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PCDC NEWS

PCDC Founder Honored

The PCDC staff and board would like to extend a special congratulations to Cecilia
Moy Yep for receiving one of the 2011 Minority Business Leaders Awards. Selected by the
Philadelphia Business Journal, nominees of this award are recognized as leaders for the great
example they set in business and in the community. We are delighted to know that she has now
been recognized for the business savvy she needed to successtully promote and preserve China-
town.

In 19606, as a widowed mother of three young children, Cecilia fought to save cherished
parts of the community from demolition needed for the proposed Vine Street Expressway.
Standing up to the builders and the city itself, Cecilia founded PCDC as a means of urban re-
newal and community development in Chinatown. She has done some truly extraordinary work
over the years, revitalizing the neighborhood through her efforts.

Honorees of the award were recognized on August 4, 2011 at a ceremony in the Crystal

Tea Room of the Wanamaker building. As is her nature, she downplayed the nomination saying that she is “just” someone who
started a small nonprofit. She did not think that was worthy of receiving an award for leaders in business, even though it takes
someone of great business competence to accomplish what she has done. Again we congratulate Cecilia for her most recent
decoration, and we know she still has excellent work ahead of her in the business world and in the Chinatown community.

Ian Moy, PCDC Volunteer

Project Update: Bike Lane

In PCDC’s June edition of PCDC News, we reported
the Mayor's Office of Transportation & Ultilities
planned to implement a pilot project to convert one
travel lane into a buffered bike lane on 10t St.

The news immediately raised our concerns and those
of the business owners, not only on 10t St., but also

those who will also be impacted by the project. Busi-

nesses are worried that the project will deter custom-

ers from driving into Chinatown because of worsen-

ing congestion, and the elimination of parking spaces.
Others are anxious about future difficulties for deliv-
ery trucks.

To address these concerns and Stephen Buckley, Di-
rector of Mayor’s Office of Transportation and staff,
met with Chinatown business owners on August 18% at Tai Lake Restaurant to explain the project details to the business own-
ers. Contrary to businesses' worries, Mr. Buckley stated that they expect the pilot project will ease congestion on 10th St. He
stated other successful bike lanes resulted in more orderly follow of traffic and eliminated double parking congestion. Mr.
Buckley also mentioned that Philadelphia Parking Authority is now working on a proposal for businesses and offer affordable
parking at PPA garages at 10t and Filbert Streets and 8th and Arch Streets.

According to Mr. Buckley, if implemented, an evaluation will be performed on the 3-6 month pilot program. If the data shows
that the bike lanes have slowed traffic and caused problems, the bike lane will be removed.  Xin Ge, Special Project Manager
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PCDC’s $1 a Day and Street Cleaning Program

This month, PCDC launched its Street Cleaning Program by hiring two employees, Ms. Susan Chung and Ms. Mei
Zhen. Ms. Chung first got involved with PCDC last spring when she volunteered to clean the newly constructed 10t Street
Plaza. She works full time for Enterprise Rent-A-Car, but feels so passionately about keeping Chinatown clean that she uses her
valuable spare time in the evening and on weekends to work for PCDC’s Street Cleaning Program. Ms. Zhen is a recent immi-
grant from China and wakes up early every morning to start cleaning at 8:00 a.m. You may see these ladies around Chinatown
sweeping the streets and sidewalks, pulling weeds, and talking to business owners and residents about the importance of keeping
Chinatown clean and how to propetly dispose of waste. Our Street Cleaning Program staff members also serve as liaisons be-
tween Chinatown residents and the city to put an end to illegal dumping. The primary goals of the program are to improve the
quality of life of Chinatown residents by making Chinatown a cleaner place to live, making Chinatown a more attractive place for
tourists to visit, and as a result, increasing revenue for Chinatown businesses.

We have already received a great deal of positive feedback. Ms. Chung often reports that business owners are seeing a
reduction in the amount of trash in front of their stores. They are happy that the overall appearance of Chinatown is cleaner and
more appealing to pedestrians. PCDC also partnered with the Philadelphia Department of Commerce to distribute a survey to
local businesses. Douglas Lim and Samuel Chueh from the Commerce Department spent an entire work day with two PCDC
volunteers to get feedback from local businesses about the current state of Chinatown’s cleanliness. Approximately half of the
surveys returned indicated that business owners have seen an improvement in Chinatown’s appearance since the beginning of
the program. This is a substantial improvement and we expect to see even more improvement as the program goes on, but the
Cleaning Program Staff cannot do this alone. In order to keep Chinatowna |
clean, environmentally-friendly place that tourists and residents will enjoy, ke { . f'“% = “y
every resident of Chinatown must work together and do his or her part. B o '

As we work to improve the Cleaning Program, we welcome
any comments or suggestions that you may have. Please feel free to
contact PCDC, Rachel Mak at 215-922-2156.

