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PCDC was formed in 1966 to preserve, protect and promote Chinatown as a viable ethnic, business and residential community.  
PCDC 301-305 N. 9th Street Philadelphia, PA 19107 215/922-2156 215922-7232(FAX)  

                                                                          Www.chinatown-pcdc.org  

Beautification Project Begins in March 
 

PCDC has some exciting 

news for the neighbor-

hood. The City has in-

formed PCDC that con-

struction on the 10th Street 

streetscape project will 

begin mid-March. This is 

the 4th phase in PCDCôs 

neighborhood beautification plans and will connect to our 

recently completed 10th Street Plaza project, which pro-

vides much needed space for community activities. 

This project will strengthen the connection over the Vine 

Street Expressway along 10th Street from Race Street to 

Callowhill Street. Improvements consist of installing new 

gray sidewalk, granite curbs, and bronze zodiac medal-

lions. In addition, pedes-

trian lighting reminiscent 

to the style of a Chinese 

palace lantern will 

brighten the sidewalk. 

Existing bollards installed 

by property owners will 

be replaced with  stan-

dardized bollards. These 

elements are designed to 

promote the ethnic iden-

tity of the neighborhood. 

The construction com-

pany will begin on the 

west side of 10th Street 

from Race to Spring 

Street and proceed north-

ward. After finishing the west side, they will begin on the 

east side starting from Callowhill Street. Normal vehicu-

lar and pedestrian thoroughfares will be altered during 

construction. Temporary access will be provided for resi-

dents and businesses. The general contractor Meco will 

keep tenants and stores updated on a monthly basis with 

a letter explaining the progress and pace of the project. 

Information will include construction locations and 

changes that impact pedestrian thoroughfares. Meco will 

have a project manager on the construction site to ensure 

that concerns and questions are addressed in a timely 

manner. Please contact PCDC at 215-922-2156 if you 

have any questions about the construction.    

Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program 
 

The following information is provided by State Representative 
Michael OôBrien. 

The state is now accepting applications for eligible 
senior citizens and others to apply for a rebate on their 
2010 property taxes or rent. 

The Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program is open to resi-
dents 65 or older; widows and widowers 50 or older; and people 
with a disability 18 or older. To qualify, homeowners must have a 
househ1old income of $35,000 or less; renters qualify if their 
household income is $15,000 or less. Applicants only have to count 
half of their Social Security, Supplemental Security, or federal Rail-
road Retirement Tier I benefits toward the income limit. 

The maximum standard rebate is $650, but supplemental rebates 
for qualifying homeowners can boost rebates to $975. The supple-
mental rebate is automatically calculated by the state. 

If you received a rebate last year, you should have received a 2010 
application form in the mail.  If not, applications are available 
online at www.revenue.state.pa.us or by calling 1-888-222-9190. 
Residents can also call or visit State Representative OôBrienôs of-
fice.  His staff is available to process your application and answer 
any questions.  State Representative Michael OôBrien 
   15th Legislative District 
   610 N. Second St. 
   Philadelphia, PA 19123  
   Phone: (215) 503-3245  Fax: (215) 503-7850 

The deadline to apply is June 30. Rebates will be distributed beginning on July 1. 
     -  Wendy Lee, Housing Counselor 

Financial Literacy Workshop 
Buying a home is one of the most important purchase youôll eve make. 
The workshops cover key topics for potential homeowners, including pre-
paring to buy a home, predicting homeownership costs, saving money for 
a down payment, loan information and the process of homeownership, 
tool on how to make the best financial choices for you and your family, 
and the responsibilities of being a homeowner. 

 Part I - Step to Homeownership  

 Monday, March 21st from 6PM - 8PM 

 Location: PCDC, 301 North 9th Street, Philadelphia PA 19107 

 Guest Speaker: 

  

 Part II - Money, Management, Good Credit & Homeowner Insurance 

 Monday, March 28th from 6PM - 8PM 

 Location: PCDC, 301 North 9th Street, Philadelphia PA 19107 

 Guest Speaker: 

 

Call Wendy at PCDC 215-922-6156 to reserve a space. 

COMMUNITY NEWS & PROJECT UPDATES  

FEBRUARY 2011 

PHASE I 

PHASE II  

PHASE III  

http://enews.pahouse.net/q/8kxggqZubNbOupILg3-BcCpefrCzJvt8SXlByR5RvOVnSAtGqWz01DVS9
http://www.revenue.state.pa.us
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Promotion and Marketing - Chinese New Year of the Rabbit 
 

Main Street increased our marketing efforts this year to promote Chi-

nese New Year. Chinatown put on two wonderful parades. Health 

Partners and AARP sponsored the February 6th lion dance parade 

performed by the Philadelphia SUNS, and the Chinese Free Masons sponsored the February 13th 

lion dance parade. Main Street asked businesses to participate in the ñred packet promotional cam-

paign.ò Red Packet (lucky envelopes), which is a new year tradition, were stuffed with store cou-

pons and given away to spectators. Thank you to John Testino of Cheung Hung Kar Kung Fu Acad-

emy for being the Money God, posing for pictures, and spreading the cheer and good fortune with 

the spectators. 
 

