing their thoughts on some important is-
sues which affect our residents and businesses.

We always welcome your feedback. If you have any suggestions
for the newsletter, please write to info@chinatown-pcdc.org and a staff
member will get back to you.

On Lok House Reduces Energy
Consumption

PECO delivers new refrigerators to On Lok House residents

On Lok House, an affordable senior
housing development in Chinatown, is receiving
an energy makeover this summer.

PECQO’s initial energy audit of the build-
ing revealed less than stellar energy use. Drafty
doors leaked air, energy-inefficient refrigerators
had not been replaced since the building’s begin-
nings, and thermostats directly next to air
streams and windows resulted in inaccurate tem-
perature gauging.

This summer, all that will change. On
Lok House is receiving new energy-efficient re-
frigerators, light bulbs, and updated thermostats.
With the help of PCDC, this 30-year old building
qualified for PECO’s program for low-income
communities. The weekly lunch program room,
offered through the On Lok House Senior Cen-
ter, will receive new energy efficient lights.

Gary Ng, On Lok House Board Presi-
dent, said feedback from residents has been posi-
tive. He says, “The residents are all amazed that
they have a new refrigerator... They’re all happy
about that.”

The changes will benefit 56 apartments
and 65 residents, as well as the participants of
the weekly lunch program. The project, once
completed will reduce the building’s energy con-
sumption, therefore reducing housings costs for
the senior residents. On Lok House and PECO
are also looking into the possibility of incorpo-
rating solar energy to further reduce the build-
ing’s reliance on traditional electricity genera-

tion. - Sarah Yeung, Special Projects and Development
Associate.
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Highlight of P ms and Services

$1-A-Day Campaign Gains Momentum
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PCDC will begin a street cleaning program in several weeks to coincide with the peak tourist season. Funded by the $1-a-Day
Campaign, PCDC plans to hire two part-time staff to keep streets litter-free and educate residents and businesses about proper
trash management.

The $1-a-Day Campaign was an idea hatched by PCDC’s Main Street Committee, which is comprised of business owners and
stakeholders in Chinatown who meet monthly to promote the business district and discuss commerce-related issues. The idea
is for contributors to give the equivalent of $1 each day to help pay for street sweeping and cleaning. Contributors would be
given a member decal to post in their windows and be listed on cleaning equipment to recognize their contributions.

Thanks to the help of 801 Locust Association, the campaign has gained momentum. Although the senior citizens live at 801
Locust Street Housing, they care deeply about keeping Chinatown clean. Under the leadership of Ms. Yin Kwan and Mr. Lee,
this senior citizen group raised $2,300 in June.

The $1-a-Day Campaign follows two very successful programs, which PCDC implemented. The first cleaning program only 9
months ago, received glowing praise from residents, businesses, and visitors alike. PCDC leveraged lim-

ited funding from the “Way to Work Program” to hire Mr. Ping Zhang, who alone managed to keep the N

entire Chinatown core clean. The second cleaning campaign started in early 2011. PCDC was fortunate to

receive at no cost the cleaning services of Ready, Willing and Able (RWA) on a pilot basis. RWA brought

cleaning crews to Chinatown twice a week.

Please call Rachel Mak at 215-922-2156 or rmak@chinatown-pcdc.org for information about $1-a-Day ((-\
employment opportunity. m

Keeping our Neighborhood Clean

For the past four years, I have been a mentor to international students who attend Penn, Temple, and St. Joseph’s Univer-
sities. These students come from China, Taiwan and Korea and they are eager to eat “Chinese food” soon after their arrival in
Philadelphia. I am writing this because I want to help Chinatown businesses increase their profits, especially restaurants. As
business people or entrepreneurs, making money is your “bottom line.” However, from my conversations with my students,
they are put off by the poor sanitation of our sidewalks on their initial visit to Philadelphia Chinatown. As Asians, the students
don’t understand why “Chinatown” is dirty because their cities in China, Taiwan and Korea are clean. They arrive in America,
the richest country in the world, thinking that they will see clean streets as in their country. They go to Chinatown mostly to eat
but what they see surprises them, because they directly correlate dirty streets with unsanitary conditions in the businesses.
What they see on the streets “turns them off” and they are reluctant to enter our restaurants. None, and I mean none, of my stu-
dents have patronized our restaurants and businesses. Unfortunately, this has a multiplying effect since they go back and tell
their friends at school their negative impressions of Chinatown and this means lost revenue and customers to you.

With the City of Philadelphia in a fiscal crisis, they cannot give us the help and assistance to keep Chinatown clean.
PCDC has met with City officials numerous times and they say that there is a limit to the assistance that they can provide Chi-
natown. The City is now saying that there has to be cooperation between the City government and neighborhoods if there is a
“win-win” situation. We “all win”: the City, you, and the public win if we cooperate together to help keep our streets and side-
walks clean.

