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PCDC Fundraiser

The Philadelphia Chinatown Develop-
ment Corporation (PCDC) is a non-profit
organization with a mission to preserve,
protect, and promote Chinatown as a vi-
able ethnic, residential and business com-
munity. PCDC’s Board of Directors is
clected by the community. We encourage
all individuals who live or work in China-
town, and are at least 18 years of age, to

vote during PCDC’s 2010 Election.

Our Annual Board Election will be on:
Sunday, October 17+, 12:30pm — 2:00
P.M.

Monday, October 18, 4:30 - 7:00 P.M.

If you live or work in Chinatown, or are
on a Board of Directors of a Chinatown
association, organization, or business, you
are considered a general member of
PCDC, and may vote on either day of the
election without registering first. Please
bring the following documents with you
to serve as proof of residency, employ-
ment, or Board of Directors position:

Residents - Driver’s license, lease, utility
bill, or other official documents;

Workers - Personal business card, W-2
form, paycheck stub, substantiation of
employment from a Chinatown em-
ployer or other official documents;

Board of Directors - Listing of all Board
of Directors of your organization.

If you have a vested interest in the China-
town community and would like to vote,
but do not fall into any of the above cate-
gories, you may register as an active mem-
ber of PCDC. Please come to PCDC to

complete a membership form and to vote.

PCDC's programs and projects depend on the support of community mem-
bers like yourself. Each year, we make an annual appeal towards Chinatown
residents and stakeholders to make a financial contribution. These contribu-
tions ensure the continuation of community services for Chinatown. Please
look for our annual appeal letter in your mailbox in October.

You can also make your contribution online today, on PCDC's website,
www.chinatown-pcdc.org

Keep in mind that you can also donate part of your everyday Amazon.com
purchases towards PCDC by shopping through the PCDC Amazon E-
Store. It's the same as shopping through Amazon - just make your purchase
through PCDC's storefront. If you navigate away from our store, PCDC
will NOT receive the referral bonus for your purchase. We hope you enjoy
your shopping experience knowing that you are helping us accomplish our
mission.

We appreciate both financial and in-kind service support. Serve the commu-
nity by becoming a volunteer! If you or someone you know is interested in

becoming a volunteer for PCDC, contact Rachel Mak at (215) 922-2156.

Urited WaY & COMbiled FEefal Camipaicn

Now, there is another option to contribute to PCDC. If you are a federal
employee, you can support our work by making a donation through the
Philadelphia Area Combined Federal Cam-
paign #68065. PCDC is now listed in the Com-
bined Federal Campaign (CFC) book of Phila-
delphia and the Lehigh Valley. CFC is one of the
largest federally based charitable programs
through which federal employees are able to
pledge contributions conveniently on a continuous basis.

Also, you can continue to support PCDC through the United
Way of Southeastern Pennsylvania UWSEPA campaign

Y, #00173.

Combined Federal Campaign #68065

(for federal employees)

United Way SEPA Campaign #00173

For more information visit: www.chinatown-pcdc.org
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Chinatown Ristorical Morker

Chinatown has been granted a historical marker from the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission to recog-
nize the significance of the neighborhood’s founding. The marker will be unveiled during a ceremony at 913 Race Street

at 11:30 A.M. on October 8, with government officials and community leaders present.

Philadelphia Chinatown was established in the 1870s as a bachelor society for working Chinese immigrants. It started
with a laundry and then a restaurant, and quickly grew into a family community. Today, it is the fifth-largest Chinatown
in the United States, with over 5,000 residents, most of whom are first or second-generation immigrants from China,

Vietnam, and Thailand.

“This is an exciting step for the Chinatown community because it is finally receiving public acknowledgement of its
historical significance. It is important that we continue to educate the public that Chinatown is a historic, residential
neighborhood, and not just a tourist attraction,” said John Chin, Executive Director of the Philadelphia Chinatown De-

velopment Corporation.

Historical markers highlight significant events, places and people in Pennsylvania history. Items of historical importance

have been designated by markers in Pennsylvania since 1913.

Today, over 1,600 historical markers exist across the Commonwealth. This is Chinatown’s first historical marker.
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Community Even

The Philadelphia Housing
Authority (PHA) will com-
plete 19 new 3-bedroom
homes at Martin Luther King
Plaza IIC at 13t & Fitzwater
Streets this fall.

