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Community News

PCDC Celebrates the Chinese Year of the Ox

On February 20,
2009, the Philadel-
phia Chinatown De-
velopment Corpora-
tion (PCDC) and
Presenting Sponsor
PNC Bank cele-
brated the Chinese
New Year of the
Ox. PCDC’s annual
fundraiser was held Chinese New Year 2009, John Chin and Frank Parrozza, PNC Bank

at Ocean City Restaurant, and PCDC filled the banquet hall with
400 guests. PCDC awarded Patrick Kelly, Senior Vice President
of Bank of America, with the Community Service for his on-
going support of Chinatown’s development. Special recognition
was given to long-time volunteer and PCDC advisor Dr. Ed-
ward Kung for his selfless commitment to Asian American or-
ganizations in Chinatown and the Greater Philadelphia

area. PCDC is grate-
ful to event Co-
chairs Cecilia Moy
Yep and Carol Wong
and the volunteers
from our “Teen Pro-
gram” for their dedi-
cation and time in
the planning of the
event. The Philadel-
phia Suns youth
group were invited to
perform the tradi-
tional lion dance.

Chinese New Year 2009, John Chin, Gary Ng, and Dr. Edward Kung

PCDC acknowledges the following donors for their generous
contributions to the following organizations and individuals:

PNC Bank (presenting sponsor); State Farm Insurance (Silver Sponsor); Diana Liu, Esq. — Partner,
Wolf, Block, Schorr and Solis-Cohen LLP, Bank of America, The Beneficial Foundation, HSBC
(Jade Sponsors); Abstract Co., PA Convention Center Authority, Insurance Adjustment Bureau
Inc., Wachovia, Pepsi-Cola, Multicultural Affairs Congress/PCVB, GPTMC, Verizon, Hing, Wil-
son, Adler & Cheng, PC, John Wei, PECO, NBC10, Chinese Vietnam Restaurant, Christian Church
& Center (Pearl Sponsors); Citibank, WPVI-TV6 ABC, The Philadelphia Foundation, Chinese
Culture & Arts (Supporters); Ed Kung, Neff Surgical Pharmacy, Chinese American Women’s Sister-

hood of Philadelphia, Tai Lake Restaurant (Contributors); Keystone Mercy, May Kay Noyallis-
Kush, Martin Chan, PC, Kise, Straw, and Kolodner, Abacus Bank, Sherick Project Management,
Mark Karpo PC, Sharmain Matlock Turner-GPUAC, Community College of Philadelphia,
National CAPACD, Discover Travel, Wedge Medical Center, Cambodian Association of
Greater Philadelphia, , PACDC, Holy Redeemer Church and School, Hahnemann Hospital,
Hispanic Association of Contractors & Enterprises, Hyatt Regency Phila, Drexel University,
School District of Philadelphia, Conestoga Bank, Governor’s Advisory Commission, Greater
Phila Chinese Restaurant Association, Police Fire Federal Credit Union, Asian Art Initiative,
S&H Pang Partnership, George Moy, Bao Gen Zhao, Ngaat Zhao, Laura Schwingle, Cecilia
Yep, Suzanna Wong, Andy Toy, Paul Marcus, Carol Wong, David Lau, Dave Chien, Lori Chen,
David Chen, Vil Vongphrachanh, Jo-Yu Lori Chen, Cottman First Realty, Josephine Wang,
National Services Center, Carrie Dupree, Asian Bank, Tony Wong, Maty Faustino, Gary Lee,
Margaret Chin, Bruce Snyder, Children Village, Penn Asian Senior Services, OCA, Tsiwen Law,
Jimmy Chang, Stella Tsai, Gabricl Mandujano, Judith Bernstein-Baker, Jenny Chin, Janne &
William Chin, Thomas Wong, Steven Pang, Mary Yee, Penelope Buddle, Mei Zhen Zhao Pan,
Mary Yee Law, Mai Lai Wah, Brenda Leung, Target Realty Century 21, Jennifer Chang, Sang
Kee Peking Duck House Inc., HK Golden Phoenix, Pho Xe Lua Inc., Sen F. Liu, Karen Chin,
Victim/Witness Services of South Philadelphia, Frank Hing, Chinese Gospel Church, Ada Chen,
CBA, Fujian Association, Teo Chew Association, Gee How Oak Tin Association, Hoy Sun Ning
Yung Benevolent Association, Fu Jian Association, Deng’s Family Association, Philadelphia
Overseas Chinese Women Association, On Leong Association, Mabel Chan, Cheng Le, Yat Sun
Wen, Bistro 7.

