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Teen Club

The Chinese media, 6th Police District, and
community members have reported a series
of robberies recently in Chinatown. Many
community members have volunteered to
help increase the safety of Chinatown. The
6t Police District implemented a plan to have
more of a police presence in Chinatown.
They have made arrests in recent weeks in
connection to these robberies. In addition,
the 6t Police District has expressed their will-
ingness to visit Chinatown stores to perform
safety inspections. The Chinese Benevolent
Association, Philadelphia Chinese Commu-
nity Organizations United, and PCDC have
contacted the Councilman DiCicco’s office to
inquire about brighter street lights and street
security cameras. We are waiting to hear.
PCDC would like to thank the 6% Police Dis-
trict Department for their immediate re-
sponse.

Please feel free to contact Mr. Xu Lin if you
have questions or concerns: (215) 922-2156.

The PCDC Teen Club served more than
50 teenagers in the last school year. Most
of the youth come from Chinatown and
South Philly. The youth speak different
@il languages at home including Cantonese,
English, Fuzhounese, Hakka, Mandarin,
Shanghainese, and Toishanese. The ma-
jority of the youth indicate that they come to Teen Club looking for
a place to meet new people and to hang out with old friends. Space is
limited for the youth in the community. By providing a safe space and
bringing young people together for positive development, PCDC
Teen Club helps to build community.

The Teen Club’s activities include: discussions on topics related to
youth’s everyday life such as safety, Asian American identity, student
organizing; workshops on resume building, interview skills, college
applications, and financial aid; activities like camping, hiking, art gal-
lery field trips, sports, and movie nights; assistance with finding in-
ternships, jobs, and volunteer opportunities.

The Teen Club will resume in September. For more information,
feel free to contact Xu Lin at: (215) 922-2156.

satrety Tips

Here are safety tips from PCDC:

e Call “911” or walk to the 6% Police District at 11th & Winter Streets to report any suspicious activity or crime.

e When you see trespassers on your property, call “911” immediately. Language assistance will be provided for
individuals who speak limited English.

e Property and store owners should leave their front door lights on at night so you and your neighbors can see
who is around. Leaving the light on will cost you as little as a few dollars a month but increase a person’s safety,
which is invaluable.

e Ifyou get an unexpected knock at the door, check to see who it is before opening it.

e Getin touch with the Chinatown Town Watch if you need assistance with calling “911” or would like to join
the Town Watch.

e PCDC has a police language form for residents with limited English proficiency. Once residents complete the
form and send it to the police station, the police will automatically find an interpreter who speaks your language
when you call “911” from your home phone.
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New Journey for
PCDC [Housing Program

Mural Arts i Chinatown

This year, PCDC was invited to
join National CAPACD's
HUD-certified counseling net-
work. The Coalition of Asian
Pacific American Community
Development (CAPACD) is a
membership organization with
a network of nonprofits from
Philadelphia to Hawaii. Based in Washington DC, CAPACD
focuses its work on policies and issues affecting Asian Ameri-
can communities like Philadelphia’s Chinatown. The name
CAPACD reflects one of the organization’s top priorities:
building capacity.

PCDC is excited to
be a member of
CAPACD's inaugu-
ral HUD housing
counseling network.
For several years,
PCDC has partici-
pated in CAPACD's
trainings and re-
gional and national
conventions on
housing counseling
issues. PCDC partici-

pated in workshops with colleagues from around the country
to discuss best practices in serving the LEP(Limited English
Proficient) population.

PCDOC staff Sara Yeung leads a tour in Chi-
natown.

PCDC's acceptance into CAPACD's housing counseling net-
work and PCDC's HUD certification means that our clients
are getting the best and most current, nationally practiced ap-
proaches. Our counselor provides bi-lingual and culturally
sensitive service to clients who come to Chinatown. The CA-
PACD network has housing counseling service providers

*_« throughout the country,
-~ _who ate listed at the
website:

http://

nationalcapacd.org/

-~ L. 2 Boston or in communi-

8/16, on behalf of National CAPACD, ties further west, they
PCDC hosted the housing counseling can find a bi-lingual
network meeting at Tai Lake Restaurant. housi ng couns eli ng pro-

vider.

s The future site of

Eastern Tower, a

| mixed-use commu-
® nity center devel-

. opment, is home to
' temporary project
launched by Phila-
delphia Mural Arts
program. This ex-

Artist works on the mural project.

perimental project
is located at the northwest corner of 10th and Vine
Streets. A team of intergenerational artists had
worked together to create 12 wallpapers that repre-
sent rooms, hallway and attic of the vacant house,
which will be demolished. Titled “Home That Was”
this artwork aims to explore memory and loss in the

b

past and inspire people with its potential for the fu-
ture. This mural of temporary nature is the first one
of its kind citywide that only apply to vacant proper-
ties that won’t last for long. The site will be cleared
for the mixed-use Eastern Tower development.

10th St. Plaza

10th St. Plaza project has started demolition and
construction mid August. The project is scheduled
to last until November. PCDC would like to thank
you for your cooperation during the construction.
We look forward to present all residents an amazing
community space to use, and a welcoming gateway
for the Chinatown neighborhood.