Marketing efforts included 3,000 emails promoting Chinese New Year, 3 regional magazine adver-

tisements, articles in our PCDC newsletter, and promotion on our website. We received 7,500 hits 

on our website, 800 active users and 750 visitors on facebook. Thirty-one businesses contributed 

money to produce 5,000 copies of the Chinese New Year brochure with coupons and information 

about Chinatown. These were distributed all over the city. We thank WHERE Magazine for spon-

soring an ad for Chinatownôs New Year parades in their February edition. 
 

Main Street is planning to put together a Chinatown Director later in the year. The costs for entry 

range from $20-300, if your businesses is interested please contact us in April. Wishing all a wonderful 2011. 

- Melody Wong,   Main Street Manager,  

A Dollar a Day Keeps Chinatown Clean:  
 

We are introducing the óDollar a Dayô program to fund a continuous street cleaning program. PCDC received favorable responses to 

our survey conducted 3 months ago. 61% of respondents agreed to contribute a monthly fee to keep Chinatown Clean.  Stores that 

participate will get a sticker, and PCDC will help collect these funds on an Annual, bi-annually or quarterly basis. If you are going to 

help our neighborhood in maintaining a clean Chinatown- please give us a call, 215-922-2156. 

 

PCDCôs 3-month pilot program last autumn produced very noticeable results and received very favorable feedback from the commu-

nity. Currently an outside non-profit, Ready, Willing and Able has volunteered to clean the streets of Chinatown twice a week. This 

is only temporary. We expect that the ñdollar a dayò program will deliver the same positive benefits: daily sweeping of litter; the 

cleaning of illegal dumping; improved business climate; improved environment for healthier living; trash management education; 

increased neighborhood pride, and improved perception of Chinatown. 

 

The ñdollar a day programò address the top business and residential concerns on sanitation. It will attract more visitors to our 

neighborhood, and increase patronage in our stores. 

 

 A Dollar a Day Keeps Chinatown Clean! Have you chipped in?  

Increased Recycling in Chinatown 
 

Chinatown is recycling. There is a noticeable increase in the use blue recycling bins on trash day, since residents and businesses 

started picking up blue recycling bins at PCDC. Recycling is good for the environment and is also the law in Philadelphia. If you still 

havenôt obtained a recycling bin, please contact PCDC and we will request more from the City. 

Philadelphia Flower Show 
 

The flower show is coming to the PA Convention Center on March 6th for one week. This is great for business, and in the past Chi-

natown has not capitalized on the events happening at the Convention Center. Prepare for increased business by cleaning your store 

fronts, washing your windows, checking your inventory and staffing levels. 

 

One of PCDCôs Main Street program focuses is to promote Chinatown collectively. Main Street will be buying a page in the Phila-

delphia Weekly newspaper to promote Chinatown as a destination. There will be a map and highlights of individual businesses. Par-

ticipating businesses had two sizes to choose from, the $100, and the $200. The print advertising will run on March 2nd, and wil l be 

posted for 4 weeks on the Philadelphia Weekly website. 
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Spotlight on the Funder:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This article is part of a series highlighting organizations, 

which fund the work of the Philadelphia Chinatown Develop-

ment Corporation. 
 

It was a big year for PCDCôs housing counseling 

program, the Chinatown Homeownership Initiative 

(CHI) in 2010. CHI became a HUD-approved hous-

ing counseling agency.  This certification was a great 

honor which recognized the services which CHI has 

rendered to the Chinatown community since its in-

ception in 2005.  CHI has adopted the National Stan-

dards for Homeownership Counseling and Education. 

 

The Philadelphia Foundation provided funding sup-

port to the CHI program during this key period of 

development. The Philadelphia Foundation is ña per-

manent pool of philanthropic resources contributed 

by thousands of donors to benefit charitable organi-

zations in Bucks, Chester, Delaware, Montgomery 

and Philadelphia Countiesò, according to their web-

site. The Foundation has made charitable giving ac-

cessible for individual donors, who can easily man-

age their causes and donations with the Foundationôs 

local resources and guidance.  

 

In the area of community development, the Founda-

tion focuses on four points:  

 

 - strengthening neighborhoods 

 - broadening access to services 

 - promoting health  

 - sustaining basic human needs 

 

PCDC is grateful for the Philadelphia Foundationôs 

support and the important work that the Foundation 

carries out to build strong communities and empower 

individual giving. For more information about the 

Philadelphia Foundation, including how to start your 

own fund, visit their website at 

www.philafound.org. 

Chinatown Youth Program 
This article is part of a series highlighting our part-

ners, who serve the youth. 

