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PCDC's Board Election Results

October 2010 News Special Edition

General Election

PCDC’s Board Election was held on Oct. 17th and 18th,
We extend our congratulations to our new Board Mem-
bers Phil Sheau and Joe Kim.

2010-2011 Board Members
Rev. Tom Betz, Chairman — Carol Wong, Vice Chairman
Harry Leong, Treasurer Aileen Liong, Secretary

Margaret Chin Wai Man Ip Joe Kim
George Moy Gary Ng Phil Sheau
Andrew Toy Thomas Wong  Anthony Wong
Cecilia Moy Yep

Newly joined Board Members:

Joe Kim is a full time REALTOR® in the state of Penn-
sylvania and New Jersey. In 2004, Joe
co-founded the National Association
of Asian American Professionals-
Philadelphia (NAAAP Philly) and cur-
rently serves as Board Member. Joe is
dedicated to bringing cultural aware-
ness to the Delaware Valley through
events that help to promote and sup-
port cultural diversity. One of

his personal goals is to help encourage
and develop Asian leadership in all fields, for-profit and
nonprofit.

Phil Sheau is currently retired
as a Human Resources profes-
sional. He is an adjunct faculty
member at Eastern University

as well as a mentor to students

from Eastern, Penn, St. Jo-
seph's, and Temple Universities. He was on the PCDC
Board for many years and served as Board Chairperson
for one year. He is looking forward to helping PCDC ful-
fill its mission and realize its goals and objectives.

PCDC encourages community members to vote on No-
vember 2nd, Election Day. Here are the two poll sites
for Chinatown residents: Chinese Christian Church &
Center(225 N. 10th Street) and the Folk Arts-Cultural
Treasures Charter School(1023 Callowhill Street)

First time voters must bring a form of photo identifica-
tion, or a utility bill that includes their address

There will be Chinese interpreters assigned to the new
Chinatown poll site, the City has a Telephone Inter-
preter Service available. Ask the Election Board member
(polling place officials) working at the table to assist you
in using the service. Voters can also bring their own in-

terpreters into the voting booth with them.

nited Way & Combined Federal Campaign

Now, there is another option to
contribute to PCDC. If you are
a federal employee, you can
support our work by making a
donation through the Philadel-
phia Area Combined Federal Campaign #68065.
PCDC is now listed in the Combined Federal Cam-
paign (CFC) book of Philadelphia and the Lehigh Valley.
CFEC is one of the largest federally based charitable pro-
grams through which federal employees are
able to pledge contributions conveniently
on a continuous basis.

\%
Support PCDC!

United Way of Southeastern Pennsylvania UWSEPA
campaign #00173

Combined Federal Campaign #68065
(for federal employees)
Online donation: www.chinatown-pcdc.org
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Chinatown = ‘orical Marker

Historical Marker Dedication Ceremony

October 8th, 2010, Chinatown residents were joined by Mayor Michael
Nutter, Councilman Dicicco of the First District, Chairman Spilove of
the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, Mabel Chan, Co-
Chair of the Chinese Benevolent Association, board members of PCDC
and community leaders to celebrate the dedication of Chinatown’s first
historical marker. With the recognition of the neighborhood’s founding
and 140 year history, the unveiling of the marker also signifies the tre-
mendous efforts in the past fifteen years that had been put to make the
marker happen. It was a long and arduous road to put together the facts

and research to back up the history. Former Chief Inspector, Tony
& Wong, a board member of PCDC, had been involved in the application

Mayor Nutter joined us to celebrate the dedi-  process since 1995. Fong Wang’s research expertise was invaluable. After
cation of historical marker

15 years of effort and with the great help from numerous volunteers, Chi-
natown was able to finally receive the marker, a well-deserved honor and a tribute to the community’s perseverance.