PCDC History

This Month in History, April 1981

Mei Wah Yuen, 900 and 1000 block of Spring Street—Groundbreaking (from left to right) Cecilia
Yep Moy, Mayor Green, George Moy, U.S. Rep. Tomas Foglietta and Joe Lowe.

In April 1981, Chinatown made a historic start to affordable
housing with a groundbreaking ceremony for Mei Wah Yuen,
Chinatown’s first housing project of 25 units. The community
struggled 15 years to make this happen, encounter-

ing resistance at almost every level of government. Today,
PCDC continues to advocate for affordable housing on behalf
of the residents in the community.
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Commumnity News

Housing Newys

Chinatown Goes to Harrisburg—Continues
Opposition to Foxwoods Casino Relocation

On April 8th PCDC
staffer, Xu Lin, organ-
ized a dozen youth and
seniors to ride the bus
to Harrisburg to attend
the Pennsylvania Gam-
ing Control Board’s
meeting with the two
Philadelphia casinos.

At the meeting, Fox-

woods Casino announced its future intention to seek approval
to relocate its gambling site license from the Delaware River
to the historic Strawbridge building at 8th & Markets. Fox-
woods promised that zoning would be "almost instant" and
hoped to be open within one year.

The furious anti-casino protesters condemned representatives
of Foxwoods for moving the project so close to the Heart of
the City. The Foxwoods group was forced to exit over the
stage of the State Museum auditorium, where the board mem-
bers were sitting, and out a back door. John Chin, PCDC Ex-
ecutive Director, testified and asked the PGCB to consider
the impacts to neighborhoods above maximizing gambling
revenue. “I don’t want casinos near Chinatown. Casinos will
not benefit us, but will break up families and bring safety is-
sues.” William Chen, student leader at South Philadelphia
High School.

PCDC urges everyone to attend the meetings below and ex-
press our oppositions to the casinos.

Important Upcoming Hearings:

May 6, 2009 — PA gaming Control Board Hearing on
Sugarhouse Casino

PA Convention Center, Room 204A

12 and Arch Streets
May 7, 2009 — City Council Hearings on CED Legisla-
tion for 801 Market Street

: Chinatown Homeownet-
CreditSmart*

ship Initiative: Establish-
ing Roots

For millions of families, homeownership is a route to creat-

ing wealth. It builds financial security for the future. If you

are planning to purchase a home, PCDC is hosting a

Freddie Mac - Credit Smart® workshop. The seminar will be

held in both Cantonese and Mandarin.

The Credit Smart® workshops cover the importance of es-

tablishing credit, savings, loan information and the process

of homeownership, toégls for how to make the best financial

choices for you and your family, and the responsibilities of
being a homeowner.

This is a FREE 2 part series seminar.

Part I - Steps to Homeownership
May 6th from 6 - SPM
Part II - Homeowner Benefits & Responsibili
ties
May 13th from 6 - 8 PM Guest Speaker:
. . State Farm Insurance
§ s7a sazx | State Farm Insurance Company Specialist will
I g I be explaining the homeownet’s insurance pol-
| @2 | Bring a copy of your homeowner’s policy
;mm\i;l on May 13th and State Farm will review it for

free.

Call Wendy at PCDC at 215/922-6156 to make your reset-
vation.

ComMmunity Event

Accessing Service

The Independence Blue Cross & Highmark Blue
Shield Caring Foundation’s bi-lingual specialist Jenni-
fer Lam will be available on Monday, May 4th, from
10:00am to 1:00pm to provide application assistance for
health insurance to low-income families who do not qual-
ity for Medicaid at PCDC’s office (901 Wood Street).
You must call Jennifer Lam at (215) 779-8954 in advance
to schedule an appointment.

Asian Pacific American Heritage Month

PCDC’s staff has been supporting the Governor’s
Advisory Commission on Asian American Affairs,
which invites you to celebrate its 3™ “Asian Pacific
American Heritage Month Celebration.”

When: Saturday, May 30th, 11am to 5 pm (Rain or
shine)
Where: Benjamin Franklin Square

6™ and Race Streets, Philadelphia
What: There will be Asian cultural performances,
exquisite ethnic variety food, Asian art and ethnic
merchandise, Children’s fun events, Merry-go-round,
sports activities and much more.

Cost: Admission is FREE.

Participating communities include Cambodian, Chinese, Fili-
pino, Indian, Indonesian, Japanese, Korean, Thai, 1 ietnamese,
and many more.
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