Applicants must meet certain
eligibility requirements to put-
c hase these
homes. Applicants must be
currently employed full-time
and have had at least one (1)
year of prior consecutive em-
ployment and meet income
eligibility require-
ments. Applicants must suc-
cessfully complete homeown-
ership counseling and must
be a first-time homebuyer. A
“first-time homebuyer” is de-
fined as a buyer who has not
owned a residential property
for a period of eighteen (18)
month prior to the purchase.

For more information, please
call to make an appointment
with Wendy Lee at 215-922-
6156.

Buying a home is one of the most important pur-
chases you'll ever make. The workshops cover key
topics for potential homeowners, including preparing
to buy a home, predicting homeownership costs, sav-
ing money for a down payment, loan information and
the process of homeownership, tools on how to make
the best financial choices for you and your family, and
the responsibilities of being a homeowner.

Part I — Good Credit, Build It and Keep It

Manage Your Money Wisely —
Tracking your money

Wednesday, October 13th from 6 - SPM
Location: PCDC, 301 North 9th Street

Guest speaker: Citibank will explain their ser-
vices.

Part II — The Keys to Homeownership &
Homeowner Insurance

Wednesday, October 20th from 6 - 8 PM
Location: PCDC, 301 North 9th Street

Guest Speaker: State Farm Insurance Specialist
will be explaining their Homeowners Insurance Policy

Call Wendy at PCDC at 215/922-2156 to reserve a

space.
consumer
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INSURANCEP

PCDC has FREE tickets
for art performances. Event
name: 1. The Seagull. 2.
Nine. Please call PCDC for
more details: (215) 922-
2156. Dates: 10/9, 10/10,
11/3, and 11/20. Tickets
are available to community
members on a first come,
first serve basis.

Service

Child Care Assistance
Child Care Information
Services-Monday Oct 4th,
10-11:30am. Call Lauren
Wen for information 215-
271-0433.

Health Insurance Assis-
tance

Independence Blue
Cross & Highmark Blue
Shield Caring Founda-
tion’s—Monday, Oct 4th,
10-1:00pm. Call Jennifer
Lam at 215-779-8954 for

information
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Chinatown Sanitation

On September 1st, several dozen Chinatown business and residential owners met with the Deputy Commissioner of the
Streets Department, Carlton Williams. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the serious issues of illegal trash
dumping, littering, and the City’s $150 trash collection fee which was mistakenly sent to some single property homeown-
ers. The meeting was arranged and conducted by Melody Wong, Main Street Manager of PCDC. Michael Ho, owner of
Rising Tide Restaurant at 937 Race Street, volunteered the use of his building as a meeting space.

A lively discussion ensued between the Commissioner and those present. Many business and property owners com-
plained of tickets, which they received for trash dumped in front of their buildings by unknown persons. One attendee
had a stack of tickets that was one foot high. There was agreement among those present that anyone guilty of illegal
dumping needed to be caught red-handed, reprimanded and punished. The problem was how, and who would catch the
violators. Here are some of the questions, which the Commissioner answered:

Q. In the past, Center City District swept the Chinatown neighborhood. Can the Streets Department provide a street
sweeper for Chinatown?

A. The Streets Department has no budget to provide personnel to physically sweep sidewalks. Also, Chinatown does
not fall under the the Center City district.

Q. When you look along the curbs of Chinatown streets you notice there is a lot of everyday litter on the side of the
street. While there is a mechanical sweeper that cleans the street, why is the litter along the curb not swept?

A. The Streets Department mechanical sweepers to do come through Chinatown everyday. Because there is on-street
parking, the sweeper cannot reach the litter under the cars. Chinatown can post “no parking” signs a couple of times a
month for a few hours so the mechanical sweepers can clean the entire street. Or Chinatown can follow the example of
New York, where curb parking alternates. These solutions need to be approved by different City agencies.

Q. Many residents walk down the street and put their household trash in the City’s public trash cans or just dump trash
in front of other properties. The property owners are then saddled with tickets for other people’s trash. Can the City
ticket the violators instead of the property owners?

A. Residential trash is not public trash and should not be placed in public trash cans or dumped on other properties. It
is irresponsible and illegal. The Streets Department hopes to introduce cameras to catch illegal dumpers. Call 3-1-1 to
report any illegal dumping on your property on the day that it happens. Call and report that someone “short dumped”
on your property and ask for a tracking number. By doing so, you can help yourself if you decide to appeal trash tickets.

Q. Many businesses open their stores around 11:00 a.m. It is unfair that trash tickets are issued before the business
owner has had a chance to clean up other people’s trash. Can these officers come in and speak with the business owners
and work with the community to solve the problem rather than punishing the wrong people?