Commur 'y Events

Police Meeting

On October 7t 2010, the Philadelphia 6% Police District held a community meeting at the Chinese Christian Church &
Center. Captain Korn, the 6t District officers, representatives from the Internal Affairs Bureau, Chinatown Town
Watch member, and community members attended the meeting. In the meeting, Captain Korn talked about different
ways to file complaints if community members are dissatisfied with the services or with a particular incident with a po-
lice officer. Remedies include visiting the Internal Affairs Bureau, calling “911” to talk to a patrol supervisor, filing
complaints online, or visiting the police station.

When PCDC Community Organizer Xu Lin asked if police ask for ID cards to determine a person’s immigration status,
Captain Korn answered that police will ONLY ask for ID from victims to obtain names and addresses. Police officers
will not ask for immigration status, UNLESS the person is an offender. State ID cards are proper. Community mem-
bers do not have to show their alien cards or any document that would indicate their immigration status.

Xu Lin raised another issue that many community members have concerns about — the need for interpretation for lim-
ited English proficient persons. Captain Korn said that as long as people can say the language they speak, the operators
will find an interpreter by using the language line. There is a language board at the police station. Community members
can just point at the language that they speak and the officer on duty will find an interpreter for them. The interpreter
service is also available at the Internal Affairs Bureau.

PCDC encourages community members to call “911” when necessary and be aware of the rights you have.

") Movie "Safe" Filming in Chinatown

The Movie Safe will be filming in Chinatown November 12th in the evening. Part of Race Street will be blocked
to vehicular traffic. There will be no parking on Race Street from 9t Street to 10t Street.
The street will be open to pedestrians and all stores will still be open for business on Race Street.
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Free Business Workshops

Businesses that are interested in learning about how to start
up and finance a business in Philadelphia, obtain loans and
grants, and bidding for Federal contracts should attend any
of the free business workshops, which are presented by the
City of Philadelphia Commerce Department, SCORE, and
Small Business Administration. All workshops will be of-
fered at FREE Library of Philadelphia locations.

Starting a Business Workshop Series

1. “Business Start-Up Kit”

Presentet: Sandi King, Commerce =B
Department, City of Phila.

Date: Wednesday, Nov 10, 2010

Time: 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

* free event

2. “Funding, Loans, Stimulus Act”

Presenter:  John Xu, Small Business Administration
Date: Tuesday, Nov 30, 2010 <D/
Time: 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. c =

3.“Federal Contracts, Certification, Grants”

Presenter: ~ John Xu, Small Business Administration
Date: Tuesday, Dec 21, 2010
Time: 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Location for all three workshops:

Northeast Regional Library
2228 Cottman Ave. (at Bustleton Ave.)

Across the street from Sears
215-685-0522

Philly 3-1-1 / Chinatown Town Hall Meeting

Date: Saturday November 6, 2010

Time: 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Place: Chinese Christian Church & Center
1101 Vine Street

Cost: FREE event

Philadelphia Chinatown Development
Corporation, Philadelphia 3-1-1, and
Philadelphia Corporation for the Ag-
ing will host the Chinatown Commu-
nity Town Hall on Saturday, Novem-

phiuyco

ber 6th,

Our goal is to promote and enhance quality of life for Chi-
natown residents by providing information and resources
from both governmental and non-governmental agencies.
We have discovered that people are not getting services
due in part to lack of awareness, inability to take advan-
tage of services, and cultural and language barriers. It is
for these reasons that we are hosting this event, to in-
crease public awareness of programs and services out
there.

Participants include the Police department, Fire depart-
ment, Streets Department, Philadelphia Corporation for
the Aging, and many more. The City will distribute free
recycling bins on a limited basis.

Philadelphia Marathon
Comes Through Chinatown

X The Philadelphia Marathon will at-
§ tract tens of thousands of visitors to
( Philadelphia the weekend of Novem-
ber 19, Businesses should anticipate
BEPHILADELPHIA increased tourists, shoppers, and din-
M A R ATLH ON ers visiting Chinatown. PCDC’s

Main Street Program helped some to
list their businesses in the Philadelphia Marathon Race
Guide, which was distributed to 23,000 people last year.

