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Message from the Executive Director

The vibrant and close-knit community we call Chinatown has served
as a gateway for new immigrants since its founding in 1870. It has
served as a place of shared identity and belonging for many who travel
far from home to seek a new beginning. Peek into the windows above
the retail stores along the corridor, and one will see families gathered
around the dinner table in cramped apartments. Look closer, and one
will see the glimmer of hope or flash of aspiration in their eyes, as they
laugh and celebrate the joys of life. Life may be difficult for many in our
community, yet we possess that yearning to live the American Dream.
Chinatown newcomers and old timers alike deserve to reside in a
community that is habitable, supportive and nurturing. It has been
PCDC’s mission to create a livable, healthy community, which offers
housing choice for people of all income levels, economic opportunity
and safety. PCDC has strived to empower our community and preserve
our cultural identity. PCDC has helped those in need and has prepared
our youth for the future.
During this period, we transformed the physical landscape of
Chinatown, created green space and parks, installed cultural sidewalk
elements and lighting, improved pedestrian safety and tamed the Vine
Street Expressway, which splits our community.
We are embarking on our next journey to build Eastern Tower
Community Center. This project is greater than the sum of its partscommunity center, mixed-income housing, health services, retail stores
and education. This project is symbolic of the hopes and aspirations of
our people. I ask you to join us on this journey so that we may fulfill the
hopes and aspirations of our families.

John Chin
Executive Director
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Message from the Chairman of the Board

Friends, PCDC is about to achieve a
dream. We are at the cusp of fulfilling our
most cherished dream - the creation of a
community center. The project will be called
Eastern Tower and, besides the community
center, will include housing, storefronts, health
care space and offices. This beautiful new
building will be a landmark at the strategic
corner of 10th and Vine Streets, the “gateway”
to Chinatown North. PCDC in the past few
years has fostered new sidewalks, culturally
appropriate street lights, a new Chinatown
plaza at the 10th and Vine Streets intersection
and a reconstruction and reconfiguration of
the 9th Street ramp onto Vine Street.
Over the past few years, PCDC has come to a sharper understanding of its mission. It is
certainly not enough just to be a protest organization defending the neighborhood from
harmful destructive development. It is not even enough just to create positive development
like housing, businesses, street improvements and lighting. After all, what good is
infrastructure if there is not a healthy vibrant community to make use of it?
PCDC recognizes that its advocacy, community organizing and infrastructure development
only make sense if the community is clean and safe, if health care is affordable and available,
if young people have good schools and after-school care, and if residents can find the
resources needed for a dignified life. So PCDC also works to assure that clean streets, social
services and youth opportunities are available as the norm in Chinatown.
PCDC needs its community partners more than ever. PCDC has always worked with
Chinatown’s churches, community associations and businesses; in recent years this
collaboration has increased. PCDC has always relied on its elected government officials; even
more so today, PCDC cannot move forward without government help. PCDC could not have
accomplished anything without its private donors and funders. PCDC continues to be grateful
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for the confidence placed in it by those who fund
PCDC and its projects.
PCDC has initiated a clean streets program
partnering with local businesses and the Commerce
Department. PCDC secures funds from the
Philadelphia Department of Human Services to
sponsor youth programs. PCDC helps keep people
in houses with the housing counseling program.
For decades, PCDC has dreamed of creating
housing and a community center in Chinatown
North. We invite you to partner with us as we
fulfill a dream. But keep walking with us as we keep
dreaming and keep seeing our dreams come true.

Father Thomas Betz, Esq.
Chairman of the Board

PHILADELPHIA CHINATOWN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 2010 - 2011 BIENNIAL REPORT
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Leading Community Change
引領社區改革

EASTERN TOWER
“We are at the
cusp of
fulfilling our
most cherished
dream - the
creation of a
community
center.”
- Father Thomas Betz,
Chairman of the Board