A. ITtis agood idea to have a separate meeting to further discuss how property owners, business owners can work with
officers to find solutions. This meeting will include the Police Department since they also are issuing tickets.

After further discussion and suggestions were offered, the Commissioner agreed that the City would consider setting up
cameras at various locations in order to photograph anyone dumping. There was general agreement that the cameras
should be employed as a first step and the community should cooperate with the city enforcement agencies. Other sug-

gestions included posting photos of violators in the newspaper.

The Commissioner also offered to personally look into the matter of erroneous trash bills for single homeown-

ers. Please stay tuned and join us for the next meeting to voice your opinions on how we can improve the trash situa-
tion within our neighborhood. - Melody Wong, and George Moy, PCDC Founder
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Chinatown Safety
Some leaders and members of the Chinatown

community have approached PCDC to raise
their concern about safety in the community.
A series of robberies had been reported by
the Chinese media, the police, and commu-
nity members. The question was, what do we
do about it?

The 6t Police District increased their police
presence in Chinatown. As a result, they have
made arrests in connection to some robberies.
The Chinatown Town Watch has been more
actively patrolling Chinatown. PCDC has
talked to the City’s Street Department about
brighter street lights in Chinatown. In re-
sponse, they have agreed to inspect street
lights in the community. In addition, PCDC
has contacted Councilman DiCicco’s office to
inquire about brighter street lights and street
security cameras. We were told that City secu-
rity cameras are only installed in limited areas.
It would be difficult for Chinatown to get
them.

With that said, PCDC has started a conversa-
tion about installing security cameras with
folks from the community. Quite a few com-
munity leaders and business owners expressed
their interest in collaborating on adding cam-
eras at store fronts and street corners. PCDC
is inviting the broad community to join the
conversation to make our community safer.
For anyone who’s interested, please contact
PCDC’s Community Organizer Xu Lin: (215)
922-2150.

Clean Up Chinatown
After several years of unsuccessfully trying to get help from the City to

clean up Chinatown, the Philadelphia Chinatown Development Cor-
poration (PCDC), the Chinese Benevolent Association (CBA) and the
Greater Philadelphia United Chinese Community (GPUCC) joined
forces and put together a three week pilot program to eliminate trash
dumping. Utilizing the Philadelphia Way to Work program which pro-
vides a subsidy to an employer who agrees to contribute a percentage
of matching dollars, PCDC was able to hire a dedicated young man
named Ping Zhang

In a short period of time, Ping was able to make a dramatic change for
the better. There are no longer mountains of trash that were driving
away tourist and patrons. The filthy, smelly piles were seriously hurting
Chinatown businesses-many were also receiving hundreds of tickets
for the trash that others improperly placed in front of their sidewalk.
Unless an arrangement is formulated and the pilot program is made
permanent, the filthy conditions of past years will reappear. A long
term plan is needed to keep Chinatown clean and attractive.

Please forward to PCDC any comments that will help make this much

needed program a continued success.

PCDC Staff
o P CDC welcomes Ping Zhang as the newest
. member to its staff. His performance as a Sani-
| tation Specialist has resulted in a significant im-
- provement and cleanliness in Chinatown in a
il very short period of time.
Ping is cheerful, outgoing, and talkative, Ping can strike up a conversa-
tion with anyone. He listens to how people are feeling and what you
are thinking. “It’s great to have someone clean up Chinatown!” One
Chinatown resident said.
Call or if you see Ping in the neighborhood, say “hi”. Make him feel at
home!
The community needs Ping to help make Chinatown a better place to

live, work, learn, play and pray.
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2nd Annual Chinatown Restaurant Week

Volunteers Wanted

Come out to support the restaurants during Chinatown Res-
taurant Week, which runs from September 26th to October
1st. Visit PCDC’s website at www.chinatown-pcdc.org for
more information about participating restaurants. Fixed-

price menus from $15 to $25.

Have you ever wanted to help the Chinatown commu-
nity? Main Street program is seeking volunteers with
design/architectural interests, who can give 2 to 4
hours per week. Please contact Melody Wong at 215-
922-2156 or mwong(@chinatown-pcdc.org.
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% PHILADELPHIA CHINATOWN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

PCDBC was formed in 1966 to preserve, protect and promote Chinatown as a viable ethnle, business and restdential community,

PCDC  301-305 N. 9th Street

Philadelphia, PA 19107
Www.chinatown-pede.org

215/922-2156  215922-F232(FAX)
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