Chinatown Night Market
Coming Soon!

PCDC in partnership with The Food Trust, will
be holding the Chinatown Night Market on
Thursday, October 6t from 7:00 p.m. to 11:00
p.m. Night Markets give artists and chefs the op-
portunity to present their goods to a large popula-
tion of customers. Night Markets also provide con-
sumers with a defined area where they can discover,
learn about, and purchase a diverse collection of

Philadelphia’s first street food bazaar unique goods and delicious delicacies. Our pro-
from the people who brought you Headhouse Farmers’ Market. gram will provide information and technical
assistance to those who are interested in start-
ing a street food vending business! In addition,
Exotic eats. Fun drinks. Live music. our program will promote Chinatown and its
businesses, and provide name recognition for
all participating vendors.

For more information or if you’re in-
terested in participating in the Night Market as

Y¥ Citizens Bank a vendor, please contact PCDC, Rachel Mak at
The Food Trust AR roundation” 215-922-2156 or rmak@chinatown-pcdc.org.
p 8
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Community News

Staff Updates

This month, PCDC staff and board said good-
byes and well wishes to Sarah Yeung, PCDC’s
Special Project and Development Associate.

PCDC has had the pleasure of working with Ms.

Yeung for more than three years. Sarah will be
heading to Rutgers University to earn her Mas-
ter of Urban Planning degree. We want to thank
Sarah for her hard work and dedication, and we
wish her the best of luck at Rutgers and wher-
ever else her future may take her.

PCDC also hired a new part-time employee this
month, Huang Liu. Mr. Liu and his family live
in South Philadelphia. Huang is a graduate of
Penn State University with a Bachelor degree in
Accounting. Huang will use his skills to do
PCDC’s bookkeeping and will also assist with
client services. We are happy to have Huang as
a new addition to the PCDC staff.

United Healthcare Community Plan

' UnitedHealthcare

United Healthcare Community
Plan, located at 1035 Race
Street, offers assistance in ob-
taining the healthcare plan that
is best for you and your family. They can help you apply for the free or
low cost Children Health Insurance Program (CHIP) and Medicaid.
United Healthcare Community Plan also offers weekly English Second
Language Courses on Monday and Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
and Citizenship Classes to help you prepare for the Citizenship test on
Thursdays from 10:00 — 11:30 a.m. They also offer counseling to help
you quit smoking and Breast Health Awareness classes on Mondays
and Wednesdays from 1:00 — 5:00 p.m. Whether you are looking for
healthcare, trying to stop smoking, or have the urge to improve your
English, look no further than United Healthcare Community Plan.

If you have any questions, please feel free to stop by their office at
1035 Race St. or call them at 215-238-4217.

$$$ The Merchants Fund Grant Opportunities: $$$

The next grant deadline for The Merchants Fund is Thursday, September 15, 2011 (postmarked).
In 2009, China Arts, owned by Wai Man Ip, was awarded a $10,000 matching grant for store front improvements!

TMF has these core grant making areas for businesses that have been legally established for at least three years in

Philadelphia:

Business Stabilization grants up to $10,000 to help small businesses remain stable, viable and grow in the face of eco-

nomic challenges and opportunities.

Business Loan matches up to $20,000 to match accredited government programs or bank loans.

Emergency grants between $1,000 and $20,000 to offset unavoidable harm caused by nature or man. The staff must
determine if your case fits the criteria for an emergency grant. The downturn in the economic climate is not considered

a valid reason for an emergency application.

The Merchants Fund selectively awards grants to foster the betterment of a group of merchants on a corridor or in a busi-
ness district. Before you complete you can submit an application, you must call the Merchants Fund at 215-399-1339
to talk about your ideas and plan an application.

To be eligible for a merchant grant, you must meet the following requirements:

1. Be a US Citizen (including naturalized citizens) or resident alien.

2. Operate in Philadelphia.

3. Have been in business no less than 3 years.

4. Be a Sole Proprietor or the majority owner and an active employee of an incorporated busi-

ness.

Depend upon the business as a primary source of income.