Planning 規 劃

Eastern Tower Community Center Project
PCDC has taken significant steps in the development of the Eastern Tower Project at
10th and Vine Streets. In Spring of 2011, architects Kling Stubbins and AK Architecture
completed designs. In the Fall of 2011, PCDC obtained two project approvals. On Tuesday,
November 15th, 2011, the Philadelphia City Planning Commission voted to recommend
the granting of zoning variances for the Eastern Tower Community Center project to the
Zoning Board of Adjustment. On the following day, Wednesday, November 16th, 2011,
the Zoning Board of Adjustment approved the granting of two zoning variances required
to build the center. Also, PCDC secured a $50,000 grant from the Philadelphia Commerce
Department for predevelopment work.
PCDC is grateful to
Chinatown residents
and business owners,
community leaders
and organizations and
our Board members
for their critical roles
in helping us reach
this milestone. These
approvals bring us
closer to breaking
ground on the planned
23-story mixeduse Eastern Tower
Community Center.
In addition to the
recreational space and
classrooms, the Tower
will provide about
11,000 square feet of
ground floor retail
space, 16,000 square
feet of office space,
and 144 affordable and
market-rate residential
units.
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Planning 規 劃
continued

Public Space
In May 2011, PCDC dedicated the 10th
Street Plaza as part of its Neighborhood
Reconnecting Project. The 10th Street Plaza is
located atop of the bridge sitting over the Vine
Street Expressway along Chinatown’s 10th
Street commercial corridor. The project is the
cornerstone of our efforts to improve pedestrian
connections disrupted by the Vine Street
Expressway and revitalize the underused space
and make it more family-friendly.
As part of the project, view-blocking planters
were demolished and repaved. A new pergola
awning was constructed in the center of the
plaza along the existing edge of the rear planter
to create a shady retreat over benches and tables
as an amenity for residents. A seating area creates
a sense of place that is tangible both to passersby,
automobiles entering Chinatown, and travelers
on Vine Street. Enlarged open space and lighting
fixtures create the potential for future community
event programming. Two enormous Chinese
guardian lions (Foo dogs) placed at both sides of
the plaza symbolize the protective power of the
gateway.
The 10th Street Plaza project was initiated
and managed by PCDC and was co-sponsored
by the community conservation partnerships
program of the Pennsylvania Department
of Conservation and Natural Resources and
Hahnemann University Hospital (Tenet),
designed by KSK Architects, Planners,
Historians, Inc. and Pennoni Engineers, and
constructed by J.S. Cornell & Son, Inc.
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10th Street Plaza area
before the renovation.

Foo dogs revealed at the
dedication ceremony.
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Planning 規 劃
continued

Community Identity
The 10th Street Restore Commercial Corridor project transformed the pedestrian environment
and beautified the main street of Chinatown. New sidewalks and pedestrian lights, in addition
to other improvements, were installed from Race to Callowhill Streets. The project design
incorporated Asian elements. For example, bronze medallions with Chinese zodiac animal
designs were inlaid into the sidewalks and Asian-style luminaire lighting was installed as
pedestrian lighting. The Philadelphia Restore Commercial Corridor, Councilman DiCicco, and
Hometown Streets funded the project. PennDOT managed the project, and Wells Appel and
Orth-Rodgers and Associates designed the project.
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Project Goals
1. Improve the pedestrian environment on one of the busiest commercial corridors in
the city and reconnect Chinatown, which is divided by the Vine Street Expressway.
2. Beautify the commercial corridor and boost Chinatown’s reputation as a regional
destination for visitors.
3. Reaffirm Chinatown as a place of cultural preservation and historic immigrant
destination.

PHILADELPHIA CHINATOWN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 2010 - 2011 BIENNIAL REPORT
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Planning 規 劃
continued

Façade Improvement Projects
PCDC successfully assisted businesses to
obtain grants from The Merchants Fund
program and the Philadelphia Store Front
Improvement Program. These funds help
merchants on a corridor or in a business
district.
Recipients of these grants include:
• China Arts, 2010
• Chinatown Learning Center, 2010
• DIA Boutique, 2011

China Arts after the façade
improvement project.

Façade improvement
rendering.

Before façade improvement.
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Preserving the history and improving

Chinatown

Marking History
On October 8th, 2010,
Chinatown residents
were joined by Mayor
Michael Nutter,
Councilman DiCicco
of the First District,
Chairman Spilove
of the Pennsylvania
Historical and Museum
Commission, Mabel
Chan, Co-Chair of the
Chinese Benevolent
Association, board
members of PCDC, and
community leaders to
celebrate the dedication
of Chinatown’s first
historical marker. After
15 years of effort
and with the help of
many volunteers and Fon Wang, Chinatown was able to finally receive the
marker. The historical marker is a well-deserved honor and a tribute to the
Chinatown community’s perseverance.