Residents should look out for “fan passes”, which
will offer discounts from 10%-20% discounts at partici-
pating businesses. Go out and support the runners. They
will be running past the Chinatown Friendship Gate in the
first leg of the marathon.
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genior Scamg

Everyone must be on guard against scams, but seniors can be more vulnerable to fraud. Some seniors are trusting
and willing to believe what people tell them. Many crooks—and even friends and family members—take advantage of
the good nature of seniors to cheat them.

Protect your assets
You worked hard for your money and property, but if you allow someone to take advantage of you, everything you
have could be taken away. Learn to protect your assets by following these simple rules:

e Never reveal your bank account numbers or other personal information to someone who calls you on the phone.
e Never allow strangers to come into your home and take information about you and your assets.

e Never assume that a stranger who says he represents a deserving organization will use the money you give him for
a good purpose.

e Never assign power of attorney to people you don't know very well.

e Never sign contracts that have any blank lines in them. Someone may later add clauses that will harm you.

e Never arrange for a home loan until you have had a knowledgeable third party review the contract. A disreputable
lender could steal your home

Protect yourself from scams

e Don’t be afraid to say “no”.

e You don’t have to talk to telemarketers — hang up if you are uncomfortable or you don’t trust the caller.
e Don’t give in to high-pressure sales tactics.

e (Call the police if you feel threatened.

e Don’t reveal your credit card, bank account or Social Security numbers to unfamiliar companies or people.
e Do your own research on charities and other solicitors.

e It’s your money — never be afraid to ask where it’s going.

e Before you invest, do your homework, because you can lose money even on legitimate investments.

e Get the details of all deals in writing. gE’:ﬁq rs

e If it sounds too good to be true, it probably is

How to complain
Fraud is a crime and should be reported to the police and law enforcement agencies such as local district
attorneys or state attorneys general. If a senior is in immediate danger, dial 9-1-1 or call the police.

This publication was created by © Consumer Actions.

free Tickets

PCDC has FREE tickets for art performances. Tickets are available to community members on a first come, first
serve basis.

N ‘? Event Name: Nine Event Name: Z Big Band Event Name: Winter
£ %ﬁ' ;2 Date & Time: Date & Time: Dance Concert
n T Nt Date & Time:
= 7 @) "¢ Saturday 11/13/2010 8:00pm  Thursday, 12/02/2010 7:00pm

to 10:00pm to 8:30pm Thursday. 12/16/2010
7:00pm to 9:00pm
Saturday, 11/20/2010 2:00pm

to 4:00pm
Location: Arts Bank, 601 S. Location: Levitt Auditorium, Location: Merriam Thea-
Broad St. 401 S. Broad St. ter, 250 S. Broad St.
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Housing Counseling Workshop

On October 13t & 20, PCDC’s housing counselor, Wendy Lee was held a Money Wi$e — Financial Literacy work-
shop. There were 15 people present at the workshop.

The Money Wi$e workshops cover key topics for potential homeowners, including preparing to buy a home, predict-
ing homeownership costs, saving money for a down payment, loan information and the process of homeownership,
tools on how to make the best financial choices for you and your family, and the responsibilities of being a home-
ownet.

On October 13%, PCDC invited Citibank’s Branch Manager Patricia Hui to talk
about “Process to Homeownership”. She taught about the steps to buying a
home. Having a good credit history is an important first step. A secured card can
help you build a credit history. If you get a secured credit card, use it for purchases
and maintain a good payment record for at least one year, your chances of getting a
regular unsecured credit card may improve. The better your credit, the lower the
interest rate will be on your loan. If you are ready to buy a home, you have to cal-
culate how much you can afford the monthly mortgage payment and how much
house can you afford. Also, she taught about saving for down payment and closing
10/13 workskop was presented by costs. If you plan to buy a house for five years, you can open a saving account or

Z’at Z{”i and Vickie Huang, Citi- Certificates of Deposit (CD). The money you save can work for you by earning in-
aANneR .

terest.

I talked about the "Tracking your Money" workshop to teach them how to save money to reach their goal. I gave my
clients copies of spending worksheets to figure out how much money they have to spend each month and Saving Tips
for them to consider needs vs. wants. Think about the items they purchase on a
regular basis. Where can they save?