Please visit website http://www.merchantsfund.org/ for printable applications and detailed guidelines or contact them di-
rectly at info@merchantsfund.org or call 215-399-1339. There are also brief descriptions of past grants on the web site to
inspire and guide your efforts. You may also Contact PCDC, Rachel Mak for more information: 215 922 2156
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p[d: Presents:

Increasing Tourism, Increasing Profits Workshop

Date: September 13
Time: 2:00-4:00 p.m.
Location: Chinese Christian Church and Center, located at 225 N. 10" Street (entrance on Spring Street)

The Philadelphia Chinatown Development Corporation (PCDC), Census 2010, and the Health Promotion Council welcome
all business owners to attend an informational workshop about how you can use local programs, the 2010 Census, and
knowledge of new Philadelphia laws to increase tourism and/or increase profits.

The workshop will be broken into three sessions.

The first session will be led by John Chin of PCDC and will introduce PCDC’s Main Street Program. John will cover the
Program’s activities including: $1 a Day Cleaning Campaign, Monthly Volunteer Meetings, Promotion and Marketing, and
Grants for Small Businesses. He will provide information about how local business owners and community leaders can take
advantage of these programs to increase the quality of life for Chinatown residents, promote tourism, and increase revenue
for Chinatown businesses.

In the second section, Grace Kong of the Census 2010 will provide training on how to use the new Census data to help make
strategic business decisions. She will demonstrate the key highlights and features of the 2010 census and American Commu-
nity Survey and how these data can be analyzed to understand the local demographics in order to increase profits.

Chin Du from the Health Promotion council will wrap up the workshop, providing information about the current laws re-
garding the sale of cigarettes to under-aged youth, and ways to protect your business license. Considering the newly in-
creased fines from the city for the tobacco law violations, it is important for business owners to know how to properly read
identification.

Everyone is welcome to attend! The workshop will be conducted in Mandarin and Cantonese and there will be time to ask
questions at the end. Refreshments will be provided.
For questions and to reserve your space, call Huang Liu at PCDC: 215-922-2156.
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Free Rain Barrels Workshop

. Help reduce energy cost, keep our drinking water cleaner, and |
| improve the environment for aquatic life .

AR AR - R KRR i
- TR 2 A P :

Wednesday September 7, 20112t 6PM
B =, L1t B BN

e HERE: BIREERRRE LA 301 3k

Please note that all recipients nmst attend a workshoep and provide proof of income and a cur-

rent water bill to ensure eligibility. Once the workshop 1s conducted and the recipient pro-
vides proof of mcome and a current water bill to ensure eligibility. United Comnmmities will
be mstalled the rain barrels within the next two weeks.
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Thiz workshep iz limited to the first 25 registrants.
Pleaze call Wendy at 215-922-6156 to make yeur reservation.
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Energy Conservation Workshop

Reducing Your Energy Usage = Lower Utility Bill
D ETRE P = SRR

WHEN: Monday, September 26, 2010 at 6:00pm
R: AAZ+AH (Bf—) BLAE

WHERE: Philadelphia Chinatown Development Corporation (PCDC)
301-305 North 9™ Street, Philadelphia, PA 19107

MRS RRERSEE - JbhE301-3058

This conservation workshop will be "hands-on" and will focus on teaching residents
methods on how to air seal their home in order to prevent drafts and heat loss
through cracks. Residents will also learn how to use inexpensive self-help materials
such as tube coulk. caulk guns, rope caulk, plastic window, weather-stripping. insula-
tion foam and other basic weatherization materials.
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On August 8" 2011, PCDC held a “First-time Home Buyer Seminar’. Kacey
Tan, the President of Philly Real Estate gave a presentation to those who
wanted to buy a house for the first time. He first introduced the current real
estate market in Philadelphia area. Then he emphasized the importance of
credit score for buyers. Because credit score is a reflection of the buyer’s pay-
ment history, it can make the difference between getting the best interest rate

and paying a higher interest rate as a risky borrower.

Mr. Tan gave some tips about how to inspect a property before deciding to
buy. He also demonstrated the difference between 15 and 30 years mortgage;
fixed and adjustable mortgage. At the end, he talked about how to manage

and maintain properties after buying them. During the seminar, the audience asked many questlons There was a drawing for

one lucky attendant at the end of the meeting.

The mission of the seminar is to educate first time home-buyers and to promote home ownership in the Chinese community.
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THEFOODTRUST.ORG Foundation™

Philadelphia’s first street food bazaar
from the people who brought you Headhouse Farmers’ Market.

Exotic eats. Fun drinks. Live music.
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Project Update: Bike Lane
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