PHILADELPHIA CHINATOWN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 2010 - 2011 BIENNIAL REPORT
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Economic Development 經 濟 發 展

Main Street Program
The Main Street Program’s purpose is to enhance Chinatown’s image as a commercially
viable tourist attraction, improve the environment and quality of life for all visitors and
residents, and promote economic development and diversity in our community. The Main
Street Program organizes the $1-a-Day Program, the Mayor’s Annual (Chinatown) Spring
Clean-up, the annual Asian Pacific American Heritage Month Celebration, Wawa Welcome
American Chinatown Block Party, and Night Market Chinatown.

2011 Mayor’s Annual
Chinatown Spring Clean-up.
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Small Business Workshops and
Technical Assistance
PCDC hosted and organized many
workshops, and one-on-one meetings
with small business owners. Topics
included the following:
•

Increasing Tourism, Increasing
Profits
Showing businesses how to
use local programs to increase
visitors.

•

Doing Business with the City
Connecting business owners to
city agencies.

•

Small Business Resources
Educating business owners on
legal issues and how to apply
for business funds and grants.

PHILADELPHIA CHINATOWN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 2010 - 2011 BIENNIAL REPORT
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Economic Development 經 濟 發 展
continued

Block Party
In July 2011, Wawa Welcome
America, the City of Philadelphia,
Chinese Benevolent Association
and PCDC partnered to host the
second annual Chinatown Block
Party. The event drew thousands
of visitors and neighborhood
residents to 10th Street to
celebrate Independence Day.
The day of activities included
performances, games, and food.

$1-a-Day Cleaning Program
With community support, PCDC launched the $1-a-Day Cleaning Program
in August 2011. PCDC hired three sanitation specialists to keep Chinatown
clean, bring visible changes to the neighborhood, and give residents and
visitors a cleaner and safer place to shop. In the first five months of the
program, workers collected 1,078 trash bags, swept 1,702 blocks, and provided
1,420 hours of cleaning labor. The $1-a-Day program, which is supported
in part by a grant from the Philadelphia Commerce Department, includes
enforcement and education.
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connecting the

community

to the city

Night Market
On October 6th, 2011, Chinatown hosted Night
Market, a roving street fair celebrating the city and
Chinatown’s ethnic restaurants, gourmet food trucks
and our dynamic neighborhood. PCDC planned
the event in partnership with The Food Trust.
The Philadelphia Suns youth group kicked off the
event by performing the traditional Chinese Dragon
Dance. More than 20,000 people attended the Night
Market, making it the largest, most successful Night
Market to date. PCDC was awarded an economic
development grant from Citizens Bank Foundation to
support the event.

PHILADELPHIA CHINATOWN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 2010 - 2011 BIENNIAL REPORT
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Building a Foundation
創建堅實基礎

TEEN CLUB
PCDC Teen Club
was founded
with the
mission to
keep teens off
the street,
reduce the
dropout rate,
and engage
the youth in
community
affairs.

Youth Programs 青 少 年 項 目

Teen Club
The Philadelphia Safe and Sound Social Service Needs Assessment (2007) conducted by
PCDC showed that there is a need to serve the rapidly growing number of Limited English
Proficient (LEP) immigrant youth -- many of whom are low-income. PCDC Teen Club was
founded with the mission to keep teens off the street, reduce the dropout rate, and engage the
youth in community affairs.
PCDC youth program participants, who come from Chinatown and other ethnic Asian
enclaves, gather every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from September to June. On Mondays,
the program provides SAT preparation assistance, on Wednesdays there are sports activities,
including basketball, badminton, volleyball, and chess. On Fridays, the program offers
homework and SAT tutoring.

138
31

TEENS SERVED
SPORTS NIGHTS

35
30

WORKSHOPS
SAT PREP CLASSES
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Building foundations from the bottom up
engages the very people we serve.
formalized

its

volunteer

PCDC

program

after

VOLUN
receiving

technical

assistance

in

2010.

What once was a desire to help community

youth build soft skills and offer summer
work

experience

volunteer
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and

is

paid

now

a

internship

formalized
program.