On October 20%, we invited State Farm Insurance Company Specialist Thanh
Pham explained the homeowner’s insurance policy. The participants can make an
appointment with Thanh for reviewed their homeowner’s policy for free.

Every workshop, the participants have a chance to ask questions. One of the par-
ticipants asked me how to solve a lost social security card problem. I suggested she
to file a police report and to "freeze" her credit file. This means that new credit can-
not be established in your name until you lift the "security freeze."

10/20 workshop was presented . . .
by Thanh Pham, State Farm After the workshop, they understood the importance of having good credit, espe-

Insurance Specialist. cially when they try to get the best financing option. Their credit history is one of the

service

Child Care Assistance

Child Care Information Services-Monday Nov 8th , 10-11:30am. Call Lauren Wen for information 215-271-0433.

Health Insurance Assistance
Independence Blue Cross & Highmark Blue Shield Caring Foundation’s—Monday, Nov 8th, 10-1:00pm.
Call Jennifer Lam at 215-779-8954 for information
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Chinatown Cleaning

I have spent the last six weeks sweeping Chinatown. I am one person helping
to keep Chinatown free from trash, attractive, and something to be proud of. During
this time I have talked to many residents, business and property owners, workers,
visitors, and tourists. I share some of my own observations and my conversations
with people in Chinatown.

There are too few trash cans in Chinatown. There have been many visitors in China-
town lately. Some visitors complained that there are too few trash cans; there are no
trash cans on 11t Street and Cherry Street.

People cannot smoke inside the stores, so many smoke right outside of the busi-
nesses (including restaurants, hair salons, and bakeries) and throw cigarette butts on the ground. I suggest that busi-
nesses leave a bucket outside for cigarette butts.

Some people order takeout food in Chinatown and leave the trash on the side of the street or under the cars.
There are private trash pickup trucks that go through Chinatown and pick up commercial trash. Sometimes people
leave residential trash next to the commercial trash and hope it would be taken. However, the trash pickup trucks
only take commercial trash and leave residential trash on the street.

Some people leave empty juice bottles, soda cans, or coffee cups on the street side. They are not concerned because
no one would regulate the problem nor anyone would fine them. Many people ask me why no one is being punished
for littering. I say the government takes care of the issue. It could be the government workers are not strict on the
rules ot other reasons.

Some people leave newspapers on the top of the newspaper box. The newspapers fly all over when the wind blows. I
also saw some people, who took newspapers out from the newspaper box, scanned the papers, walked to the second
block and left the newspapers on the street or on top of other newspaper boxes. I don’t know if they are doing this
purposely to create trash or not. I have seen this twice.

Some homeowners and residents on Winter Street asked me to get rid of the small wild tree and weeds on the street.
This is outside of my job responsibilities, but I cleared the tree and the weeds for them.

Someone told me that he is unemployed and wants to sell fruits on the sidewalk. I told them they have to go to the
government agencies. I said “the sidewalk is public space, and the City might not allow you to do so.” He asked me
how come the grocery stores take up the sidewalk to do business, but jobless people can’t do it? Is the U.S. regulated
by laws? I told him this is something you have to deal with the government about.

Some business owners and residents think there is someone to clean the street, and they stop sweeping their own
store front and sidewalk. Chinatown is a business area, if you don’t sweep the street for a while, there will be trash.
I have been here the last six weeks helping to keep Chinatown trash free, attractive, and creating a sense of commu-

nity-worth. I cannot do it alone. So, I hope residents, business owners, and property owners help to sweep their own
sidewalks and keep Chinatown trash free. — Ping Cheng, Sanitation Specialist
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My Chinatown: Chinatowmn Suruey

Introduction

KRAPIR FpIpee, o This summer, PCDC conducted a community-wide survey on resident
Let’s talk. P & ! , satisfaction and awareness of PCDC. Staff and volunteers went doot-to-
(4 door all over Chinatown to personally conduct the 30-question survey to
185 households in 4 languages. Many of you shared your opinions and
thoughts about the best and worst parts of Chinatown, how it’s changed
in the past 3 years, and what the future holds for the neighborhood. In
this special issue, PCDC is excited to share the results of the Chinatown
Community Survey with you.