 

Chinatown Learning Center After School 

Program 

Our School Age Program provides 45 school-

age students with a positive and structured 

learning environment to complete homework 

and reinforce school skills.  We provide Eng-

lish language support through experienced 

teachers and tutors, and provide information 

to parents and students on educational re-

sources throughout the community.  By fol-

lowing state and national guidelines and stan-

dards, we hope our students will be able to 

leave our program with enhanced study skills, a better understanding of the 

English language, and the confidence to succeed in the mainstream class-

room and beyond.  The Program is divided into the After School Program 

from September to June and the Summer Enrichment Program from June 

to August.  DHS provides funding for our After School Program. 

 

Chinatown Learning Center follows a curriculum utilizing the PA Learn-

ing Standards set forth to enhance the studentsô abilities to complete home-

work assignments independently and develop early study and literacy 

skills.  The goal for the students is to leave the program with confidence in 

their classroom work. They will be able to achieve this through small 

group assistance with their homework. Students also participate in one 

small group lesson per week, which is centered around the classroom con-

tent from the schools they attend.  At least twice a year, parents are invited 

to special events showcasing studentsô work. 

 

Students have the opportunity at CLC to participate in short and long term 

lessons and experiments, as well as experience many different mediums of 

personal expression. Through this, students will gain the knowledge and 

confidence they need to have reoccurring success in education. 

   

This past month, the School Age program hosted a dinner to celebrate Chi-

nese New Year with family and friends.  Many families contributed deli-

cious dishes to share at our party. In addition, this month CLC will be 

starting a Scrabble club through After School Activities Partnership 

(ASAP) of Philadelphia. Students in third grade and above who are inter-

ested will be able to join. Students will play Scrabble to help build their 

vocabulary, learn problem-solving strategies, and practice math skills. Our 

club will also have the opportunity to participate in city-wide tournaments 

and events in the coming months.                            - Carol Wong, CLC 

Independence Blue Cross & Highmark Blue 
Shield Caring Foundationô - March 7th  2011, 10-
1:00pm. Call Jennifer Lam at 215-779-8954 for infor-
mation 
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Looking Back, Looking Forward 
 

To preserve, protect, and promote - this has been the mission of Philadelphia Chinatown Development Corporation (PCDC) for 

the past forty-five years.  What started as a committee to protect Chinatown residents against the demolishment of parts of its 

neighborhood to make way for construction of the Vine Street Expressway has grown into a grassroots community develop-

ment organization. PCDC welcomed in the Chinese New Year and celebrated forty-five years of community service with our 

Presenting Sponsor PNC Bank, our friends, and distinguish guests on Friday, February 11th at the Ocean City Restaurant. 

 

We created gallery space for our guests to view our materials from our archives.  Separated into three different sections, the 

ñYesterday, Today, Tomorrowò display  highlighted past campaigns: ñNo Stadium in Chinatownò; and ñNo Casino in China-

town.ò  It celebrated recent projects: ñ10th Street Plazaò; and ñChinatown Historical Marker.ò  It presented glimpses of future 

plans for the community: ñChinatown Night Marketò; and ñEast Tower Community Center Development Project.ò  The gallery 

displayed over four decades of news clippings, photographs, and awards, allowing guests to absorb the impact of the organiza-

tion. 

 

Mayor Michael Nutter stopped by to celebrate the Chinese New Year with more than 480 attendees.  Mayor Nutter also pre-

sented PCDC Chairman Rev. Thomas Betz with a citation paying tribute to PCDCôs leadership and acknowledging it as ñone 

of the most longstanding and comprehensiveò community development corporations in Philadelphia.  George Perez, represent-

ing Congressman Bob Brady, and Councilman Frank DiCicco presented citations to PCDC as well.  The Philadelphia SUNS 

lion dancing troupe kicked off the ten-course banquet with one of the most well known staples of the Chinese New Year cele-

bration - a lion dance.  Two life size paper mache lions spread wishes of good health and prosperity as it danced its way to the 

podium.  The highlight of the evening was PCDC Founders Cecilia Moy Yep and George Moy presentation of the Community 

Service Award to Daniel K. Fitzpatrick, Regional President of Citizens Bank. 

 

The evening concluded with a video spotlighting PCDCôs achievements through the years in neighborhood planning, economic 

development, and housing counseling.  Chinatown residents, business owners, and two of PCDCôs major supporters, Wells 

Fargo Regional Foundation and Hahnemann University Hospital shared their perspectives on the work and growth of the or-

ganization.  The video also was a way to thank all of PCDCôs supporters and the community.  The vibrant history of the com-

munity, the spirit of its residents, and the hard-working immigrant small business owners propel PCDC staff and board mem-

bers to continue our mission to preserve, protect, and promote Chinatown and its residents. 

 

          - Shao Zhi Zhong, volunteer 
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                   - Shao Zhi Zhong, volunteer 