NTEERS
Volunteers bring skill sets, which help further
PCDC’s mission. They leave with a wealth of
experience in community organizing, planning,
development, and service. They leave with a
mindset to empower their community. They
leave with a life-long yearning to advocate for
their community.
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Housing Counseling 置 業 咨 詢

Chinatown Homeownership Initiative: Establishing Roots
The goal of the Chinatown Homeownership Initiative is to help the Chinese-speaking
community overcome the barriers to homeownership and enhance financial literacy. Through
homeownership education, mortgage counseling, financial literacy and outreach efforts, PCDC
helps build wealth and prepares families for homeownership. In addition to workshops, PCDC
offers individual pre-purchase, post-purchase, and rental counseling.
In April 2010, with assistance from the National Coalition for Asian Pacific American
Community Development, PCDC was certified by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD). As a HUD-certified agency, PCDC receives HUD resources and training
in order to meet national standards for housing counseling.

Financial literacy workshop
on property tax rebate.
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Housing counselor, Wendy
Lee, hosting a first-time
homebuyer workshop.

PCDC has finished its first full year as a HUD certified agency with remarkable results. In
2010, PCDC helped six clients become new homeowners. In 2011, PCDC’s Housing Counseling
Program achieved the following:

410
311
101

		
		

8
24

Clients served
Group education clients served
Individual counseling clients served
(75 pre-purchase, 10 post-purchase, 11 rental,
4 mortgage delinquency and 1 homeless)
New homeowners
Financial literacy and education workshops
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Chinatown Neighborhood Overview

64%
POPULATION

25

Chinatown’s population
growth of 64%
between 2000 and 2010
helped reverse the city’s

GROWTH OVER THE

population loss for the

PAST TEN YEARS

first time in fifty years.
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78%
OF CHINATOWN SOUTH’S*
POPULATION IS ASIAN

Chinatown’s racial
diversity bolsters
the city’s image as
a diverse place.

*The area south of Vine Street
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Family Support Services 家 庭 支 持 服 務

Meeting the Need
The economic recession led to an increased need for family
support services in Chinatown. To address this need,
in 2011 PCDC increased staff capacity for the Family
Support Services Program. It aims to educate community
members about their political and civic rights and connect
the community to available services and resources.
The Family Support Services team offers translation
services as well as referral services to resources within
our network. Resources include childcare, legal services,
financial counseling, and job training. At the center of this
program, PCDC offers multilingual assistance to lowincome households who apply for public benefits:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

27

Cash assistance
Medical assistance and health insurance benefits
Food stamps
Energy assistance programs (LIHEAP, PECO
CAP Rate)
Unemployment benefits
Property tax rebate for homeowners and renters
Wireless phone service for low-income persons
Senior citizen water discounts
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A Letter of Appreciation
from a Community Member

PHILADELPHIA CHINATOWN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 2010 - 2011 BIENNIAL REPORT

28

Connecting Chinatown to the City
連接社區與城市

NIGHT MARKET
A roving street
fair celebrating
the city’s
ethnic
restaurants,
gourmet food
trucks and the
dynamic
Chinatown
neighborhood.

Community Organizing and Advocacy
社區組織和 倡 導

Community organizing and advocacy continue to be important strategies in ensuring that
Chinatown remains a viable ethnic, residential and business community. PCDC creates
mechanisms for people in the community to organize and advocate on important issues.
PCDC has found all too often that people who have limited English proficiency are less likely
to ask for help. PCDC organizes meetings and workshops, where government agencies,
nonprofits, and residents come together.

Meeting with City
Representatives
PCDC organized a series of
bilingual meetings with police and
fire department representatives
to talk about safety and police
November 2010, Philly
311 townhall meeting.
policy. Commissioner Dr. Ed
Kung helped to hold a public
meeting of the Police Advisory
Commission in Chinatown. PCDC
also hosted a Philly 311 townhall meeting, which was facilitated by First District Councilman
Frank DiCicco.
PCDC organized the community around two controversial proposals. The city proposed a
bicycle lane in Chinatown. The bicycle lane in itself was not objectionable, rather the removal
of a vehicular lane was protested. Second, legislation was proposed for a Neighborhood
Improvement District (NID), which would levy a third tax increase upon Chinatown. The
people said it was “taxation without representation” and it was opposed. PCDC successfully
created pathways for people to voice their concerns directly to government officials.
PHILADELPHIA CHINATOWN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 2010 - 2011 BIENNIAL REPORT
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Community Organizing and Advocacy
社區組織和 倡 導
continued

Nonprofits Fill the Gap

May 2011, Employee
Rights workshop.