Page 2




Survev o Seauon Complete ~ Longuiage Aceess

After two
months of
door-to-door
surveying in
Chinatown,
PCDC staff
and volunteers collected over
200 surveys from the commu-
nity. Thank you for your par-
ticipation during the survey sea-
son. The next step is to process
and analyze the data. We look
forward to presenting the re-
sults to you in the fall.
Congratulations to the 4 China-

town residents who teceived
their raffle prizes of Chung May
Supermarket gift certificates,
including: Mrs. Yiu, Mrs. Yu,
Mr. Lee, and one resident who
needs to claim his prize: ticket
# 095208

street Cleaner Wemted

@@ @Emnmmé N 1:137 It is difficult to navi-
_ z | gate government agen-
Ayl A3 E uﬂo‘-" u‘-'Jg . . .
T £ |cies, especially if Eng-
- g H zlgrin z : :
2 1. |lish is not your first
s ﬁ%‘i’il language. Mayor
§ Tarkce LPor‘fugués@ gu g ) y

Nutter’s eatly priority

was to require that all city agencies provide
language access. Your can expect all agen-
cies to provide language line, which is in-
terpretive service. Also you can call 3-1-1,
when asking any question regarding City
services. Just state that you speak
“Chinese” and they should have an inter-
preter on the line to help you.

Have you gotten your “I speak Chinese”
card yet? PCDC have cards available.
Show this card to any City agency and they
will call an interpreter for you.

Know your language rights, and under-

stand the system.

— Melody Wong, Main Street Manager

M(AC I(N

Chinatoum Restaurant Week

Sanitation Personnel Wanted
PCDC has two tempo-
rary open positions for
Chinatown Street
Cleaning. The City of
Philadelphia's Way to
Work program has en-
abled PCDC to em-
ploy 2 people. Applicants must meet
program requirements. Applicants
must be guardians of a dependent mi-
nor and meet income guidelines (see
below). If interested, please call Ra-
chel Mak at 215/922-2156.

Income guideline chart:

Persons in 235% poverty
family guideline
1 $25,451
2 $34,240
3 $43,029
4 $51,818

1) ( R{ E (
eree Service foy
Business Owners

E( T

€7 Chinatown's
yﬁa‘ Main Street
A Program is or-
'! . .
ganizing the
2nd Annual
Restaurant

Oct 1st.

There will be fixed priced menus from $15-25 to
showecase the good food of Chinatown.

If your restaurant is interested in participating
please contact Melody Wong, PCDC Main Street
Manager: (215) 922-2156.

FREE CONSULTING SERVICE FOR
CHINATOWN BUSINESSES

N Y,

¥ 4

® Are your signs and menus clear and easy for
English speaking customers to understand?

Philadelphia Chinatown Development Corp.

(PCDC) will check your signs and menus for

proper English and offer suggestions for more

appeal to English speakers. This service is
provide one of our Main Street volunteers. Please note this is
not a translation service.

Please drop off your ads and menus at our office to be checked,

and we will call you in a few days
Contact information: Melody Wong 301-305 North Ninth St.
Philadelphia, PA 19107. Phone #: (215)-922-2156
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PCDC Expo

PCDC History

On Saturday, July 24t PCDC successfully held our second PCDC
Expo. More than seventy community residents and friends attended the
W event.

e
. PCDC fostered a sense of
community by providing a
place for participants to
feel safe, nurtured and as-
sisted. ~ We held 2 panels
on “Establish  Your

Navigate Medicare”.

For the first panel, PCDC

invited Police Officer
Tanya Brown to talk about
how to prevent ID Theft. She suggested that people should not carry so-
cial security cards and only a few credit cards. If you discover that you are a
victim of ID theft, you have to file a police report. Eddie Wong from Con-
sumer Credit Counseling Service of Delaware Valley talked about protect-
ing your credit. He stated that you need to check financial statements and
bills as soon as they arrive and report any unauthorized transactions to the
companies immediately.

PCDOC staff and service providers

To avoid ID theft, you must take steps to protect yourself. One way is
to "freeze" your credit file. This means that new credit cannot be estab-
lished in your name until you lift the "security freeze." Vickie Huang from
Citibank talked about how to establish good credit. If people do not have
any credit history, you can get a credit card. A secured credit card is a bank
credit card backed by money you deposit in a bank account. If you don't
pay off your credit card bill, the money in your account may be used to
cover that debt.

Last, Ms. Der-Song Song from Social Security Administration talked
about Medicare — how to navigate Medicare. The following groups partici-
pated at the event: AW Agency, Chinese Christian Church and Center, Citi-
bank, Consumer Credit Counseling Services of the Delaware Valley, Hah-
nemann University Hospital/Tenet, Health Partners of Philadelphia, Inde-
pendence Blue Cross, PECO, An Exelon Company, Philadelphia Corpora-
tion for Aging, Philadelphia Immigrant Mentoring Collaborative, Philadel-
phia Police Department and Social Security Administration. In total, we
had 12 providers participating in the exhibition hall.

o “ gt

Panel discussions and providers

10 Years Ago at PCDC...

., Associa-

: ' ” tion were

' ﬁ continuing
: - efforts to
oppose the proposed baseball stadium
at 11% and Vine and preserve the Chi-
natown community. The Stadium Out
of Chinatown Coalition (SOCC) filed
suit against the City. PCDC announced

a need for volunteers to circulate peti-
tions.

What happened: Because of the tireless
efforts to oppose the stadium in China-
town, on November 13t 2000, Mayor
Street announced that the City was no
longer considering the Chinatown site for
the proposed stadium.

e Plans to develop a mixed residential/
commercial unit at 9t and Wood
Streets were announced. Buyers were
invited to apply to PCDC.

What happened: On October 30, 2003,
Mayor Street and over 100 friends of
PCDC dedicated Sing Wah Yuen, a new
residential development at 9% and Wood
Streets. PCDC continues to attempt to
bridge the housing gap for Chinatown.

Accessing Service

Child Care Assistance

Child Care Information Services-
Monday Sep 13th, 10-11:30am. Call Lau-
ren Wen for information 215-271-0433.

Health Insurance Assistance
Independence Blue Cross &
Highmark Blue Shield Caring Founda-
tion’s—Monday, Sep 13th, 10-1:00pm.
Call Jennifer Lam at 215-779-8954 for in-
formation
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