The Pennsylvania Convention Center recently inaugurated a new expansion which cost $762 million. The City is expect-
ing increased conventions and visitors. Let’s not discourage visitors from the Convention Center, our “next door neighbor,”
from patronizing our businesses by the sight of litter in Chinatown.

Not only are the businesses directly impacted but Chinatown residents are also. Yes, businesses may lose revenue, but
sanitation issues lead to health issues in homes. Consequently, it is our responsibility to keep and maintain a clean and sanitary
Chinatown which will result in a more vibrant community, more revenue in our cash registers, and more community pride
amongst our residents and businesses by not placing trash or garbage on the sidewalks and picking up litter and placing it in
trash receptacles. If we all do our part in keeping Chinatown clean, everyone wins!

- Personal view point by Phil Sheau, Board Member
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City Guidelines for Waste and Recycling -

City regulations regarding commercial waste and recycling changed in the summer of 2010. The following information is being provided
as a guide to these regulations. Here are the four regulations you should be aware of:

All businesses in the City of Philadelphia must have:

1. A Waste and Recycling Plan

2. A Dumpster License for all waste and recycling containers used by the business - If your business has contracted with a li-
censed trash/recycling hauler:

3. An RFI Medallion attached to each dumpster

4. There is a Solid Resources Fee of $150 - If your waste/recycling is collected by the City

1.  WASTE AND RECYCLING PLAN

Businesses in the City of Philadelphia are required by law to recycle. The registration of each business’s Waste and Recycling Plan will
help the City monitor recycling participation. This plan must be registered with the Streets Department, posted at your business and distrib-
uted to all employees/tenants. Plans are easy to complete and may be submitted to the Streets Department via an on-line form. Learn more
about Waste Recycling Plan Requirements.

Call the Streets Department at 215-685-7329 for more information.

2. DUMPSTER LICENSES

All dumpsters are required to obtain an annual, renewable license from the Department of Licenses and Inspections. (Dumpsters are de-
fined as all containers used for the collection and disposal of trash and recyclable materials.) Previously, the license requirement was a
lifetime license that only applied to dumpsters larger than one cubic yard.

There are three types of Dumpster Licenses:

a. Dumpster License — Public Right-of-Way This license is for waste and recycling containers located on publically
owned property, such as an alleyway or sidewalk. The business or property owner must apply for this license.

b. Dumpster License — Private This license is for waste or recycling containers located outdoors on privately-owned
property. The business or property owner must apply for this license.

¢. Dumpster License - Construction This license is required for any dumpster utilized for storing any construction related debris. The
company that owns the dumpster must apply for this license.

There is a separate fee for each dumpster; however, only one license will be issued that covers all the dumpsters at a property. Fees vary
depending upon the size and use of the dumpster. This guide will help you determine what the appropriate license and fee is for your busi-
ness.

Dumpster Size Dumpster Use Annual Fee (Private) Annual Fee (Public right-of-way)
(b) (@
Less than 1 Cu. Yd. Trash $80 $200
Less than 1 Cu. Yd. Recycling $40 $100
Greater than or equal to 1 Cu. Yd. Trash $150 $500
Greater than or equal to 1 Cu. Yd. Recycling $75 $250

Call the Department of Licenses and Inspections at 215-686-8686 for more information.
License Application
Guide to the New Sanitation Regulations for Businesses

3. RFIMEDALLION

The City requires technological enforcement of dumpster licensing and placement. Each dumpster is now required to have a Radio Fre-
quency Identification (RFI) Medallion attached to it. Medallions are available at the Municipal Services Building (1401 JFK Boulevard,
concourse level).The ordinance requires the Department of Licenses & Inspections to issue Medallions that electronically transmit:

1. the license number;

2. the name and telephone number of the licensee;

3. the name and telephone number of the provider;
4. the approved location of the dumpster; and

5. such other information as the Department requires

Any changes to the above contact or location information after the license has been issued must be immediately reported the License Issu-
ance Unit in the Department of Licenses and Inspections. You can reach the staff by calling 311 or 215-686-8686 or emailing li-
cense.issuance@phila.gov. Failure to report changes may result in fines or other penalties.



http://business.phila.gov/Pages/Recycling.aspx?stage=Start&type=All%20Business%20Types&section=Secure%20Waste%20%26%20Utility%20Services&BSPContentListItem=Recycling%20Plan
http://business.phila.gov/Pages/Recycling.aspx?stage=Start&type=All%20Business%20Types&section=Secure%20Waste%20%26%20Utility%20Services&BSPContentListItem=Recycling%20Plan
http://business.phila.gov/Documents/Licenses/Dumpster.pdf
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4. SOLID RESOURCES FEE

A Solid Resources Fee of $150 is required of any commercial establishment or multi-unit property receiving City collection of waste
and recycling materials. For more information on this fee please contact the Streets Department Solid Resources Unit at 215-686-5090
or e-mail solidresources@phila.gov.

We hope this guide is useful to you in ensuring your business is in compliance with these new regulations. - Information provided by
the City of Philadelphia
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