Most people do not know where
to turn to for help. All too often,
tenants are unaware of their
rights to fair decent housing.
PCDC organized a series of
meetings and workshops with
Community Legal Services,
Tenant Union Representative
Network, and the Philadelphia
Human Relations Commission
to bring resources to tenants.
The same holds true for
workers’ rights. PCDC
partnered with the Asian Pacific
American Bar Association of PA
to host a series of workshops.

November 2010, Tenant
Rights workshop.
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connecting

families

to government,

financial, health, and youth resources

December 2010,
trash meeting.

June 2011, PCDC EXPO.

Planning Our Own Future
Every resident and business owner deserves a healthy, stable community, which serves their
needs. It begins with planning. PCDC encourages participation in neighborhood planning and
citywide planning for 2035.
PCDC has brought together government, family, health, financial, and youth resources for the
community for families, youth, seniors. Our Expo helps inform people so that they can help
themselves.

PHILADELPHIA CHINATOWN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 2010 - 2011 BIENNIAL REPORT
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Media 媒體

PCDC on Facebook

PCDC on Twitter
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Donors and Supporters for 2010 and 2011

917 Development, LLC
ABC6 WPVI-TV
Asian American Women’s Coalition
Asian Bank
Bank of America Charitable Foundation
Cecilia Moy Yep
Chinese American Women’s
Sisterhood Society of Philadelphia
Chinese Christian Church and Center
Citizens Bank
Citizens Bank Foundation
City of Philadelphia,
Department of Commerce
City of Philadelphia,
Department of Human Services
Combined Federal Campaign
Comcast
Exelon Corporation (PECO)
Greater Philadelphia Tourism
Marketing Corporation
Health Partners
Hing Cheng P.C
.
Honorable Judge Ida Chen
HSBC Bank
Independence Foundation
Independence Visitor Center
Insurance Adjustment Bureau
Jefferson University Hospitals
Kling Stubbins
Multicultural Affairs Congress
More Bank
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National CAPACD
NBC-10 WCAU-TV
Nonprofit Finance Fund
Pennsylvania Convention Center Authority
Pennsylvania Department of Community
and Economic Development
Pennsylvania Downtown Center, Inc
Philadelphia Convention
and Visitors Bureau
PNC Bank
PNC Foundation
Post Goldtex, LP
Preservation Alliance of
Greater Philadelphia
State Farm Insurance
TD Bank
TD Charitable Foundation
Hahnemann University Hospital, Tenet
Teres Holdings, LLC
The Abstract Company
Beneficial Foundation
The Philadelphia Foundation
U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development
Union Benevolent Association
United Healthcare
United Way
United Way of Southeastern Pennsylvania
Verizon
Wells Fargo
Wells Fargo Regional Foundation
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PCDC Staff, Board, and Advisors

Staff
John Chin,
Executive Director

Diana Lu,
Main Street Manager

PeiXiong Zhao,
Intern

Rachel Mak,
Deputy Director

Sarah Yeung,
Special Project &
Development Associate

Susan Chung,
Sanitation Specialist

Xin Ge,
Special Projects Manager
Wendy Lee,
Housing Counselor
Huang Liu,
Family Services Associate
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Ms. Pei Tan,
Senior Community Service
Employment Program
Karwai Tsang,
Intern
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HongLian WuChan,
Sanitation Specialist
MeiChan Zhen,
Sanitation Specialist

Board Members
Reverend Thomas Betz,
Chair

Wai Man Ip

Gary Ng

Carol Wong, M.Ed
Vice Chair

Joe Kim

Aileen Liong Setiawan

Margaret Chin,
Secretary

Grace Wu Kong

Philip A. Sheau

Harry Leong,
Treasurer

Glenn Mark

Thomas Wong, Esquire

Anthony Wong

Cecilia Moy Yep

Mabel Chan

Glenn F. Hing, Esquire

Josephine Wang

Martin Chan

Dr. Edward Kung

Emeritus Board Members
George Moy

Advisors

Special acknowledgement to Toki Rehder and Shao Zhi Zhong for producing this biennial report.
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Philadelphia Chinatown Development Corporation
301 - 305 North 9th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19107
Phone: 215-922-2156
Fax: 215-922-7232
Email: info@chinatown-pcdc.org
Website: www.chinatown-pcdc.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/phillychinatown
Twitter: @PCDC_Events

Combined Federal Campaign #68065

United Way Member Agency
Donor Option #00173