WRAFRUE L
HWRMGEHHERAN—F
FAXBRRKNGRE.
SOEMARMALITREE,
6AzaAEX M

- | Conducting the survey

Keeping in mind that residents work during different times of the day, PCDC surveyed during morning, afternoon, and
evening time shifts. Staff and volunteers conducted the survey in Cantonese, Mandarin, Fujianese, and English.
The survey used random selection to target 1 of 4 households within neighborhood boundaries, using a sample number

of 1893 households, which we obtained from an on-site count. 185 responses were obtained. (Of the four condominium
buildings in Chinatown, only one building granted permission to survey residents. Therefore, survey results reflect the
opinion of residents from only one condominium building.) In two developments, 100% of households were surveyed.

Therefore, the results are weighted to correct for these two developments.
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185

1893 185

100%
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1. How long have you lived in the community?

27.
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1 year or less 2-5 years 6-10 years 11-20 years 21-30 years More than 30
years
1. How long have you lived in the community?
Cases weighted by Weight
1.
19% 2-5 28% 6-10 11%
11-20 18% 21-30 12% 30 11%
27. What country/region were you born in?
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China United States Hong Kong Other Vietnam
27. What country/region were you born in?
Cases weighted by Weight
58% 26% 8% 6%

3%
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29. What is your primary language spoken in the home?

80—
60—
-
=
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bt
g 40
20
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Vietnamese Other: English Chinese
29. What is your primary language spoken in the home?
Cases weighted by Weight

2% 2% 25% 71%

28. If you were born in another country, how long have you lived in the
United States?

30
20
-
=
7]
bt
2
10
o T T T T
0-5 years 6-15 years 16-25 years 26 years or more
28. If you were born in another country, how long have you lived in
the United States?
Cases weighted by Weight
28.
0-5 28% 6-15 20% 16-25 23% 26 29%
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Results
Who lives in Chinatown and why do they live here?
Chinatown is anchored by long-time residents but attracts many new residents too. Residential length ranges from less
than one year (19%) to more than 10 years (41%).
Chinatown remains a destination for immigrants. 74% of respondents were born outside of the U.S, 64% in Hong
Kong or China.
Opverall, most residents are satisfied living in Chinatown. 68% reported being “satisfied” or “very satisfied” living here.
Residents strongly agree that they would recommend Chinatown as a good place to live for seniors (70%) .
Best parts of Chinatown
The top 3 reasons cited for living in Chinatown were 1) accessibility of amenities, such as community centers and
stores, 2) to be close to work, and 3) to live near family and friends.
Residents value the convenient access to shopping and services. 61% reported that the variety of goods and services
available for purchase in the community had “improved some” or “improved a lot” in the past 3 years.
Worst parts of Chinatown
Although residents have noticed improvements in cleanliness, it remains a major concern. 54% of respondents rated
Chinatown’s cleanliness as “poor” or “very poor”’. However, 30% reported that compared to 3 years ago, it has either
“improved some” or “improved a lot”.
33% rated condition (public infrastructure) of streets, sidewalks, and public spaces as “poor” or “very poor”. 17% said
it had declined in the past 3 years.
What Chinatown needs
There is a still a great need for housing opportunities for low and moderate-income populations in Chinatown. China-
town remains a community of renters: 69% of respondents reported they rent, versus 27% who are homeowners. How-
ever, of the renters, 41% said they would like to buy a home in Chinatown.
Although more housing is needed, affordable housing opportunities continue to shrink. 26% said affordability of
houses and apartment had declined.
What the future holds
Chinatown is optimistic about the future. Residents see the neighborhood going on an upwards trend towards improve-

ment. 49% reported that Chinatown has “improved some” or “improved a lot” in the past 3 years.

(9% 10
(41%)
74% 64%
680/0 1] n 1] n 700/0
1 2 3
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54% “ g
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27% 41%
26%
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